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THE ENTHUSIAST’S GUIDE TO ACTIVE

Typhoon Aquatic Utility Vehicle—
totally custom and absolutely wild

by Jan Wagner / AutoMatters & More / automatters.net

trap in and hang on tight for the ride of your
life! Introducing the Typhoon Aquatic Utility Ve-
hicle (AUV) by Shadow Six Racing. Utilizing state-
of-the-art, competition-proven technology and ex-
otic, strong, light-weight materials, the Typhoon
AUV is an ultra-custom, high-powered, incredibly
nimble side-by-side vehicle that has been de-
signed exclusively for high-performance use on the
water. In concept, think of it as sort of a racing ATV
suspended atop a pair of high-powered jet skis.
Our introduction to the Typhoon was at the 2022
SEMA Show. Out of the water in the Las Vegas
Convention Center, it was quite tall, so It was
impossible to miss and had drawn a big crowd. A
video was playing, to show what it is capable of.
Typhoon is suspended atop two custom-de-
signed, Yamaha SVHO-powered, 700-horsepower,
purpose-built personal watercraft platforms. Ty-
phoon is optimized for incredibly nimble handling,
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thanks to its low center of gravity. The suspension
system is capable of tackling extreme surf condi-
tions, unlike any other vehicle on the market.

| interviewed Ryan Goldberg—founder and
CEQ of Shadow Six Racing—and his team. The
Typhoon's low center of gravity contributes to its
nimble handling, weighing just 238 pounds above
the waterline, from a total vehicle weight of only
1,800 pounds. Its cage and frame are titanium,
with carbon fiber and fiberglass construction in-
side. Most of the weight is in the engines, below
the waterline. The hulls are totally custom carbon
fiber and composite.

Shadow Six Racing partnered with Race Tech
Titanium, which offers “titanium nuts, bolts, and
custom parts for all types of racing applications
from mountain bikes to top fuel dragsters. They
work directly with many of the biggest names in
the racing industry.”

WATERSPORTS

Typhoon is capable of doing 100 mph in as little
as only six inches of water. It soars over waves
like a comfortably-sprung luxury car.

The Typhoon’s handling around turns is incredi-
ble. It is able to pull a full 180-degree turn at top
speed, and it launches over eight-foot waves.

Ryan tells me that the goal for Typhoon is to be
the very best at what it does, which is being “the
Baja truck of the ocean.” He explains that: “It's
meant to be able to get out there and, when other
guys are bouncing around on their offshore race
boats, speed right past them.”

Final assembly is done in Jupiter, Florida. All of
the titanium work, in terms of welding, is done in
St. Louis—in part due to the consistently high qual-
ity of welding that is performed there.

As if all this was not enough, Typhoon also has
an incredible Wet Sounds audio system, specially
engineered for marine and powersports use.
Everything that Wet Sounds builds is built in-
house for a marine environment, engineered to
withstand the elements. In 2005, Wet Sounds was
the first horn-loaded pro-audio marine audio com-
pany. They developed a speaker system that proj-

ects sound 80 feet away, overcoming engine noise,
wind noise and the elements.

On the Typhoon, the tower speakers are mount-
ed in the back. To keep weight to @ minimum, there
is one pair of really high output 10-inch Compres-
sion Driver speakers that reproduce the bass, mid
and highs—everything—in one compact package.
The audio system is powered by a Wet Sounds
Sinister amplifier, with a Wet Sounds AM/FM/
Weather Band/Bluetooth head unit to control the
audio. Learn more about Wet Sounds at: https://
wetsounds.com/marine-audio/.

Of course, all of this comes at a steep price. To
buy a Typhoon, you'd be looking at a price tag of a
cool quarter-of-a-million dollars. Cutting corners,
like making Typhoon from stainless steel, is not an
option.

Using the Typhoon in competition seems like an
obvious thing to do, so we asked Ryan about that.
He told me that a goal is getting the first 20 of
these to race in what he referred to as the “Bimini
500, between Florida and the Bimini chain of is-
lands in the Bahamas.

You really have to see Typhoon in action to truly
comprehend what it does. You can watch a video
of the Typhoon racing at high speed along the
winding Kissimmee River in Florida at shadowsix-
racing.com/videos. For more information, visit
shadowsixracing.com. Il

ARIZONADRIVER  January-February 2023 « 61



