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The Utah Museum of Fine Arts
The Utah Museum of Fine Arts is located
on the University of Utah campus in the
Marcia and John Price Museum Building
at 410 Campus Center Drive, Salt Lake City
UT 84112, about two miles east-southeast
of Temple Square, downtown Salt Lake.

Speed: The Art of the Performance Automobile is a special ticketed exhibition, and
museum visits are organized in time slots.
Tickets are available for purchase through
Smithstix at www.smithstix.com.
• Adults (18-64)......................................... $ 18
• Youth (14-17), seniors (65+) .................... 13
• Children (3-13) ............................................ 3
• Infants (0-2)........................................... Free
• University of Utah faculty and staff...... 13
• University of Utah students...................... 9
• UMFA members .....Complimentary based
on level of membership
Museum hours are:
Tuesday-Friday .........................10 am – 5 pm
Wednesday...............................10 am – 8 pm
Saturday and Sunday..............11 am – 5 pm
Mondays and holidays. ......................closed
Museum information: call (801) 581-7332
or visit www.umfa.utah.edu.
Show information: www.speedumfa.com.
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hey say that art can move you. This exhibition
will move you at Salt Flats record speed. Speed:
The Art of the Performance Automobile raced
into Salt Lake City at the beginning of June, presenting
19 of the world’s finest racing automobiles. The exhibition was organized by automotive historian, museum
consultant and guest curator Ken Gross (who is also the
first curator of LeMay—America’s Car Museum).
Speed showcases a century of automobiles exemplifying premier aerodynamics, engineering, art and
design of their eras—ranging from the menacing 1952
“Beast III” Bonneville racer to an ultra-cool 1957 Jaguar
XK-SS Roadster once owned by ultra-cool Steve
McQueen. The cars are on loan from some of the country’s top collections, including the Price Museum of
Speed; National Automobile Museum; Petersen Automotive Museum; Bruce Meyer; Peter and Merle Mullin;
Jon and Mary Shirley; and the Larry H. Miller Family.
Art museums and cars have met before. You may
remember the Curves of Steel show at the Phoenix Art
Museum in 2007. Other recent art museum exhibitions
in the US and Europe have included Allure of the Automobile at both the High Museum of Art in Atlanta (2010)
and the Portland Art Museum (2011), as well as L’Art de
L’Automobile: Chef d’Oeuvres de la Collection Ralph
Lauren at Les Arts Décoratifs in Paris (2011). The first art
exhibition of cars was Eight Automobiles, sixty years
ago at the Museum of Modern Art in New York (1951).
This exhibition, however, is the first of its kind,
examining automobiles not only as works of art and
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A sampling of the priceless cars in this exhibition
includes: at left: So-Cal Speed Shop Belly Tanker,
Bentley and Ford Roadster; right first column: Stutz,
Alfa Romeo and Peerless; right second column:
Beast III, Mormon Meteor I and Mormon Meteor III.
design, but as objects of rich racing history. The featured cars were created by legendary engineers, distinguished designers and storied automobile companies;
many are speed record-setters that were owned and
raced by famous drivers and other notable people of
their time. This is the first and only time these 19 cars
have been seen together in one venue.
Many of the cars in Speed: The Art of the Performance Automobile have a special connection to Utah’s
famed Bonneville Salt Flats, where racers from all over
the world traveled—and continue to travel—in attempts to break land speed records. The Mormon
Meteor III (shown at lower far right) is perhaps the most
famous Bonneville racecar. Designed and driven by legendary racer and former Salt Lake City Mayor David
Abbott “Ab” Jenkins (1883-1956), it set more long distance land speed records than any other automobile in
history, and it still holds 12 of them today.
The show also includes a free lecture series, a free
film series co-presented by the Utah Film Center, autoinspired seminars and a companion exhibition of photographs from the museum’s collection, in the last gallery.
Speed: The Art of the Performance Automobile runs
through September 16, 2012. www.speedumfa.com. ■
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