• Audi allroad shooting brake concept

• Volkswagen Beetle Dune concept

50 new models revealed
before over 5000 media
from all over the world

he North American International Auto Show
(NAIAS) is held at Cobo Center in downtown Detroit (on the waterfront, with a
view of Canada—which is to the south, a classic
trivia question—as seen above). Weather a week
earlier had featured temps of zero and below, but
by the time press days rolled around, January 1314, it was much balmier—20s, even.
No matter what else changes, there and elsewhere, “Detroit” still means “autos” at its core.
With several other global shows equally consequential, but with Detroit first up in the calendar
year—though second up in the seasonal cycle,
after Los Angeles a month or two earlier—it
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remains pivotal. And since it happens after January 1, it opens the door for production models of
the next model year to be revealed—in this
case, vehicles that will sell across the January
1, 2015 date, making them 2015 models.
The 2014 NAIAS had 50 vehicle introductions, most of them global firsts, presented to over 5,000 members of the
media. NAIAS Chairman Bob Shuman felt
optimism and confidence on the show floor—
signs of a healthier industry, a stronger economy,
and the continuing importance of the show. “We
rocked it,” said Shuman. “Nothing can compare to
the excitement in Detroit this week. It’s what
we've worked toward for the last year. I'm proud
of our city, and very proud of this show.”
Here are a few highlights.
• The Audi allroad shooting brake concept
(they love lower case letters) combines the fundamental attributes of a sports car (think TT) with
the more-rugged-than-average attributes of their
allroad offerings, brought together in a European
shooting brake format—sort of a fastback station
wagon, not meant to be confused with a hatchback or crossover. The car is adaptable to a variety of drivetrains, with the concept done up as a
400-plus-horsepower plug-in hybrid.
• Based on a Beetle R-Line with 210-hp TSI engine—but longer, wider, taller and with two inch-

• 2014 SRT Viper in Stryker Green

• Honda FCEV concept

• 2015 BMW 235i Coupé

• 2015 Chrysler 200

• Kia GT4 Stinger concept

es of extra ground clearance—the Volkswagen
Beetle Dune concept evokes baja bugs from
the last century. Less sand and surf, the show car
seems to be ready for snow, with an enclosed
cabin and a ski rack built into the roof and rear
spoiler. The concept’s yellow-orange metallic
paint is called “Arizona,” and wheel arch offsets
are matte black. The Dune is thought to be production-ready, if demand might warrant it.
• Chrysler has used the 2014 SRT Viper to
showcase its new Stryker Green high-impact,
hand-painted, show-car quality exterior paint,
available across the full Viper lineup, an evolution
of the Snakeskin Green that first appeared in
2008, with a “liquid mercury” appearance. The
car also has a new Grand Touring package with
Nappa leather seats, amped-up chassis electronics, all available in the entry price Viper.
• The Honda FCEV concept actually made its
world debut at the LA Auto Show, two months
prior—a potential styling direction for a Honda
next-gen fuel cell vehicle. “Always ten years out,”
fuel cells have been a long time coming, but a
derivative of this show car is said to be launching
in the US and Japan in 2015, followed by Europe.
Power density and output have been increased by
60 percent since the prior developmental concept.
• BMW had several significant items in Detroit
—a new M3 Sedan, a new and renamed M4
Coupé—the BMW i3 and i8 electrics—and the
new BMW 2 Series Coupé. The new Two sits in
an intriguing spot. Of course it’s no more completely new than the Four is—the 4 Series is a
new number for the 3 Series Coupé, and the 2

• 2015 Subaru WRX STI

Series is ditto for the 1 Series. But the 2 Series
Coupé seems more gracefully proportioned, and
that makes a difference.
• The big surprise with the Kia GT4 Stinger
concept wasn’t just how cool it is—which was
plenty—but that it’s rear-wheel-drive, a first for
Kia. But only barely, as their V8-powered reardrive K900 luxury sedan would appear soon after
(see page 42). Its intent is to echo the affordable
sports car concept we’ve seen in Mazda Miata or
Scion FR-S/Subaru BRZ. The 2+2 sports coupe
was designed by Kia’s California design team.
• The 2015 Chrysler 200 works off the same
Alfa Romeo Giulietta platform as the Dodge Dart
introduced two years prior. The new 200 also
picks up from the new Jeep Cherokee, receiving
its nine-speed automatic transmission (in this
case with a dial shifter) and an all-wheel-drive
system will fully-disconnecting rear axle. A 35MPG 4-cylinder will be available, as well as a V6.
• When Subaru showed off the new WRX a few
months ago, many eyes were scanning the horizon. Sure enough, at Detroit we met the 2015
Subaru WRX STI. At its heart is a 305-hp 2.5liter turbo boxer. The four-door body is wider, the
chassis is stiffer, the springs are firmer and steering is faster (13.0:1). Handling technologies include the full array available on more mundane
sedans, and inside it is the first WRX STI to rock
with available harman/kardon premium audio.
• Mercedes-Benz is planning a barrage of new
models over the coming year and a half, and the

• 2015 Mercedes-Benz C-Class

• 2015 Chevrolet Corvette Z06

• Toyota FT-1 concept
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• 2015 Hyundai Genesis Sedan

• 2015 Ford Mustang convertible

Detroit show revealed several, including the 2015
Mercedes-Benz C-Class shown here. Also
revealed were the new S600, the CLA45 AMG
and a new take on the big flagship: an S-Class
Coupe concept, which is sure to hit production.
• The track-capable 2015 Chevrolet Corvette
Z06 rounds out the new C7 lineup, with a supercharged 625-hp engine—that’s a first in a Z06—
and choice of 7-speed manual or high-performance eight-speed automatic, as always in lightweight hardtop form. Its aluminum frame will also
be used for the Racing C7.R. A Z07 Performance
Package adds even more serious track capability.
• “FT”stands for Future Toyota, and the Toyota
FT-1 concept may offer clues to future products
—if Toyota would be this daring. Toyota sought to
deliver “the look and feel of a modern-day superhero,” with an interior that fits as well and feels
as good “as Batman’s suit.” Shields.
• The big news had already been made—after
huge anticipation and remarkably leakproof security—and now we follow up with the 2015 Ford
Mustang convertible. It includes a standard
multilayer insulated cloth top for upscale appearance and a quieter cabin. The new top lowers
twice as fast and has a sleek profile when down.
• The 2015 Hyundai Genesis Sedan maintains
its luxury value point—a highly-appointed reardrive sedan priced below the flagship Equus.
Restyling makes it clear it has the likes of Audi
and Lexus in its sights, and effort has gone into
vehicle dynamics and handling, while accommodating a multi-mode all-wheel-drive system. Onboard electronics are all upgraded, as well.

• 2015 Ford F-150

• Almost as anticipated as the new Mustang has
been an update to the nation’s top-selling vehicle:
the 2015 Ford F-150. As hoped, it picks up extensively from the knockout Atlas concept truck. The
F-150 had already surprised even Ford with its
high percentage of V6 sales, and the new model
builds on fuel economy goals with the ambitious
introduction of all-aluminum construction.
• The 2015 Cadillac ATS Coupe is the builder’s
first in the compact luxury coupe segment. Fitted
with a 2.0-liter turbo, it is also the segment’s lightest. We’ve track-driven and even drag-raced the
ATS sedan, so we anticipate remarkable performance from this combination of rigidity, torque and
light weight. The ATS Coupe arrives this summer,
available in both rear- and all-wheel-drive models.
• The Infiniti Q50 Eau Rouge concept is a
show car iteration of the model that replaces the
Infiniti G (we still think it through this way). The
Eau Rouge (red water) has an interior that reflects
elements of Infiniti Red Bull Racing Formula One
racers (red sugar water was the inspiration?). The
concept’s body is carbon fiber—lower and wider
for enhanced aerodynamics. It’s not outrageously
executed, so no doubt shows imminent evolution.
• One element of the Detroit show is presentation of the North American Car of the Year and
Truck of the Year awards. This year, Chevrolet
won them both, which is a first. Corvette took the
car trophy, and the truck trophy went to the 2014
Chevrolet Silverado 1500, notable for its 5.3L
V8 that can run at a full 355 hp or deactivate four
cylinders for light-duty or cruising fuel economy.
Next up was Chicago. ■
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