• 2018 Alfa Romeo Stelvio

he Los Angeles Auto Show is the first of
the major international shows on the calendar and the handiest to Arizona, a 45minute flight or six-hour drive away.
As consumer electronics, the automotive
industry and urban planning continue to converge
at a furious pace, the LA Auto Show Press and
Trade Days were officially merged with the
Connected Car Expo this year, under the title of
AutoMobility LA. Ultimately, it wasn’t that different—so far—with automotive manufacturers
bringing their latest production model reveals,
concepts and technological advances. Here are
some highlights (alphabetically).

T

• The 2018 Alfa Romeo Stelvio midsize SUV
brings the sexy and potent Italian brand into the
utility realm with three models, from a 280-hp turbo to a line-topping 505-hp Stelvio Quadrifoglio
with intercooled biturbo 2.9L V6 and race mode.
All models have Q4 all-wheel drive standard.
• Audi introduced a new Q5 crossover, immediately recognizable by the sharpened grille making
its way through the lineup and with an updated
infotainment system. / The new Audi A5 and S5
Sportback models are a new breed, combining
two of our favorites—an A5 with four doors, but
more like an A7 in a bit smaller size.
• The Chevrolet Colorado ZR2 midsize pickup is
a concept, but we’d be surprised if it didn’t come
to market, unchanged we hope. Taking on Tacoma
TRD Pro, it has wider track, lifted suspension,
electronic locking differentials, and increased
approach and breakover angles. It also looks
great. Chevy promises a ZR2 diesel option.
• Elio revealed its E1c engineering vehicle with
enhanced frame, suspension and safety system
(see Briefs & Rumors at back of book).
• The big news from Ford is its subcompact
EcoSport utility, available with Ford’s peppy 1.0L
three-cylinder or a 2.0L four, the latter also with
four-wheel drive. Ford EcoSport includes SYNC 3
with an 8-inch touchscreen, B&O PLAY audio
from Harman, Apple CarPlay and Android Auto.
• The newly separate Genesis brand introduced
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• 2018 Genesis G80 3.3T Sport

• 2017 Honda Civic Si prototype

a G80 3.3T Sport trim, which adds a 365-hp 3.3L
twin-turbo V6 to the existing 5.0L V8 and 3.6L offerings in the G80 lineup. Add continuous damping
control suspension, dark chrome and copper
accent trim, leather sport seats, carbon fiber interior trim, aluminum sport pedals and 19-inch dark
alloy wheels. The 3.3T Sport’s 9.2-inch touchscreen accesses Lexicon premium audio. Genesis
G80 3.3T Sport comes in Polar Ice or Sevilla Red.
(See our drive review of the 5.0L V8 in this issue.)
• Honda revealed a Civic Si prototype, indicating
near-final details of the Civic Si Coupe and Civic Si
Sedan coming to market for 2017, the final members of this tenth-generation favorite. Power
comes from a high-torque 1.5L DOHC/DVTC turbo
through a 6-speed manual transmission. The interior, shown in radical Type-R trim, has front sport
seats and red stitching.
• The Hyundai IONIQ Electric not only provides
emissions-free transportation, but also introduces
subscription-based ownership, in which owners
can select one fixed payment that includes unlimited mileage, electric charging costs, scheduled
maintenance, wear items and all typical purchase
fees such as registration. The IONIQ Unlimited ownership experience will be available first in California in early 2017.
• Their first electric vehicle, the Jaguar I-PACE
concept is on its way to a production reveal later
in 2017 and sales in 2018. Its electric drivetrain
allows for an aggressive cab-forward design, providing large interior space in a footprint smaller
than midsize. I-PACE is projected to provide a 300mile range per NEDC cycle or 220 miles per EPA. /
Jaguar also celebrates the past, showing off their
XKSS continuation car, built over an 18-month period, one of nine being built by Jaguar to exacting
original specifications—replacing nine (out of a
total of just 25 destined for North America) that
were lost in a fire originally, almost 60 years ago.
The cars will cost their lucky owners over $1 million each and are sure to appreciate from there.
• Highly anticipated for the past year or two, an
all-new compact Jeep® Compass replaces both

• 2017 Hyundai IONIQ Electric

the prior Compass and Jeep Patriot, and then
some, starting with gotta-have-it styling and
delivering new advanced 4x4 systems, a 30-mpg
2.4L Tigershark engine and choice of transmissions—a 9-speed automatic or 6-speed manual
for 4x4 models, and 6-speed auto or manual for
4x2 models. The new Compass has a fourth-gen
Uconnect system including Apple CarPlay and
Android Auto, with choice of 5-, 7- or 8.4-inch
pinch/zoom touchscreens. And yes—there is a
Trailhawk version, with 30/24/34-degree approach/breakover/departure angles, 20:1 crawl
ratio, 17-inch tires, up to 19 inches of water fording and up to 2000-pound tow capacity. / Jeep
also introduced two new Renegade models, the
Trail Rated Deserthawk and a blacked-out Renegade Altitude.
• Kia adds power to its Soul with the new 201-hp
Soul Turbo, a boost of 40 hp and 45 lb-ft to its 1.6L
GDI engine in turbocharged form. The Soul Turbo’s
fuel economy is 28 mpg combined, which is actually above that of the 161-hp 2.0L version or the
1.6L naturally aspirated base model—win-win.
The Soul Turbo also brings a new 7-speed DCT and
is recognizable by 18-inch wheels, red and chrome
body accents and dual chrome twin-tip exhausts.
(Watch for our drive review in the next issue.)
• Lamborghini expands its Huracán lineup with
a rear-drive Spyder, offering open-top roadrunning with traditional sports handling. The reardrive Spyder has distinctive front and rear styling
to differentiate it from the AWD version, and a
580-hp naturally-aspirated 5.2L V12 engine offering 0-to-62 acceleration in 3.6 seconds and a top
speed of 198 mph. Its dry weight of just 3327
pounds provides a weight-to-power ratio of just
5.74 pounds per horsepower. The rear-drive Spyder’s price falls between rear-drive and AWD
Huracán coupe pricing.
• To introduce the new Lexus IS sports sedan,
the company turned up the heat with a one-off
spicy Sriracha IS build. Its red paint with chili-like
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• 2017 Lexus Sriracha IS

flakes includes actual Sriracha hot sauce. A castresin “liquid” steering wheel promises hot handling; seat warmers and HVAC are upgraded to Sriracha hot; and there are bright green accents
inside and out. The car included 43 bottles of Sriracha in the trunk, in case things start to cool off.
• Lincoln went all out with an over-the-top concept for a new version of its Navigator full-size
luxury SUV, complete with gullwing doors and concertina triple steps. Taking cues from the yachting
world, the Navigator has teak finishes inside, as
well as a “wardrobe management system.” The
big utility is wired in every way, including WiFi and
seatback monitors for rear passengers.
• Mazda revealed their RT24-P prototype race car
for North America, which will compete under Daytona Prototype international (DPi) rules in the Prototype class, the top level of the IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship. It will make its racing debut at the 2017 Rolex 24 at Daytona in late
January. / Mazda also revealed an all-new CX-5
compact crossover, refreshingly familiar yet updated top to bottom, inside and out. The new CX-5
will be available with 2.0L and 2.5L gasoline engines and also adds a 2.2L SKYACTIV-D clean diesel powerplant to the lineup.
• The new Mercedes-Maybach S650 Cabriolet
is a limited edition of just 300, of which just 75 are
coming to the US (in choices of red, white or blue).
Powered by a 6.0L biturbo V12, the car has 621 hp,
20-inch Maybach forged wheels and bichromatic
paint. Based on the Mercedes-Benz S-Class, the
Mercedes-Maybach S650 cabrio is a four-seater.
• MINI continues to grow larger, as their new
Countryman becomes their biggest model ever.
There are three models—Cooper, Cooper S and a
plug-in hybrid Cooper S E—with all ALL4 models
having turbocharged engines. The plug-in hybrid is
powered by a 3-cylinder engine and electric motor,
with 221 hp combined and electric power to the
rear axle in ALL4 models.
• The Mitsubishi eX concept presents three
major elements in a compact SUV format: an electric drivetrain, an evolutionary Dynamic Shield
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• Lincoln Navigator concept

styling direction for the brand, and autonomous
driving capabilities. Its twin-motor configuration
delivers power to both axles, for Mitsubishi S-AWC
(super all-wheel control) 4WD, three drive modes
automatically provide real-time road surface feedback, and new lightweight battery technology delivers about a 250-mile range.
• Nissan drew a lot of booth attention with their
compact crossover Rogue One Star Wars Limited
Edition, complete with Stormtrooper sensibilities.
/ Nissan also presented a Sentra NISMO with full
performance treatment, including a 188-hp 1.6L
turbo and a choice between 6-speed manual or
tuned Xtronic transmission. Sentra NISMO joins
five other models in the Sentra lineup.
• Porsche lit things up with their 919 RSR hybrid
race car, built for Le Mans 24 Hours GT, with
engine, transmission, suspension and body all
designed from scratch and a top-mounted rear
wing adapted from the LMP1 race car. This is a
midengine 911, with its 510-hp four-liter flat-six
mounted in front of the rear axle. For the first
time, this Porsche GT racer has a radar-supported
collision warning system, as well as a new safety cage and a chassis-mounted seat (pedals are
moved to fit the driver). The Porsche 919 RSR is
debuting at the Daytona 24-hour race in January.
• Ram introduced two special pickups. The new
limited-edition Ram 1500 Rebel Mojave Sand
brings a new color in this $595 package, which
also includes black-decaled performance hood,
all-black interior including black anodized bezels
and black upholstery with grey stitching. The
Ignition Orange Ram 1500 Sport (a $1595 package)
returns for a limited production of just 1500 units
(all V8 Crew Cabs), featuring vivid monochrome
paint, performance hood with black decals and
special black badging.
• Generally known for smaller vehicles, Subaru
is taking a look at how big they can go, with the
full-size three-row VIZIV-7 SUV concept, 204.7
inches long, on a 117.7-inch wheelbase, putting it
in the size range of an Acura MDX, Ford Expedition or Chevy Tahoe, but with three rows of seat-
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ing as in a Suburban or that MDX. Subaru expects
to bring such a vehicle to market in early 2018.
• Introduced as a concept at the LA Auto Show
last year by now-defunct sub-brand scion, the production 2018 Toyota C-HR, a subcompact utility
—or, as its name signifies, a Coupe High-Rider—
carries the design through faithfully. In two model
grades, both loaded with premium features, the
vehicle seems poised to tackle much the same
market in which the premium subcompact Buick
Encore has been such a surprise hit.
• Volkswagen has recently sworn off diesels in
the US market and is putting an increased emphasis on electric. Their new 2017 VW e-Golf is a new
generation (as are all Golfs) of their prior electric
model, now with 50 percent greater range, about
120 miles, enough for many commuters to go all
week, with about an 18 percent power boost, to
boot. / Also revealed was the all-new 2018
Volkswagen Atlas, a seven-passenger SUV that
will be the brand’s largest vehicle in our market,
offered with a choice of 2.0L TSI four turbo or 3.6L
VR6, both with 8-speed automatics and choice of
front-wheel or 4Motion all-wheel drive.
• Volvo brings both its wagon and its rugged allweather Cross Country treatment to the 90 Series
—making that lineup complete—in the new V90
Cross Country. / The Volvo S60 sedan and V60
wagon get upgrades to their Polestar performance versions, with a 362-hp Drive-E powertrain.
The LA Auto Show is also a major announcement
venue for a variety of awards, including:
• The all-electric 2017 Chevrolet Bolt was Green
Car Journal 2017 Green Car of the Year. Finalists
included the BMW 330e iPerformance, Chrysler
Pacifica, Kia Optima and Toyota Prius Prime.
• Subaru received the Best Overall Mainstream
Brand Residual Value Award from ALG, the analytics division of TrueCar Inc.
• The 2017 Dodge Charger earned the Residual
Value Award in the full-size category from ALG for
its third year in a row.
• Consumer Guide Automotive awarded the Kia

• 2017 Ram Rebel / Sport special editions

Soul its Best Buy Award for 2017 in the Subcompact Car segment for the third year in a row.
• The all-new 2017 Chrysler Pacifica is winner of
the Kelley Blue Book Best Buy Awards.
• Kelley Blue Book named the 2017 Toyota Prius
Prime as the Electric/Hybrid Best Buy of 2017.
• Kelley Blue Book awarded Best Buy of the Year
for small SUVs/crossovers to the fourth-gen Kia
Sportage, the brand’s longest running nameplate.
• The all-new 2017 Ford F-Series Super Duty won
the 2017 Motor Trend Truck of the Year title, the
first time for Super Duty.
• Ford Motor Company was honored for the second time for its water conservation efforts by CDP,
an international not-for-profit that drives sustainable economies.
• Strategic Vision gave the 2016 Kia Sorento a
Most Loved Vehicle award in the highly-competitive midsize crossover segment.
• The North American Car, Truck and Utility
Vehicle of the Year awards for excellence in
innovation, design, safety, performance, technology, driver satisfaction and value, judged by about
60 automotive journalists from the US and Canada, announced their finalists: Car of the Year:
Chevrolet Bolt, Genesis G90 and Volvo S90; Truck
of the Year: Ford F-Series Super Duty, Honda
Ridgeline and Nissan Titan; and Utility Vehicle of
the Year: Chrysler Pacifica, Jaguar F-PACE and
Mazda CX-9. Truck of the Year can include pickups
and light/medium commercial vans. Utility Vehicle
of the Year, new for 2017, can include passenger
minivans. The 2017 Car, Truck and Utility Vehicle
of the Year are announced in January at the North
American International Auto Show in Detroit.
• LA-based Motor Press Guild—North America’s
largest automotive media association—revealed
Jean Jennings as 2016 recipient of the MPG
Dean Batchelor Lifetime Achievement Award.
The LA Auto Show was rich with reveals this year,
and the manufacturers always have more on tap
for the next round of shows. Up next, domestically: Detroit, Chicago and New York. ■
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