• 2019 Audi A8

he Los Angeles Auto Show is the first of
the major international shows on the calendar and the handiest to Arizona, a 45-minute flight or six-hour drive away.
LA Auto Show Press and Trade Days officially
merged with a Connected Car Expo last year, under a new title of AutoMobility LA, as the show’s
hosts blend consumer electronics, the automotive
industry and urban planning. Automotive manufacturers still bring their first wave of new production model reveals, concepts and technological advances. Here are some highlights (alphabetically).

T

Th all-new 2019 Audi A8, its fourth generation,
continues their reliably slow-but-sure evolution
from a wider and more vertical “Singleframe”
grille, to more slope at the rear of its stronger and
stiffer 58-percent aluminum plus CFRP body, with
strong wheel arches to accentuate its quattro
AWD. Innovative new lighting tech is featured
front to rear, while rear seat passengers receive
features on a par with many limousines.

first B-segment CUV for the US, with “urban smart
armor” styling and 2.0L Atkinson Cycle 4-cylinder,
expanding the current Tucson, Santa Fe and Santa
Fe Sport lineup at the subcompact end, arriving in
first quarter 2018. Hyundai also announced a partnership with Smartcar to deliver connected services such as car wash, groceries, on-demand fueling, remote lock/unlock, remote startup and more.
• New BMW i8 Roadster

• 2019 Chevrolet Corvette ZR1 convertible

• A new BMW i8 Roadster joins the existing
“sports car of the future” 2+2 BMW i8 Coupe this
spring. In both plug-in hybrids, BMW eDrive technology promises longer range and more time in
pure-electric mode. The new i8 Roadster is based
on the same LifeDrive vehicle architecture of aluminum chassis and carbon-fiber-reinforced plastic
(CFRP) passenger cell, and it still has the Coupe’s
scissor doors—but with more headroom.
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• 2018 Jeep® Wrangler

• The 2019 Chevrolet Corvette ZR1 convertible
is the first since the original in 1970. Starting at
$123,995 (the ZR1 coupe at $119,995), it has a
755-hp LT5 6.2L supercharged V8 and 7-speed
manual or 8-speed paddle-shift auto. Zero-to-60
time is under 3 seconds, top speed over 200 mph.
An adjustable High Wing comes in the $2,995 ZTK
Performance Package with special tires, chassis
and Magnetic Ride Control tuning. The top can be
operated remotely or at speeds up to 30 mph.

• 2018 Hyundai Kona

• The new 2018 Hyundai Kona is the brand’s

• Jaguar XE SV Project 8

• The 592-hp Jaguar XE SV Project 8 is the
world’s fastest four-door sedan of production-intent spec, with a record lap of the 12.9-mile Nürburgring Nordschleife, the famed “Green Hell,” in
just 7 minutes 21.23 seconds. Designed, engineered and hand built by Jaguar Land Rover’s
Special Vehicle Operations (SVO) division, the car
was 11 seconds quicker than the previous record,
faster than many two-door coupes and exotics.
• The 2018 Jeep Wrangler (JL) comes in four
trim levels, 2-door and 4-door models with multiple roof options, multiple 4x4 systems (with a firstever 2-speed full-time 4WD transfer case available on Sahara 4-door). A 3.6L Pentastar V6 is
joined by an all-new 2.0L turbo four with 48-volt
battery. (A 3.0L EcoDiesel V6 comes later.) Every
Wrangler model receives a Trail Rated badge. See
our launch drive feature elsewhere in this issue.
• The 2018 Kia Niro Plug-in Hybrid (PHEV)
brings a new trick to an already clever new model.
Kia's third plug-in model, the Niro PHEV adds
about 26 miles of EV range and has a 105 MPGe
rating, for a total driving range up to ±560 miles—
great for pure EV daily driving plus the ability to
take long road trips. The Niro PHEV has the same
six-speed dual-clutch automatic (DCT) as the Niro,
for engaging driving. A full charge takes about 2.5
hours at 240V (Level 2).
• Say hello to the 2019 Lincoln Nautilis—which
replaces the prior MKX—as we say hooray for
Lincoln finally replacing one of their barely distinguishable and easily forgettable MK-whatever

• 2018 Kia Niro Plug-in Hybrid

• 2019 Lincoln Nautilus

model names. The vehicle picks up styling cues
from the Lincoln Continental and includes a new
lane-centering feature (which may make more
sense than lane-keeping, when you think about it),
while engines include 245-hp and 335-hp options.
• Mazda makes its promised move to premium
positioning (an unusually high percentage of Mazda buyers buy top trim models already) with a new
2018 Mazda6 sedan. Fit and feel cues include increased sound insulation, Nappa leather, aged
woods, a chassis engineered for more comfort and
better driving dynamics, both. Mazda maintains its
zoom-zoom aura, as well, with a new SKYACTIV-G
2.5T engine delivering the power of a 4-liter V8.
• The new Mercedes-Benz CLS, arriving in fall,
shows a new brand design direction of clear contours, reduced lines, a forward-slanting grille that
widens towards the base, low and wide headlights, and two-section taillamps. The four-door
coupe has a new inline-six engine, is the first Mercedes-Benz with 48-volt technology with ISG (integrated starter-generator) for increased efficiency
and comfort, and seats five for the first time.
• A MINI E revealed at the LA Show in 2008 was
the basis for 600 electric test vehicles that led to
development of the BMW i3. This year, they have
revealed the MINI Electric concept ahead of a
full model release in 2019. Known for go-kart-like
handling, the MINI brand should take this to new
heights with an EV. The Electric concept was
shown along with the MINI Cooper S E Countryman ALL4, the brand’s first Plug-in-Hybrid model.

• 2018 Mazda6

• 2019 Mercedes-Benz CLS-Class

• MINI Electric concept

• Showing the fruits of their new Nissan-Renault
partnership, Mitsubishi revealed two new vehicles:
the 2018 Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross, an all-new
CUV slotting between Outlander and Outlander
Sport; and a new Outlander Plug-in Hybrid PHEV
to affordably handle your commute in pure electric
• 2018 Nissan Rogue X-Wing with BB-8
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• 2018 Porsche 911 Carrera T

and active distance weekends in AWD conditions.
• The all-new 2019 Nissan Kicks CUV effectively takes the discontinued Juke’s spot in the lineup,
as an affordable urban front-drive CUV with 1.6L
4-cylinder, slotting in smaller than the Rogue Sport.
Nissan’s stage was dominated, though, by another round of Star Wars-themed concepts, from TIE
fighters to X-wings, with a Star Trooper squadron
doing a star turn, coordinated with December’s
release of Star Wars: The Last Jedi.
• Porsche had four North American reveals at
LA: the 680-hp 2018 Panamera Turbo S E-Hybrid
Sport Turismo with 550-hp 4.0L twin-turbo V8 and
136-hp electric motor (0-to-60 in 3.2 seconds,
$188,400); the 2018 718 Boxster GTS ($81,900)
and 718 Cayman GTS ($79,800) with new intake
plenum and optimized turbo (more hp and 6-speed
manual standard); and the lightweight 2018
Porsche 911 Carrera T (Touring) with 6-speed manual and other sport engineering ($102,100).
• From a company well known for high-performance adaptations of muscle cars, pickups, even
electric sedans—as well as its Saleen 7 (or S7)
supercar, way ahead of its time at the turn of the
millennium—comes the new Saleen S1 (or
Saleen 1), a small, mid-engine, carbon fiber supercar developed 100 percent in-house, with a 450-hp
2.5L turbo four, standard manual standard, auto
available, aiming for 60 mph in about 3.5 seconds.
• Sondors Electric Car Company of Malibu debuted a three-seat, three-wheel EV. This prototype
was equity crowdfunded in 2017 and completed in
seven months. Their aim is simplicity and affordability, with two front seats, one rear, three Li-Ion
battery options for 75, 150 or 200-mile range, 110
or 240v charging and a 0-to-60 time of 5.8 seconds. The car will be ordered online and delivered
direct to customers. Target price is just $10,000.
• The 2019 Subaru Ascent marks a big new

• Saleen S1

• Sondors EV

direction for the automaker long known for small
vehicles—a full-size 8-passenger SUV, their first
big three-row utility since the Tribeca petered out
in 2014—while its 2.4L Boxer® engine shows it is
all Subaru. The vehicle, arriving this summer, has
a continuously variable transmission (CVT), is of
course AWD, can tow 5,000 lb and has a full suite
of EyeSight® driver assist technologies.
• The Toyota FT-AC (Future Toyota Adventure
Concept) may replace the FJ Cruiser (dropped in
the US in 2014, but still sold globally), a reasonably affordable yet tough active lifestyle machine—
an entry-level off-roader, with tow hooks, skid
plates, short overhangs, roof cargo system, fog
lights that can be taken from their pods and used
as portable lights, e.g. on a mountain bike for
night rides, plus WiFi hot spot with cloud storage.
• The Volkswagen I.D. Crozz electric compact
SUV coupe joins earlier I.D. and I.D. Buzz microbus
concepts, with word it will be their first next-gen
EV on US roads, in 2020 (followed by the bus in
2022, with an overall goal of 15 VW EVs globally
by 2025). In concept form, the vehicle boasts 302
hp (101 front, 202 rear), AWD, and a range of up to
300 miles. The four-door coupe SUV is about the
size of a Tiguan and has voice-activated doors.
• The new compact 2019 Volvo XC40 SUV joins
the midsize XC60 and big XC90 utilities this spring,
coming at first with a Volvo T5 four-cylinder, AWD,
and base price of $35,200. A front-drive T4 model
arrives later this year ($33,200), with a pure electric and other models following. You can buy,
lease or (for the first time) subscribe for two years,
much as with a cellphone, but including insurance,
maintenance, tire protection, roadside assistance,
and an option to trade up at 12 months.
Next up domestically are the Detroit auto show
(the North American International Auto Show) in
January, the Chicago Auto Show in February and
the New York International Auto Show in April. ■

• 2019 Subaru Ascent

• Toyota FT-AC concept

• Volkswagen I.D. Crozz concept

• 2019 Volvo XC40 T5 AWD
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