SPECIAL EVENT : 2007 COPPERSTATE 1000

Seventeenth Annual Copperstate 1000
Road Rally
THE GREAT AMERICAN CAR REVIVAL
WORDS AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY HOWARD KOBY

F

or 17 years the Men’s Art Council of
the Phoenix Art Museum has been
giving vintage car enthusiasts the
opportunity to exercise their machinery
while enjoying some of the best scenery in
the Southwest. On April 14, 2007, two car
shows united at Tempe Diablo Stadium
(home of spring training for the Los Angeles
Angels baseball team). The Concorso
Arizona, celebrating 60 years of Ferrari,
was held in conjunction with the sendoff of
the Copperstate 1000 Road Rally.
Ferrari Club of America’s Concorso
lined the field of the stadium with 120
exotic Italian vehicles. Concorso Arizona is
the largest Ferrari gathering in Arizona
and is the only IFC/PCA judged event in
the state. Ferrari, Lamborghini, Jaguar,
Aston Martin, Maserati, and Alfa Romeo
owners were invited from around the
country to proudly display their treasures
in a “Field of Dreams” setting. Some
lesser-known names such as Allard, Kurtis
and Frazier-Nash added to the wide-range
of cars on display. While the key purpose
for many of these car shows is raising
money for worthy charities like the Ronald
McDonald House and the Phoenix Art
Museum, having a good time is also part
of the package. Judging was available for
any 1997 or older Ferrari, and at the same
time the blending of the concours and the
Copperstate entries created a new and
exciting visual treat for the hundreds of
spectators who showed up Saturday and
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Concorso Arizona — Tempe Diablo Stadium
Concorso Arizona — 1962 Ferrari Spyder CA — Chris Cox
1952 212 Ferrari Barchetta — Bill Jacobs
1960 Lotus Type 14 Elite — Jess and Eddie Marker — Copperstate sendoff from stadium
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1989 Mondial T Cabriolet — Mark Hirst

1955
1956
1965
1953

Austin Healey BN2 — Tim Haas & Ann Sage
Ferrari GT Boano — Tony Schwartz
Shelby Cobra 289 — John Voigt and Ann Alvernaz
Ferrari 375 MM Spyder — Tom Shaughnessey
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Sunday morning. Each Ferrari entered for
judging was expected to be fully operational and was scrutinized on exterior,
interior, and engine/chassis. Superb
Prancing Horses that won Platinum
awards included Pietro Di Leonardo with
his low and exotic 1971 Ferrari Dino 246
GT, Enzo Nudo showing a beautiful 1988
Ferrari 328 GTB, Mark Hirst displaying his
1989 Ferrari Mondial Cabriolet and Alex
Papas with an impressive 1995 Ferrari
F50. The Classic V12 category contained
most of the Copperstate entries and ten of
them won Platinum. Scott McPherson
(Copperstate Chairman) nabbed an award
for Outstanding 12 Cylinder with his
excellent 1972 Ferrari GTC/4. Outstanding
Competition Car was Thomas Shaughnessy’s rare 1954 Ferrari 375 MM while
the Participants Choice Award honored
Joe Moch for his 1963 Ferrari 250 GT
California Spyder. Even with all that fine
Italian exotica it was Matt Frankel that
cornered Best of Show with his sleek 1971
Ferrari Daytona Spyder.
The ultimate thrill for any car enthusiast
is to sit behind the wheel of a perfectly
restored vintage automobile while cruising
and challenging the winding roads, hairpin
switchbacks, long straightaways and scenic
highways and byways through some of the
best landscapes in the United States.
Sunday morning, glorious Arizona sunshine greeted the 2007 Copperstate 1000
at Tempe Diablo Stadium for the concours
viewing and the start of the rally. This
prestigious gathering of automotive art
compares to the Italian Mille Miglia and
features vintage sports, racing, classic and
grand touring automobiles manufactured
before January 1973. The Copperstate is
not for the faint of heart and attracts some
pretty serious machinery—like the 1970
Alpine Renault (won the Rallye de Ceverres)
driven by Mitch and Kim McCullough from
Redondo Beach, California, Michael and
Katharina Leventhal’s striking 1953 Ferrari
340 MM Competition LeMans Spyder, Bill
Jacob’s important 1952 212 Barchetta, a
powerful 1965 Shelby Cobra piloted by
John Voigt and Ana Alvernax from Gig
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Harbor, Washington, and a sweet nostalgic 1966 Pontiac GTO manned by Ed and
Bonnie Marshall from Scottsdale.
The field included Aston Martin,
Auburn, Austin Healey, Bentley, Bizzarrini,
Bugatti, Corvette, Jaguar, Lincoln and
Triumph. The goal of the Copperstate is
for everyone to experience pure enjoyment with their cars. First class accommodations, excellent food (sometime catered
to the group in the middle of the desert)
and an escort of 8 hand-picked Arizona
Highway Motorcycle patrolmen who
watched over the Copperstaters to make
sure they don’t get carried away is all on
the Copperstate menu.
This year’s route guided the rolling
museum of automotive sculpture on a
1,000-mile loop through Arizona back
roads, in addition to brushing the rim of
the spectacular Grand Canyon while
savoring the fragrance of spring
wildflowers. The tour brought us through
six climate zones from the Sonoran Desert
to the alpine elevations of the San
Francisco Peaks.
The overnight at the Grand Hotel in the
Grand Canyon National Park gave everyone the opportunity to reunite and tell
stories about the days drive. Not that
Arizona doesn’t have enough beautiful
scenery but for the last few years the
organizers have laid out the route even
more exciting by stepping into another
state. Last year it was Monument Valley in
Utah, and this year we traveled through
the breathtaking splendor of Zion National
Park in southern Utah. As Jim Speer and
Bob Wass were gliding along on a
mountain road, suddenly huge billows of
smoke came pouring from beneath his
1966 Ferrari 330 GTC. Engine failure
looked like the cause but all it was is that
the oil dipstick wasn’t fully inserted,
causing oil to splatter over the hot headers
and exhaust pipes. With the dipstick
reinserted, the GTC was in fine shape once
again! Long stretches of winding highways with towering mountains and
plateaus as a backdrop is always part of
the well researched Copperstate route. All
you need to enjoy the rally is a vintage car
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1953 Ferrari 340 MM — Michael and Katherina Leventhal
1966 Ferrari 275GTB — Sidney and Doug Allen
1966 Pontiac GTO — Ed and Bonnie Marshall
Zion National Park — Utah
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in decent working order and a navigator
with a willing spirit.
David and Marianne Duthu from
Houston, Texas, have just that spirit,
having been on many Copperstates in a
wide variety of vintage works of art. The
1927 Bugatti Type 35A that the Duthu’s
were motoring this year is powered by a
1496cc four cylinder engine with three
valves per cylinder and provided a fantastic and fun ride along the long stretches
of Arizona asphalt. After gazing upon aweinspiring landscapes of Zion National Park
and northern Arizona we enjoy an outdoor
lunch at Lees Ferry, which was until 1927,
the only north/south crossing of the
Colorado River in the state of Arizona.
After lunch, we skirted the edge of the
Navajo Reservation to Flagstaff and then
followed the Oak Creek/Sedona scenic
road to our over-night rest at Sedona
Rouge Hotel and Spa.
The last leg of this incredible journey we
leave Sedona in the morning and head
back to Scottsdale, where Meguiar’s
provided a victory car wash before the
award banquet held that evening at the
Hotel Valley Ho. Michael Leventhal, who
was driving the 1953 Ferrari 340 MM, was
awarded the Louis E. Laflin lll Spirit
Award, given to a person who best
embodies the spirit of the Copperstate.
Vintage rallies are a wonderful way for
couples and buddies to enjoy their cars
together at speed on beautiful roads in the
company of like-minded friends. “What
more can you ask for!” ■
Thank you to Maurice Durand from
Mitsubishi Motors North America in
Cypress, California for lending us a superb
running 2007 Outlander SUV 4WD with
rally-inspired Paddle Shifters to cover the
Copperstate 1000. This vehicle was the
perfect automobile to run in all terrains
and conditions on the open and back
roads of Arizona and Utah.
For information on next year’s Copperstate
visit www.copperstate1000.com or call
602-307-2007.
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1970 Alpine Renault — Mitch McCullough
1959 Jaguar MK IX Saloon — Dick and Kathy Hile
1925 Bugatti Type 35A — David and Marianne Duthu
1967 Ferrari 330 GTC — Harley and Colette Cluxton
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Concours d’Élegance and more. Howard is author of the books Top Fuel
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