(Left) Dale and Marilyn Lillard’s 1932 Lincoln KB
Boattail Speedster has hand-crafted coachwork
designed by the late David Holls of GM (who
penned the 1959 Cadillac and 1966 Buick Riviera). It
placed second in class at Pebble Beach in 1999.
(Right) Bob and Pat White’s 1973 Maserati Bora
lines up with other Copperstate 1000 cars at Tempe
Diablo Stadium, the night before Field of Dreams
and the rally start. • John and Peggy Leshinski lead
the pack in their 1951 Allard K-2, originally imported
by Al Unser Sr and a veteran of the Pikes Peak
International Hill Climb. • And they’re off! A 1956
Alfa Romeo 1900 CSS leads a 1967 4-speed L-71
Chevrolet Corvette Sting Ray through the curves.

A

longtime member of the Men’s
Art Council was the late Louis
Laflin III, who started the Mille
Miglia style rally in 1991 as a Phoenix Art
Museum fundraiser, and to this day the
25th Annual Bell Lexus Copperstate 1000
Road Rally is considered the premier rally
in the United States.
Cars manufactured before 1973 were
revealed in a steel rainbow show field of
about 90 vintage and classic rolling
works of art at Tempe Diablo Stadium
(training home for the Los Angeles
Angels baseball team) for a free “Field of
Dreams” car exhibition to hundreds of
spectators and car enthusiasts on Saturday, April 18, 2015.
After 25 years in the running, vintage,
sports, racing, classics and grand touring
automobiles have been synchronized
with the amazing diversity of the beautiful landscapes of Arizona. From high
plateaus, snow capped peaks and pine
forests to the solitude of the Sonoran
Desert, challenging the Copperstate 1000
can be a magical experience both for driver and navigator.
On a brilliant sunbathed Arizona day, a
concours gathering of some of the finest
vintage machinery in the country were
being geared up by drivers and navigators
putting the final touches on their prized
possessions. Like going on the Mille Miglia,
someone once mentioned you might
include extra parts, GPS, spare and jack,
water, voltmeter, gas can, jumper cables,
metric sockets, Rain-X, plugs, points,
rotor, coil, distributor cap and anything
else you could dream up.
Also on hand to protect and serve,
eight Arizona motorcycle policemen
tagged along on this freewheeling festival
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(Left) Alexander Menzel and Mark Alfano tackle
Zion Scenic Drive in southern Utah in their 1963
Shelby 289, a fine example of the first combination
of English and American elements, with a Ford
short-stroke V8 in an AC Cobra body and chassis.
(Right) Headed north of US 89 from Flagstaff, with
the San Francisco Peaks in the background, are
Mike and Dawn Fisher in their 1959 Bocar XP-5, a
car originally purchased by 1950s racer Art
Hutting, who set a class land speed record in it at
Daytona, at 175 mph. More recently, it has completed the Colorado Grand five times and has run in
many vintage races. • The old bridge and the new
bridge crossing the Little Colorado River at
Cameron, Arizona, en route to southern Utah. • This
1964 Jaguar E-Type Fixed Head Coupe with slightly
modified engine and 5-speed transmission belongs
to Diego and Helena Ribadeneira.

of speed to make sure no one got too
carried away.
The field was as varied as the spectacular landscape, ranging from the three
oldest cars, a stunning 1932 Lincoln KB
Boattail Speedster driven by Dale and
Marilyn Lillard from Phoenix, a stupendous 1929 Bentley 6.5 Litre piloted by
Hayden and John D. Groendyke from
Enid, Oklahoma and a rare 1930 Bentley
Speed Six owned by Clive and Janet
Cussler from Paradise Valley, Arizona.
The exciting array of cars included
post-war Ferraris, Jaguars, Maseratis,
Mercedes 300SLs, Porsches, Alfas,
Astons, nine Shelby 350s (it’s that car’s
50th anniversary), a great 1951 Allard K2 driven by John and Peggy Leshinski
from Scottsdale, and a sprinkling of
Corvettes, DeTamasos, Lambos, two
Lancias, a 1965 Sunbeam Tiger, a few
Volvos and much more.
The motorcade blasted out of the stadium, one at a time, at 12:30 pm on
Saturday, April 18, heading north on a
1,300-mile motoring adventure cruising
some of the best asphalt Arizona and
Utah have to offer. Our modern wagon
train’s short route to the timber town of
Flagstaff guided the cars from barren
desert through the ponderosa pine forest, where the town sits at the base of
the San Francisco Peaks, including Humphreys Peak (the highest point in Arizona, at 12,637 feet).
On day two, from Flagstaff, the excitement of heading into Utah and the geologic wonders of Zion National Park stimulates some of the participants to leave
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earlier than scheduled for lunch at Cliff
Dwellers Lodge Restaurant, not far from
the incredible views at the Navajo Bridge
overlooking the meandering beauty of the
Colorado River.
An unusual car on the rally, one of a
half dozen racecars, was Mike and Dawn
Fisher’s 1959 Bocar XP-5, and boy did it
look good past the San Francisco Peaks
and through the box canyons of Zion
National Park, as we stepped across the
border into Utah and an overnight in the
town of St. George.
Ray Sherr and Stanley Bauer in their
sporty red 1962 Mercedes 300SL
Roadster were breathless as they gazed
upon the massive red and pink sandstone
cliffs along the Zion Canyon Scenic Drive.
Rick Mahrle from Paradise Valley, Arizona was chairman on the first Copperstate and 1999 and 2000 Copperstate and
has literally been on every rally since that
first one. He was driving his red 1969 Alfa
Romeo 1750 Spider with his navigator
wife Denise. Every time I run into Rick he
always asks me about his ex-Rick Mahrle
Alfa Spider that I acquired from him a
number of years ago, that actually ran the
Copperstate a few times.
Our 334-mile trek on Monday brought
us back into Arizona, skirting the edge to
Lake Powell and over the Lake Powell Dam,
destined for a welcomed lunch break at the
Antelope Point Marina in Page.
Then we had a beautiful drive along the
Oak Creek Canyon Scenic Drive to the
luxurious Enchantment Resort at the
head of Boynton Canyon, for a posh twonight stay.
On Tuesday, the route book guided the
cavalcade to the glorious grandeur of the
Grand Canyon, one of the Seven Wonders
of the World, for a short stop at Hagerty’s
hospitality RV at the Grandview Point
overlook, to refresh with a snack and a
cold drink.
Next, a big Western meal at the Big E
Steakhouse & Saloon at Grand Canyon
Village in Tusayan refueled the Copperstaters to challenge Mingus Mountain to
the mining town of Jerome and descend
along the Jerome-Clarkdale-Cottonwood
Historic Road to the valley floor, where we
headed back to Enchantment.
The relationship between man and
machine is a curious one, but when you
add to the mix the mysteries of our beautiful earth you wind up with moving auto-
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(Left) Ray Scherr and Stanley Bauer ease their
1962 Mercedes-Benz 300SL back onto the highway
for a run down Zion Drive in Utah. One of three
300SLs in the rally—two roadsters and one gullwing—this one was acquired by the current owner
in 1999 and has been on multiple vintage rallies.
(Right) Dennis and Karen Chookaszian brought the
1956 Mercedes 300SL Gullwing. • John and Peggy
Leshinski appear again in their 1951 Allard K-2,
popping out of a tunnel on the Zion-Mount Carmel
Highway in southern Utah. Behind them is a 1957
Alfa Romeo Giulietta Sprint, sold new in Mexico
and a veteran of the 1993 La Carrera Panamericana. • Winner of the 2015 Copperstate 1000’s
Participants’ Choice Award is this concours-,
museum- or clearly open road-worthy 1930 Bentley
Speed Six belonging to Janet and Clive Cussler, a
car engineered way ahead of its time with
aluminum pistons, dry-sump lubrication, twin spark
ignition and advanced valve train.

motive art in the natural environment.
Machines like Bob Anderson’s 1967 Ferrari 275 GTB4, John and Peggie Leshinski’s
striking 1951 Allard K-2, and David Ward’s
1957 Lancia Aurelia B24S Convertible all
blended with nature’s magnificence.
For the final leg of this orgy of automobilia, our vintage fleet indulges in a
scrumptious lunch at Hidden Springs
Ranch in Kirkland Junction and then
plunges down the Yarnell Grade past
Wickenburg, then down the Carefree
Highway to our ultimate destination at
the JW Marriott Desert Ridge Resort and
Spa in northern Phoenix, for the “Suds &
Suds” car wash sponsored by Pit Stop,
and the elegant awards banquet.
The Participants’ Choice Award went to
Clive and Janet Cussler with their statuesque 1930 Bentley Speed Six, while the
Louis E. Laflin III Spirit Award went to Jim
Ballinger and Marc Cavness. The award is
a sculpture created by Arizona artist Ed
Mell, an alumni of Art Center College of
Design in Pasadena, California. Mell also
creates a painting for each year’s event
that graces the route book and is later
auctioned to the benefit of the Phoenix
Art Museum benefactor of the event.
It is really all about the people who
make the event truly memorable, for they
are the ones who preserve and bring the
magnificent cars. ■
HOWARD KOBY is a widely published photographer and automotive journalist based in Los Angeles and specializing in editorial, advertising and
automotive photography. Howard graduated with
honors from the Art Center College of Design in
Pasadena and has served on the Advisory Committee in its Transportation Design Department.
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