MOTORSPORTS : FIA FORMULA E : LONG BEACH GRAND PRIX
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(Lead photo at left) Daniel Abt leading
Lucas di Grassi through Turn 3. (Above)
Preparing the car for the race. Carrying a
front wing. (Below) Michael Andretti,
Team Principal of Andretti Formula-E Team.

Alain Prost, four-time F1 World Champion.
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combustion and electric “power units,”
Formula E pushes the technology envelope
for all-electric motive power.

Ensuring that Formula E cars will go the
distance and are quick on the track requires
that they store a lot of electrical energy on-
board, at least for the time being. As a short-
term measure while battery and charging
technology continues to evolve, the racers
each drive two cars: one during the first part
of the race and the other for the second.

Unlike the original 24 Hours of Le Mans
car race, where drivers leapt into their cars
and took off without properly securing their
safety belts, in Formula E there is a required
minimum time in the pits, to ensure that the
drivers change from their first car to their
second safely.

Incredibly, this year’s Long Beach Formula
E race was FREE to spectators. If their enthu-
siasm was any indication, they really appre-
ciated that and turned out in large numbers,
filling the grandstands that were already set
up for the rest of the Grand Prix a couple of
weeks later.

The race course was a somewhat short-
ened version of the regular Long Beach
street circuit—there being no point in having
extra-long, battery-draining straightaways.
Watching the cars race wheel to wheel, and
weaving their way through tight turns, was
very exciting.

In addition to the power plant—actually
because of it—fans will notice a major differ-
ence between Formula E racing and tradi-
tional auto racing. Instead of having to
endure a race-long assault on our hearing
that would render normal conversation all
but impossible, Formula E cars are quiet.
Those of us who grew up racing radio-con-

Race winner Nelson Piquet Jr, China Racing
Formula-E Team. Jaime Alguersuari, Virgin Racing
Formula-E Team. Bruno Senna in Turn 3, Mahindra
Racing Formula-E Team. Racing into Turn 4.

trolled cars or indoor go-karts will find the
mechanical whine of Formula E cars very
familiar and entirely appropriate for race-
cars. Add to that tire squealing in the cor-
ners. The ability to talk to each other during a
race is a very welcome change.

This first Long Beach Formula E race was a
huge success. It was won by former Formula 1
driver and current Red Bull Global Rallycross
driver Nelson Piquet Jr. of Brazil, driving for
the China Racing Formula-E Team.
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