


COVER: The new high performance two-seat, 550-hp 2017
Mercedes-AMG GT C Roadster, at its Arizona launch drive
along with its stable mate, the 469-hp Mercedes-AMG GT
Roadster, both with hand-crafted AMG 4.0L twin-turbo direct
injection V8 and 7-speed DCT dual-clutch transmission.
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START YOUR ENGINES : FROM THE PUBLISHER

I t has been an active spring, from NASCAR at Phoenix Raceway, to auctions and con-
cours d’élegance from Southern California to Florida that dovetail with our local auc-

tion houses and collectors, to Goodguys Rod & Custom’s season opener at Westworld,
to a run of big international auto shows full of eye candy and technology. Spring is in
the air with the auto manufacturers, too, as we bring you a run of compelling launch
drives: the new Aston Martin DB11 in greater San Diego with Dave Stall, a big new
highly-terrain-capable Land Rover Discovery in northwestern Arizona and southwestern
Utah with Sue Mead, Arizona-based launches of both the new Mercedes-AMG GT
Roadster and GT C Roadster and the Volvo V90 Cross Country wagon, and a Find New
Roads launch of the new Chevrolet Equinox in the Southeast. We also stop in at Moab
with Jeep, where they have custom-built seven concepts that show off not only their
imaginations and skills, but possible future features or even (we can dream) future mod-
els. It has also been a great time to hit the open highway, and both Tyson Hugie and
Stephanie Jarnagan will give you some new ideas for your own summer road trips, as
Tyson takes us to a little known desert oasis near Lake Havasu and Stephanie takes us
along in a Jeep-towing RV with her whole family to tour National Parks and other high-
lights throughout the West. NASCAR results, with photos by Randall Bohl, foreshadow
a $178 million rebuild happening at PIR this year. We also bring you some two-wheel
news, including information on the up coming Black Hills Motor Classic—the Sturgis

Rally—and Motorcycle Hall of Fame in duc tions, along with other des-
tination travel ideas, including a historic driving tour of Nevada’s rail-
road and mining heritage.

Enjoy the ride.
Joe Sage - Publisher/ Executive Editor
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Phoenix Molecular Imaging
The Prostate Cancer Imaging Specialists

The first and only facility in the
Western US approved to produce
and use C11 Acetate for the
evaluation of prostate cancer under
multiple clinical trials.

The physicians at Phoenix
Molecular are conducting studies to
determine how well C11 Acetate
PET/CT scans can improve their

ability to detect residual or recurrent
prostate cancer.

Through advanced imaging, such
as C11-Acetate PET/CT, we now
can know the true limit or extent of
prostate cancer. With this
information, better treatment
decisions can be made.

Avoid the discomfort and
in accuracy of Random Prostate
Biopsies.

If you have a high PSA or are under
Active Surveillance for Prostate
Cancer, Multi Parametric MRI is the
best non invasive way to determine
if there is clinically significant cancer
that needs further attention.

Proud Sponsor of the 

Prostate Cancer Awareness 
Vintage Race Team 
and Grand Prix of Scottsdale

Phoenix Molecular Imaging
4540 E Cotton Gin Loop, Ste 150
Phoenix, AZ 85040
602.368.3055
www.phxmi.com

C11-Acetate PET Imaging Multi‐Parametric MRI



▼ With an all-new 400-hp 2.5-liter five-
cylinder TFSI engine delivering 354 lb-ft
of torque, the all-new 2018 Audi TT RS
is the most pow erful production TT ever.
Join ing the new Audi Sport model line, the
2018 TT RS made its US debut at the 2017
New York Inter na tional Auto Show. With
its distinctive five-cylinder sound that is
un mistakably Audi, the new TT echoes the
original five-cylinder Ur-quattro turbo. A
1-2-4-5-3 ig ni tion sequence has the igni-
tion alternate be tween adjacent cylinder
and those further apart, giving the TT RS
its own special rhythm. Light weight alu-
minum and magnesium engine construc-
tion —less than 20 inches in length and 57
pounds lighter than the previous genera-
tion —allowed engineers to reduce internal
friction and increase power, with maxi-
mum torque from 1,700 to 5,850 rpm.
Trac  tion control specifically calibrated for
the TT RS maximizes acceleration with
minimal slip, for a 0-to-60 mph time of
3.6 seconds, faster than any other TT
model, and a top speed of 155 mph (or
174 mph with an optional Dynamic plus
package). A large BorgWarner turbocharg-
er forces intake air into combustion cham-
bers at up to 1.35 bar (19.6 psi). The TT RS
has a seven-speed S tronic dual-clutch
trans  mis sion, with a launch control pro-
gram for rapid acceleration through pre-
cise engine speed and automated clutch
release. The TT RS quattro all-wheel drive
with electrohydraulic multi-plate clutch
can send nearly 100 percent of torque to
the rear wheels. For the first time on the

TT RS, the quattro AWD is fully integrated
within the Audi drive select system, with
comfort, auto, dynamic and individual
settings controlling shift points, steering,
throttle response and damper control
(when equipped with magnetic ride). The
new Audi TT RS starts at $64,900.

▼ The new app-based shipping service
Roadie is now in Phoenix. From the user
side, it lets you send things—furniture,
boxes, bicycles and more—along with dri -
vers who are already heading in that direc-

tion. This saves on shipping costs and is a
green way to use re sources already on the
road. The service has also seen an uptick
with local small business, as an affordable
way to deliver goods to their customers.
From the driver side, you are notified by
mobile app when a gig is posted near your
home or current location. Roadie drivers

also get discounts and special savings
from partners including Waffle House,
YourMechanic and Zipcar.

▼ Electra Meccanica Vehicles of Vancou -
ver revealed two new vehicles at the Van -
couver Auto Show this spring—a SOLO R
race-prepped variant of the SOLO all-elec-
tric com muter vehicle, and an all-electric
Electra Meccanica Torfino two-seat
road ster, an evolution of the classic Inter -
meccanica Roadster, an example of which
was also displayed. “The passion behind
these cars are (sic) a massive step forward
for our brand and they represent the best
of what we can achieve from a perform-
ance standpoint,” said Electra Meccanica
president Mark West. Designed by a
world-class Intermeccanica coach-build-
ing team, the hand-crafted Tofino will pro-
vide a spirited and powerful driving expe-
rience—a classic car look with tomorrow’s
latest technology. The Tofino has a high-
performance electric motor and a top
speed of 125 mph, with 0-to-62 mph
acceleration in under 7 seconds. The chas-
sis and body are made of a lightweight
aerospace-grade composite, with a light-
weight retractable hard top and ample

cargo space. The Tofino states a range of
250 miles on a full charge. Available in
Titanium Silver, Electric Red, Raven Black,
Arctic White or Bionic Bronze, the Electra
Meccanica Torfino projects a starting price
of $50,000, with deliveries expected in
2019. You can reserve one with $1,000 at
electrameccanica.com.

▼ Automobili Lamborghini has deliv-
ered a new Huracán Polizia, the police ver-
sion of its Huracán supercar, to the Italian
Highway Patrol in Rome. The ceremony

also included transfer of the 2009 Gallardo
Polizia from the Lam bor ghini Museum in
Sant’Agata Bolo gnese, to go on permanent
display at the Highway Patrol Auto Mu se -
um in Rome. The Huracán Polizia is used
in highway patrol service and for first aid
and emergency medical transport. It
sports the official colors of the Italian
Police (Police Medium Blue), with white
areas and lettering specially executed to
match the Huracán’s dynamic form, plus
a stripe divided into the green, white and
red of the Italian flag running along each
side. As with all Lambor ghinis, the Hura -
cán Polizia is equipped with Pirelli P Zero
tires, but specially created with sidewalls
tinted in Police Medium Blue. The Hura -
cán Polizia has the standard 610-hp natu-
rally aspirated V10, all-wheel drive and a
hybrid aluminum/carbon fiber chassis.
The vehicle has an on-board system of
tablet, computer, recording equipment
and video camera, used to document
police operations on the road. The
Huracán Polizia is also fitted with a tradi-
tional array of police equipment, such as
gun holster, fire extinguisher, standard
VHF police radio and hooks for retaining a
classic hand-held red-and-white stop sign.
For medical assistance, the front luggage
compartment has a special refrigeration
system for urgent transport of organs for
transplant. The Huracán is also equipped
with a defibrillator, which can save lives
by inducing targeted electric shocks that
restore normal heartbeat in case of seri-
ous arrhythmia or ventricular fibrillation.

▼ AM General and the US Tank Auto -
mo tive Research Development and Engi -
neer ing Center (TARDEC) have a new part-
nership—the Applied Robotics for Instal la -

tions and Base Operations initiative
(ARIBO) —to develop and demonstrate an
autonomous driving vehicle that may rev-
olutionize how personnel, equipment and
supplies are transported inside US military
facilities. Demonstrations are underway
this year at the US Military Academy, West
Point NY. The ARIBO program allows cur-
rent civilian robotics technology to be
examined in vehicles in a semi-controlled
environment such as military bases, with
restricted roads, predefined routes and re -
stric tive operations. The program can aug-

ment existing systems, such as a 24/7
shuttle transporting cadets and other per-
sonnel to or from the hospital. “Imagine
what having a fully autonomous wheel-
chair accessible vehicle would mean to
individuals with disabilities,” said AM
General executive VP Kevin Rahrig. “This
partnership with the Army could be the

first step in transforming transportation
for millions of people.” TARDEC’s ARIBO
program project leader Alex Jimenez adds
that the West Point project will “highlight
the idea of robotics for military and civil-
ian use. The best robotic systems in the
world will not find traction until users are
comfortable with the systems.”

▼ McLaren ambassador Jenson Button
will get behind the wheel of Emerson Fitti -
paldi’s 1974 world championship-winning
McLaren-Ford M23 this August 17-20 at
Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca, when more
than 550 historic cars race in the Rolex
Monterey Motor sports Reunion. For
Jen son, who notably drove the M23 at Sil -
ver stone and in London’s Leicester Square
at the premiere of the Rush movie in
2013, the Monterey event will mark his
first outing in Formula 1 machinery since
hanging up his F1 helmet in Abu Dhabi at
the end of 2016. The McLaren-Ford M23
contested 80 grands prix between 1973
and 1978, win ning 16 grands prix and
three world championships (1974 drivers’
and constructors’; 1976 drivers’). This
year’s Rolex Monterey Motorsports Reun -
ion honors the Diamond Jubilee of Formu -
la Junior and the 70th anniversary of Fer -
rari, as well as the 60th an niversary of the
raceway itself. Hospitality, VIP, preferred
parking and general admission tickets to
the Rolex Monterey Motorsports Reunion

are on sale at www.MazdaRaceway.com,
or call the ticket office at 831-242-8200.

▼ Millions of consumers who befriended
Amazon Alexa over the last year can now
experience the voice assistant from their

2018 Audi TT RS Lamborghini Huracán Polizia
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Emerson Fittipaldi in the McLaren-Ford M23 
at the 1974 British Grand Prix

Electra Meccanica Tofino



Ford vehicle, thanks to a collaborative ef -
fort between Ford Mo tor Company and
Am a zon. Alexa integration, called the
most comprehensive ever in a vehicle, al -
lows Ford owners to play and resume

audiobooks, order items on Amazon,
search for and transfer local destinations
to the in-car navigation system and more.
From home, Ford vehicle owners will be
able to remote start, lock or unlock doors,
and get vehicle information using voice
commands. “Custo mers will be able to
start their vehicles from home, and man-
age smart home features while on the
road,” said Don Butler, executive director,
Ford Connected Vehicle and Services. Ford
is rolling out its Alexa integration in two
phases. The first, already available, con-
nects you to your car from the comfort of
home through Alexa devices such as
Amazon Echo, Echo Dot and Amazon Tap.
The second, expected this summer, allows
you to tap into a broad set of Alexa skills
using your voice while driving—helping
you keep your eyes on the road and hands
on the wheel. In March, Starbucks teamed
up with Ford and Amazon to enable in-car
voice orders, for a Grande on the go.
Beginning this summer, Ford drivers with
SYNC® 3 will be able to ask Alexa to read
weather reports, play music, check news,
add items to shopping lists and more. This
industry-first in-car capability through
Ford SYNC 3 AppLink simply has drivers
tap the voice recognition button on the
steering wheel, then say “Alexa,” followed
by a question or command. Drivers can
also ask Alexa to locate a destination.
Alexa will use the vehicle location to find
nearby businesses—a handy Italian
restaurant, for example—then transfer the
address to the SYNC 3 navigation system.

▼ Mini Remastered by David Brown
Automotive is the second car from this
low-volume British coachbuilder. Based on
the classic Mini and reborn as a modern

city car, it combines the ’60s car’s looks
with David Brown Automotive Speedback
GT design cues, coachbuilt construction,
modern technology and hand-finished
lux ury materials. Each car is built by hand
from the ground up at the company’s new
Silverstone UK headquarters, using new
body panels refined in-house for smooth,
accurate surfaces with perfect shut lines.
The shape has been visually refined, soft-
ened and cleaned by de-seaming the sil-
houette and welding in bespoke structural
beams, with additional support struts for

rigidity. Each car undergoes laborious
sound-proofing to ensure a quiet cabin. The
car has a custom-built aluminum grille and
a full LED rear light cluster with jewel-like
details like the Speedback GT. Each has
handcrafted enamel badges and modern
details such as puddle lights on each clas-
sic bullet-style wing mirror. The car comes

standard with keyless entry and start, in-
built infotainment and navigation, four-
speaker audio, Apple/Android/USB con-
nectivity and charging, and remote cen-
tral locking. The interior features British
hides and premium retro Smith dials.
David Brown Automotive has completely
rebuilt each classic 1275cc Mini engine,
with power increased by some 50 per-
cent. This is teamed with a fully recondi-
tioned four-speed gearbox, as well as up -
graded suspension and brakes. It takes
about 1,000 manhours to build each car. 

▼ The Lotus Evora Sport 410 is now
available in the US in a new GP Edition liv-
ery. The lightest and most focused itera-
tion of the Evora, it’s also the fastest road-
going Lotus ever sold in the US, clocking
0-60 mph in 3.9 secs, with a top speed of
190 mph. A literal translation of the Lotus
“simplify, then add lightness” manifesto,
this new 2017 model underwent consider-
able development to meet North Ameri -
can specs, while minimizing mass has
remained a priority. Lotus’ famous Light -
weight Laboratory revisited every aspect
of the car to find new weight savings, and
the Lotus Evora Sport 410 is a full 132 lbs
lighter than the already light North Amer -
ican Evora 400 (which took the silver in
Road & Track's 2017 Performance Car of
the Year comparo). The Evora Sport 410
weighs just 3,020 lbs—or 2,910 lbs with

lightweight options and an empty tank.
The Lotus Evora Sport 410 is limited to a
global run of 150 vehicles per year and
can be ordered in the US now at an MSRP
of $104,200. The Evora Sport 410 GP Edi -
tion will be limited to an exclusive run of
five vehicles, yet the MSRP of this low-vol-
ume rarity is $110,000. Good luck. ■
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Lotus Evora Sport 410 GP Edition

David Brown Automotive
Mini Remastered
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There’s that gorgeous hand-stitched leath -
er interior. One person at the factory hand
stitches the complete interior of each
DB11. An engineer on the press event
pointed out that if you had a good eye, you
could tell the left-handed from the right-
handed sewers. The entire interior im pres -
ses. There’s versatility in the steering
wheel, from its own black (or optionally
color-keyed) leather, to a powered “up and
away” function for easy ingress and e gress,
to the speed-sensitive rack-and-pinion elec -
tric steering itself. Three driver-selectable
dynamic drive modes also get your atten-
tion—GT, Sport and Sport Plus. The power
adjustable front seats hold you with com-
fort and control, and power seat bolsters
are an available option. And of course,
what would a luxury car be without these
seats being both heated and cooled.

Inside the DB11 while cruising around
San Diego, I couldn’t help but admire the
sumptuous natural materials, the highest
levels of craftsmanship and state-of-the-
art climate control and infotainment tech-

W hen I received the invitation
from Aston Martin to test
drive the 2017 DB11, I had to

sit down for a moment, gather my
thoughts, get my bearings. I mean, I’m
invited to an Aston Martin test drive, and
in that car! If you’re a gearhead, you get it.
The rest of you—just bear with me.

The press event was held in San Diego,
home of perfect weather and wonderful
back roads on which to stretch the legs of
a handbuilt supercar that you can be come
one with (with very little effort, I might
add). Did I mention the drive was from
the Valencia Resort in Rancho Santa Fe to
Borrego Springs for lunch? It’s my lucky
day to be invited on this test drive. When

I finally got a grip, I responded with an en -
thu siastic yes. 

If you have ever had the pleasure of
driving out to Borrego Springs in San Die -
go County’s back country for a day, there
is no way not to enjoy it. Any driver or
pas senger is going to be giggling like a
child over the mix of switchbacks and
straightaways. This is a route that dri vers
in the know want to keep a secret, but
can’t. Do ing this cruise in the DB11, there
was nothing like coming down the moun-
tain with 12 perfectly tuned cylinders
sing ing from specially tuned exhaust
pipes and an amazing transmission har-
nessing all this power.

But I think I got ahead of myself a little.

SPECIFICATIONS
SEATING.........................................................2+2
ENGINE / DRIVE ...front mid-mounted all-alloy

quad OHC 48v 5.2L twin-turbo V12 / RWD
TRANSMISSION .............rear mid-mounted ZF

8-speed automatic with electronic
shift-by-wire control system

HORSEPOWER/TORQUE ..........600 hp / 516 lb-ft
ZERO-TO-100 KM/H (62 MPH)...................3.9 sec
TOP SPEED ............................................200 mph
SUSPENSION ........F: indep double wishbone,

coils, anti-roll bar, adaptive dampers;
R: multi-link, coils, anti-roll bar, adaptive

dampers; Three-stage adaptive damping:
GT, sport, sport+

STEERING ................elec power rack & pinion
WHEELS ..............................20" 10-spoke silver 

w/ diamond turned finish
TIRES ..F: 9x20 Bridgestone S007 255/40ZR20

R: 11x10 Bridgestone S007 295/35ZR20
BRAKES ...................vented steel brake discs:

F: 2-piece ø400x36mm 6-piston calipers;
F: co-cast ø360x32mm 4-piston calipers;

LENGTH / WHEELBASE ..........186.6 in / 110.4 in
CARGO VOLUME.....................................9.5 cu.ft
WEIGHT / DISTRIB ............3902 lb / 51/49% F/R
FUEL TANK ..............................................20.5 gal
MPG .........................15/21/17 (city/hwy/comb)

(Gas guzzler tax exempt)

INCLUDES: Strathmore leather, alcantara
head liner, satin silver jewellery pack,
heated 3-position memory power front
seats and powerfold side mirrors, front
and rear parking sensors, 360º birds-eye
camera, cruise control and speed limiter,
alarm and immobilizer, remote central
door locking and trunk release, automatic
dual zone climate, keyless entry/start,
heated rear window, chrome side strakes
and tailpipe trim, graphite splitter, diffuser
and sills, dark anodized brake calipers,
body colored roof strake, body colored
painted roof panel, bright exterior finisher
pack, black hood meshes, 12-sensor park-
ing control incl parallel & bay park assist.

INSTRUMENTS/INFOTAINMENT: All-new sys-
tem devel w/ Daimler AG incl ro tary con-
trol, optional touchpad, full 12" TFT cluster
screen, 8" TFT infotainment display (plus
info in main cluster), console capacitive
switches w/ au  dible and haptic feedback,
400-watt audio, USB playback, Blue tooth
audio/phone streaming, AM/FM/ satellite,
iPod/iPhone, Wi-Fi hub.

BASE PRICE ....................................$211,995
AVAILABLE OPTIONS INCLUDE: Duotone Caith -

ness or Bal moral leather, Nexus quilting,
em broi dered or embossed headrests,
pow er seat bolsters, vented seats, heavy
pile floor mats, wood or carbon fiber in -
lays, op tion al jewelry packs & seatbelt
col ors, color-keyed steering wheel, 700-
watt Dolby audio, 1000-watt Bang & Oluf -
sen audio, power armrest, Cobra tracking,
touch control, personalized sill plaques,
gloss black splitter, diffuser, sills, roof,
under-hood jewelry pack, V12 badges,
wheel options, brake caliper colors.

“WELL EQUIPPED” (Edmunds.com) ....$240,132

The Aston Martin DB11 has a 5204cc all-alloy quad overhead cam, 48 valve, 5.2-liter twin-turbo V12 charge cooling front mid-mounted engine, a compression ratio of 9.2:1, dual
variable camshaft timing, knock-sensing, fully CNC machined com bustion chambers, intelligent bank activation, infinitely variable electronic turbo wastegate control, electrically
controlled exhaust, fully catalyzed stainless steel exhaust system with cross pipes, and rear-wheel drive. The car’s 600 hp equal 115 hp/liter at 6500rpm.
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DAVE STALL is a TV and radio host based in
San Diego. His Automotive Consumer Show
has been aired for over 20 years on KFMB
760, KCEO AM 1000, ESPN Radio RPM Today
800 AM and WS Radio’s Maynard’s Garage.
He also does a Green Show, as well as gen-
eral automotive and motorsports, at KCBQ
AM 1170. A member of the Driven 2Dare team
teaching Military Safety Stand Down to mili-
tary bases—“saving lives one base at a
time”  —Dave is now also signed on with
Armed Forces Radio. He has also been an
automotive consumer host on KUSI Channel
51 TV for almost 20 years, teaching automo-
tive consumer information and showcasing
new vehicles, as well as automotive and
motorcycle charity events. Dave emcees the
San Diego Blood Bank, ALS, Cystic Fibrous,
MADD, the Heart Ride and other worthy
char ities. He has written a weekly automo-
tive review column in the North County Times
for over 10 years and also writes for the East
County Gazette and San Diego Home &
Garden Magazine. He is also an instructor at
San Diego City College, where he has taught
Automotive Consumerism for 13 years.
Dave’s media career follows his 30-year stint
as an automotive service manager, where he
started a New Owner Clinic in 1979, which
Toyota then duplicated for all its dealerships
and still uses today. ■

nology. The DB11’s interior is the ultimate
in comfort and convenience. The interior
can be customized to be perfectly in tune
with your unique style, thanks to an inspir-
ing palette of colors and a vast array of de -
tailing options. You just don’t want to leave.

A full-color 12-inch LCD display presents
primary vehicle information with absolute
clarity, while a second centrally-mounted 8-
inch screen is dedicated to infotainment.
The new satellite navigation and audio sys-
tem (Aston Martin Premium Audio or Bang
& Olufsen BeoSound system upgrades are
available) have never been easier to oper-
ate, and cell phone connection is a snap.

On the beautifully designed exterior, the
extruded bonded aluminum body struc-
ture, including Hot Form Quenched (HFQ)
aluminum, gives the DB11 a rigid yet
maneuverable feel. Door openings are larg-
er than last year’s model, and headroom
for the front cabin occupants has increased
10 mm, while rear passengers enjoy 54
mm more headroom and 87 mm more
legroom than last year. With these changes,
Aston Martin has morphed its 2017 DB11
into a true 2+2. There will be no complain-
ing from the back seats (which also include
integrated ISOFIX mounting points for
child seats).

Aston Martin engineers ensured that
DB11 is a thrill for all your senses by hand
building a new twin-turbocharged 5.2-litre
V12 engine. Boasting 600 brake horsepow-
er and 700 pound-feet of torque, it makes
DB11 the most powerful DB production
model in Aston Martin’s history. The DB11
has race-winning acceleration (0-60 miles
per hour in 3.9 seconds) and a top speed of
200 miles per hour. It runs on premium
gas, but when you’re enjoying a car this
much, who cares?

Sometimes it’s the little things, too. I was
impressed with a few of the items that
come with the DB11 standard—an umbrel-
la, a premium smoker kit, and a first aid
kit, just to name a few. 

I have been in a lot of cars and on a lot
of press events over the years, but I must
say my time with the 2017 Aston Martin
DB11 made me see how owning this car
would show the world that you’ve reached
the pinnacle of your personal success lad-
der. This is truly a driver’s car, with enough
class and style to make anyone proud to
drive this to anywhere from Walmart to the
Hotel Del Coronado.

Did I mention how stunning the Aston
Martin DB11 is from all angles? Nice job
Aston Martin, really a nice job. ■



ing the new Niro Hybrid; and a Kia Optima
Sports wagon Plug-in Hybrid. “The Stinger is
the most powerful car Kia has ever produced,”
noted Michael Cole, COO of Kia Motors Europe,
“while the new Picanto (is) one of the company’s
best-selling models worldwide. New plug-in hy -
brid versions of the Niro and Optima Sports wagon
will help Kia achieve its 2020 target to improve
fuel economy by 25 percent over 2014 levels.” The
Optima Sportswagon is not a US model—so far.
• The new Lamborghini Huracán Performante
combines the latest lightweight technologies and
active aerodynamics with aero vectoring and a
new set-up of chassis, all-wheel-drive and an up -
graded powertrain—a super sports car balanced
between achieving the best lap times on a circuit
(it set a new production car lap record of 6:52.01
on the Nürburgring Nordschleife in Ger many) with
engaging and dynamic road driving. The car
shaved off almost 90 pounds via forged carbon
fiber tech. Its naturally aspirated 5.2-liter V10 has
640 hp and hits 0-to-62 mph in just 2.9 seconds,
with a top speed above 201 mph.
• Land Rover Range Rover Velar, “the fourth
Range Rover,” fits between Evoque and Range Rov -
er Sport. With a goal of “reductionism,” the model
strips away complexity and leaves “elegant sim-
plicity,” yet with dual-10-inch touchscreens, slim
matrix-laser LED headlights, deployable flush door
handles and copper-color detailing. A stiff, light
aluminum-intensive structure, adaptive-damped
air suspension and all-wheel drive deliver on-road
performance, with active locking rear differential
for all-terrain use. Velar seats five, holds 23.8
cubic feet of cargo and tows over 5500 pounds.
Six global powertrains run up to a 375-hp V6.
• The second-gen Super Series, a product family
at the heart of the brand, was revealed in the
McLaren 720S, with a highly aerodynamic form
and carbon fiber chassis based on Monocage II
central structure, key to its 2828-lb weight plus

ample interior space and visibility. A driver-
focused cabin features fine leathers and alu-
minum switches. Its new twin-turbo 4-liter V8 has
710 hp and 568 lb-ft of torque (Euro-spec), hits 60
mph in 2.8 seconds and 124 mph in 7.8 seconds,
and has a top speed of 212 mph. Braking from 124
mph to zero takes 4.6 seconds and 384 feet. UK
deliveries start in May, at about $260,000.
• The Mercedes-AMG GT Concept four-door
may join the growing AMG GT family (see Road -
sters in this issue). “Clean mobility and amazing
performance can go hand-in-hand,” said Dr. Dieter
Zetsche, Daimler AG chairman and head of Mer -
cedes-Benz Cars. “The four-door sports car is the
first to receive our EQ-Power+ label, which we are
now using to identify intelligent elec trified drive.”
The Concept boasts supercar stats—816 hp and
62 mph in under three seconds. Also premiered at
Geneva were the Mercedes-Benz E-Class Cabri -
olet, Mer ce des-AMG E 63 S 4MATIC+ Wagon and
the Mer cedes-AMG GT C Roadster Edition 50. 
• The global Nissan Micra was unveiled in a
limited-run BOSE Personal Edition, based on the
model’s range-topping Tekna trim with extras and
personalization features, including a BOSE sound
system with twin UltraNearfield speakers built
into the driver’s headrest, combining with signal
processing for immersive 360° listening for the
driver. The model comes in Enigma Black or Gun -
metal Grey, with Energy Orange elements on
bump ers, doors, mirrors and 17-inch alloy wheels,
all hand-fitted at the factory in France. The car
also includes Safety Pack driver tech as standard.
Euro-only, the run will be limited to just 3,000. 
• Pirelli colored edition P Zero and Winter
Sot tozero tires—red, yellow, white or silver —
use materials and protection sys tems from F1 rac-
ing for personalization. Pirelli Con nesso uses an
embedded sensor in P Zero or Winter Sottozero

• Land Rover Range Rover Velar

• McLaren Super Series 720S Velocity by MSO

• Mercedes-AMG GT Concept

• Nissan Micra BOSE® Personal Edition

• Pirelli colored edition P Zero/Winter Sottozero

• Lamborghini Huracán Performante
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• Bentley Bentayga Mulliner

• Goodyear Eagle 360 Urban concept

• 2017 Honda Civic Type R

• Jaguar I-PACE Concept

• Kia Optima Sportswagon Plug-in Hybrid (Euro)

• Audi Q8 Sport concept
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T he Geneva Motor Show is among the big gest
and most influential of the global au to motive

shows, surely the sexiest and most businesslike,
because that’s exactly how the automotive busi-
ness in Europe can be. Here are this year’s high-
lights, in alphabetical order:
• Audi presented six new models at Geneva,
including a world premier of the Audi Q8 Sport
concept, a bit wider than the Q8 concept shown
in Detroit, powered by a 3.0 TFSI V6 with a mild
hybrid system combining for 476 hp and 516 lb-ft
of torque, capable of 0-to-62 mph in 4.7 seconds
with a top speed of 170.9 mph Audi also intro-
duced the new RS5 Coupe (while its 500-plus-hp
motorsports sibling, the Audi RS 5 DTM, starts the
new race season), the RS3 Sportback, the SQ5
TFSI and a natural gas-powered A5 Sportback g-
tron sustainable drive concept.
• The Bentley Bentayga Mulliner is a product
of Bentley’s in-house personal commissioning divi-
sion. Billed as the ultimate luxury SUV, it’s a new
flagship model based on the multi-award-winning
Bentayga, with new interior and exterior features
including optional duotone paintwork, model-spe-
cific 22-inch wheels, new interior veneer materi-
als and even a bottle cooler. The SUV’s 6-liter W12
engine pumps out 600 hp and 663 lb-ft of torque,
for a 0-to-60-mph time of 4.1 seconds and a top
speed of 187 mph, staking claim to being the
world’s fastest SUV. It’s available to order now.
• Goodyear’s latest spherical tire, the Good year
Eagle 360 Urban, and the Intelli Grip Urban smart
tire showcase artificial intelligence and “vehicle-
to-everything” (V2X) connectivity. The Eagle 360
Urban evolves for self-driving vehicles, further in -

tegrating the tire into the vehicle’s nervous system
with its own brain to help auton o mous vehicles
sense, decide and respond to millions of variables
we face every day. A high-sensory super-elastic
poly  mer bionic skin adapts tread pattern to driving
conditions via actuators beneath the surface. The
tall and narrow Goodyear IntelliGrip Urban offers
fuel efficiency or extended electric range.
• The production 2017 Honda Civic Type R is on
sale by spring, in the mid-$30k range —the first-
ever Type R-badged Honda to be sold in the US.
The Type R, sharing the body style of the 5-door
hatchback variant of the tenth-generation global
Honda Civic platform, features a high performance
2-liter direct-injected i-VTEC in-line four turbo with
306 hp and 295 lb-ft of torque, a substantially
upgraded body, chassis and other track-ready,
Nürburgring-tuned and -tested performance com-
ponents, and comes exclusively with a rev-match-
ing 6-speed manual transmission.
• The Jaguar I-PACE concept is a near-final
look at their first production electric performance
SUV, being revealed later this year and on sale in
2018, promising long range, fast charging and ex -
hilarating perfor mance. I-PACE aims for 60 mph in
about 4 seconds, 80 percent DC Fast Charge in 90
minutes and range over 300 miles from a 90kWh
lithium-ion battery. Compact, light weight electric
motors at the front and rear axles generate 395 hp
and 516 lb-ft of AWD torque—a driver’s car and
all Jaguar. The company promises electrification
as an option on all its new cars by 2020.
• Kia had a European reveal of the Stinger earli-
er shown at Detroit; the global reveal of the new
Kia Picanto city car; the Niro Plug-In Hybrid, join-



tires (black or colored), to communicate vital infor-
mation via app—tire pressure and temperature
(even while at rest, unlike onboard TPMS), static
vertical load, tire wear, miles covered for each tire
(and in a future version, estimated remaining life)
—plus personalized services. Replacement tires
are available now for pre-order. You can mix and
match colors and sensors among tires.
• The Porsche 911 GT3 promises a track-caliber
“unfiltered driving experience.” Its high-revving
500-hp flat-four is virtually un changed from the
911 GT3 Cup racer (developed and built on the
same track and production line). Rear-axle steer-
ing and a tuned seven-speed PDK are standard,
hitting 62 mph in 3.4 seconds, with a top speed of
197.6 mph. With an optional six-speed sports
manual gearbox, 0-to-62 time is 3.9 seconds with
a top speed of 198.8 mph. Porsche also revealed
an expanded Panamera lineup, with a new flag-
ship 680-hp 4-liter V8 plug-in Turbo S E-Hybrid.
• The Renault Trezor won 2016 Con cept Car
Design of the Year, voted by a panel of 20 of the
world’s top car designers, with the award present-
ed at Geneva. “Renault’s low-slung, long-nosed,
rear-wheel drive, two-seater electric GT clearly
appealed to our panel of normally hard-to-please
professional car designers,” said Car De sign
Review 4 editor Guy Bird. “Judge after judge
praised the French EV concept’s dramatic exterior
proportions, its interior flair and magnificent use
of materials and the strong design connection
between exterior and interior.” 
• Volkswagen Group’s Spanish SEAT brand, not
available in the US, often hints at VW and Audi
products we may see. The new SEAT Ibiza debuted
in Geneva, as well as the SEAT Leon CUPRACER
Evo 17 and the new 300-hp SEAT Leon CUPRA,
the most powerful SEAT ever, capable of 0-to-62
mph in 4.9 seconds and equipped with a 4Drive
TotalTraction system and double-clutch DSG. The
car was displayed in matte grey paint with carbon

fiber interior and copper highlights inside and out.
• The 2018 Subaru Crosstrek is gen two of this
rugged yet urbane model, on a new Global Plat -
form with increased strength and rigidity, tighter
steering and active torque vectoring—for han-
dling and ride, hazard avoidance, and all-road/all-
wea ther capability. About 80 percent of the 2-liter
boxer engine is redone for more power and better
fuel economy, and the CVT has auto-step shift
control and a 7-speed manual mode. Wider and
lower, Crosstrek has rugged matte black cladding
from front intake to rear bumper, an 8-inch touch-
screen with smartphone capabilities, new alu-
minum wheels and new colors including Cool Gray
Khaki and Sunshine Orange.
• The new Volkswagen Arteon is a five-door
coupe-like fastback sedan with a degree of ele-
gance, a spacious interior seating five, 19.9 cubic
feet of cargo space, and full driver assistance sys-
tems as standard at a lower price point than prior
models. Upgraded R-Line and Elegance trim levels
will also be offered. In Euro-spec, there are three
TSI gasoline turbos and three TDI diesels, all
transverse four-cylinders connected to a 7-speed
DSG dual-clutch gearbox and 4MOTION all-wheel
drive, standard. Volkswagen also revealed the
Tiguan Allspace, a lengthened seven-seat version
of the second-gen model launched last year.
• Gen-two Volvo XC60, eagerly anticipated on
the heels of the endlessly-award-winning XC90,
expands safety features with steer assist, oncom-
ing lane mitigation and blind spot system for lane
changes. Optional semi-autonomous Pilot Assist
can steer, accelerate and brake on well-marked
roads up to 80 mph. A four-zone climate system
provides filtered fresh air, while you enjoy Sensus,
the Volvo On Call app, XC60 Apple/Android con-
nectivity. The new XC60 offers the XC90’s T8 Twin
Engine plug-in hybrid option, with 400 hp and 0-to-
62 mph time of 5.3 seconds. The XC60 represents
about 30 percent of Volvo’s global sales. ■

• Renault Trezor: Concept Car Design of the Year

• Seat CUPRA

• 2018 Subaru Crosstrek

• Volkswagen Arteon

• Volvo XC60

• Porsche 911 GT3
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bined with a 17-speaker Meridian digital surround
system; and 3G WiFi that streams songs on line or
plays music directly from a connected de vice.

Safety features include Autonomous Emer gen -
cy Braking with Pedestrian Detection, Adaptive
Cruise Control with Intelligent Emergency Brak -
ing, Hill Start Assist, Park Assist with Par al lel
Park, Parking Exit and Perpendicular Park func-
tions, Blind Spot Monitoring with Closing Vehicle
Sensing and Blind Spot Assist. Other driver assis-
tance programs include Traffic Sign Recognition
and Intelligent Speed Limiter, Driver Condition
Mon itor, Surround Camera System and Lane De -
par ture and Lane Keep Assist.

The 2017 Land Rover Discovery starts at
$49,990 and comes in three trims (SE, HSE and
HSE Luxury); two powertrains (gas or diesel— a
$2,000 upcharge); and a First Edition uniquely-
trimmed, up-level version is available. Discovery
is available in 18 exterior colors, with 12 unique
wheel designs ranging from 19 to 22 inches, plus
off-road and towing accessories, roof racks and
add-ons and upgrades. Competitors include the
BMW X5 and Audi Q7.

UNDER THE HOOD
The Discovery’s gasoline or diesel powertrain is
connected to an eight-speed automatic gearbox,
with steering wheel-mounted shift paddles. The
3.0L supercharged V6 gas engine gets 340 horse-

power with 332 lb-ft of torque, while the 3.0L tur-
bocharged V6 diesel produces 254/ 443 lb-ft. Fuel
economy is 16/21/18 mpg city/highway/combined
for the gasoline, with a range of 423 miles, and
21/26/23 for the diesel, with a range of 518 miles.

Two systems provide traction. A two-speed
transfer case brings high and low range gears; the
“intelligent” system allows a standard 50/50
torque split between the front and rear wheels,
with sensors that distribute torque between the
wheels depending on the conditions. The fully
syn chronized “shift on the move” system allows
the change of gear ratios without having to stop,
at speeds up to 37mph. A full-time 4WD system
provides a torque split of 42/58 and automatically
redistributes torque to the axle with the most grip,
up to 62/38 and 22/78 respectively. The All-Ter -
rain Progress Control (ATPC) can be programmed
to maintain a crawl speed selected by the driver
and also enhances starting from a standstill on
slippery or low traction terrain. Other on/off-road
technologies include Hill De scent Con trol, Elec -
tronic Traction Control, Roll Sta bility Control and
Gradient Release Control.

The new ute has a maximum towing capacity
of 8,201 pounds (gas) and 7,716 lbs (diesel). Tow -
ing aids include Advanced Tow Assist that helps
manage backing up trailers, with the rotary Ter -
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SPECIFICATIONS
SEATING CAPACITY..............5- or 7-passenger
ENGINE: Td6 TURBO DIESEL ...254 hp / 443 lb-ft

3.0L 24v V6 common rail turbo diesel
ENGINE: GASOLINE.................340 hp / 332 lb-ft

3.0L 24v quad-cam supercharged V6
TRANSMISSION ......................ZF 8-speed auto
DRIVE.......permanent 4WD; opt. locking rear
ZERO-TO-60 MPH .........diesel 7.7 / gas 6.9 sec
TOP SPEED ...............diesel 130 / gas 133 mph
SUSPENSION ..........F: SLA w/twin lower links,

air or coil springs, passive dampers,
passive anti-roll bar; R: integral link, air or
coil springs, passive dampers/anti-roll bar

STEERING ................elec power rack & pinion
BRAKES .........F: 14.17" vented; R: 13.78" vented
WHEELS ..twelve alloy wheel options: 19"-22"
LENGTH / WB .............195.67 / 115.04-115.08 in
TURNING CIRCLE .......................................40.4 ft
APPR/BRKVR/DEPART .......coil: 24.4 / 25 / 20.1º

.......................................air: 29.5 / 28 / 25.5º
GROUND CLEARANCE.........coil 8.66", air 11.14"
WADING DEPTH ...............coil 33.46", air 35.43"
MIN ASCENT/DESCENT / SIDE SLOPE ...45º / 35º
LEGROOM ..... 5p/(7p): 39.41 / 39.02 / (37.87) in
CARGO CAPACITY ..5p/(7p): 82.7 / 45 / (tbd) cu.ft
WEIGHT........diesel 4916 lb / gasoline 4751 lb
FUEL CAPACITY.........diesel 22.5 / gas 23.5 gal

............diesel AdBlue (urea) tank 38 pints
TOW CAPACITY.....gas 8201 lb / diesel 7716 lb
MPG ............diesel: 21/26/23 (city/hwy/comb)

..........gasoline: 16/21/18 (city/hwy/comb)

BASE PRICE ................................SE: $49,990
....................................................HSE: $56,950
................................HSE Td6 diesel: $58,950
......................................HSE Luxury: $63,950
..................HSE Luxury Td6 diesel: $65,950
.....................................First Edition: $73,950

L and Rover says its all-new 5th-generation
Discovery is its best yet. The Brits who

make it should know, but I should know, too. I have
tested every model that has come to Amer i ca. The
nameplate’s lineage began in 1989; but it didn’t
come to the US until 1994; models have in cluded
the Discovery Series I, Discovery Series II and the
LR3 and LR4 versions that kept the boxy looks,
body-on-frame platform, clamshell hood, stepped
roof and asymmetrical rear door design. The rein-
terpretation of the 27-year heritage of the Disco’
family has been reengineered to bring higher lev-
els of capability and technology. 

New is a monocoque aluminum body and steel
subframe that is inherited from its bigger stable-
mates, the Range Rover and Range Rover Sport.
Like its siblings, it’s penned with more curvaceous
lines; keeps a softened version of the hood, roof top
and back end; and yet still bears a strong resem-
blance to its iconic looks. It can seat five or up to
seven, in three rows of seats that can be raised
and lowered, even using an app on your phone.

Optimized headroom for rear riders comes from the
slightly raised roofline, while good visibility is
enhanced by the cabin’s stadium-seating design.

The exterior now has distinctive sculpted sur-
faces and a more raked windshield. Jewel-like
headlamps and new daytime running lights create
a striking light signature. At the back, new horizon-
tal LED lamps add a sportier appearance, along
with the one-piece tailgate that has a larger open-
ing for loading/unloading and a full hatch that pro-
vides shelter from the elements when open; a new
rear spoiler brings improved aerodynamics.

The lux-laden, tech-savvy interior is available in
a wide selection of materials and finishes that
include Windsor Leather and Natural Oak veneers
in five interior color palettes: Nimbus, Acorn,
Ebony, Vintage Tan and Glacier. Inside is an im -
pres sive collection of premium features and op -
tions. Many are the price-of-entry for a vehicle of
this class; some go above and beyond. Of note are
the center console that can hold five laptops or
iPads; the center power cooler to keep beverages

and other goods cold; the largest panoramic sun-
roof ever in a “Landie,” with both powered and
fixed panels to let light in, along with configurable
ambient lighting for night; and a world-first In tel -
ligent Seat Fold technology that reconfigures sec-
ond- and third-row seats using controls in the rear,
on the touchscreen or remotely; three rows of
seats that are available with heat, plus cooling in
rows one and two—and massaging for the driver
and front passenger. There are up to six 12V
charg ing points and nine USB sockets available
across the three rows for connectivity and the
powering of smartphones and tablets simultane-
ously. Unique and clever is a waterproof Activity
Key wristband that lets owners enjoy sports and
active pursuits without having to carry a standard
key fob. The device locks the vehicle and disables
the traditional key that can be left safely inside. 

The list of smart technology features that en -
hance convenience and connectivity is long. Of note
is the InControl Touch Pro infotainment system with
a 10-inch touchscreen positioned high on the cen-
ter console, with easy-to-navigate menus for NAV
and entertainment technologies including door-to-
door navigation that can share directions to a
paired smartphone, to help owners complete a
jour ney on foot; iOS and Android con nectivity com -

SUE MEAD is an automotive journalist and author,
as well as an off-road adventurer and racer. She
travels the globe test driving cars and trucks,
working for magazines, newspapers, television,
radio and the Internet to provide vehicle reviews,
as well as adventure stories about racing, auto -
motive expeditions and travel throughout the world.
Mead has won a number of writing and photo jour -
nalist awards and is an inductee into the Off-Road
Motorsports Hall of Fame. She has au thored three
books about automotive subjects.



rain Response 2 controller and guidelines that are
overlaid on the rear-facing camera and center
touchscreen, while Hitch Assist uses surround
cam eras and the touchscreen display for easy
hookup, and Rear Height Assist matches the
height of the vehicle and trailer tongue. Trailer
Sta bility Assist manages trailer sway with the aid
of engine and brake adjustment.

UNDER THE BELLY
Discovery’s fully independent suspension com-
prises a wide-spaced double-wishbone in front
and an advanced multi-link layout with an integral
link at the back. New architecture optimizes the
mounting points on the steel front and rear sub-
frames that boosts stiffness and improves steer-
ing and chassis performance.

Available Four-Corner Air Suspension enhances
the ride both on-road and off; it brings 11.4 inches
of ground clearance. A two-stage off-road mode
lets the automatic system switch between two
ride heights: +1.57 inches (31-50 mph) and +2.95
inches (under 31 mph). A new Speed Lowering
function cuts drag and enhances fuel economy by
automatically reducing the ride height by .51-inch
at cruising speeds above 65 mph. With Auto Ac -
cess Height, Discovery lowers 1.6 inches from its
automatic road stance to aid getting in and out.

OUR DRIVE AND TAKEAWAYS
We drove the 2017 Discovery over a course of
approximately 450 miles in northwestern Arizona
and southwestern Utah, motoring through some
of the country’s most dramatic landscapes; taking
in the breathtaking vistas and natural beauty of
Zion National Park, Grand Canyon’s Canyon Point
and the Coral Pink Sand Dune; and bunking at
Amangiri, a remote luxury resort in an oasis sur-
rounded by spectacular rock plateaus and sand-
stone buttes. 

The route and overnight venue were selected
to replicate the type of road trip that a Discovery
owner might take—although our route included
an assortment of backcountry tracks ranging from
dirt trails and sand washes to highly-technical
four-wheeling, staged to highlight the SUV’s
upgrades. (Note to owners: we also had a team of
Land Rover’s international driving experts to guide
and direct us in the dune’s playground and in each
of the technical areas.)

The new model drives lighter and tighter—and
it should. The Discovery’s diet of 85 percent high-
strength aluminum and other light-weighting
tricks have reduced its weight by more than 1,000
pounds over the outgoing LR4. Lighter chassis
components, a simplified exhaust and driveline
system, more efficient seat designs, and revised
wheel and tire sizes make the new model more

lithe and stronger, with an improved crash struc-
ture and structural integrity. 

We were impressed with both powerplants.
We enjoyed the peppiness of the gas engine, the
quietness of the diesel that only made us aware
of its presence at startup and under quick hard
acceleration, the smooth-shifting transmission,
and the “sport” mode for more spirited driving.

The Discovery’s urbanized looks bely its excep-
tional off-road competency that carried us over
hill and dale, and across extreme terrains—all
the while passing the white glove test for those
who want to stay clean and unperturbed while
simply pushing buttons and toggling knobs and
levers to call upon the high-tech suite of motoring
parameters programmed within the vehicle’s
com   puter code.

Of interest to the “unwashed,” the multi-mode
Terrain Response 2 system will even select the
optimum setting automatically for inexperienced
drivers. The Disco’s numbers are laudable: 11.14
inches of ground clearance; 34-degree ap proach,
30-degree departure and 27.5-degree breakover
angles; 19.7-inches of wheel articulation; and
35.4 inches of wading depth. 

Land Rover says the new Discovery is the most
all-terrain capable ever, thanks to a combination of
excellent off-road drivetrain mechanics, available
air suspension, vehicle geometry and ad vanced
driver assistance technologies. We agree. ■
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enough for long periods at varying speeds and han-
dling tough stuff such as curbs and flooded roads.
• Forecasting the brand’s first utility vehicle—as
well as advancing an “athletic elegance” styling
direction for the brand, notably its diamond mesh
grille, jewel-like horizontal quad headlights and
23-inch wheels—the Genesis GV80 Fuel Cell
concept introduces a welcome idea: separate
pas senger and driver zones for navigation, enter-
tainment, communication and climate, as well as
its advanced plug-in layer to fuel cell technology.
• Similar to Hyundai Ioniq’s formula of both main-
streaming alternative powertrains and offering
mul  tiple alternative power systems in one lineup,
Honda is taking the Clarity name used in their Fuel
Cell car for several years already, and creating the
2018 Honda Clarity Plug-In Hybrid and Honda
Clarity Elec tric. Clarity Fuel Cell has been limited
in its adoption by source availability, but with this
expansion, Honda aims to have Clarity sell a com-
bined 75,000 vehicles in the next four years.
• The Jaguar F-TYPE lineup is expanding well
beyond the familiar choice between regular and R,
to a whopping 24 variants, with starting prices
from $59,900 to $125,000. New are a 296-hp
Ingenium four-cylinder turbo engine; new R-
Dynamic trim; a “ReRun” app developed with
GoPro for video with real-time on-board telemetry
integration; Jaguar InControl Touch Pro infotain-
ment now standard across the F-TYPE lineup; an
enhanced front fascia and bumpers, air intakes
and full-LED headlights; and slim, light, ergonom-
ic seats that shaved off 17 pounds.
• As fantasized by many, the Hellcat treatment
comes to the 2018 Jeep Grand Chero kee
Trackhawk, with 707 hp and 645 lb-ft of torque
from a su per charged 6.2L V8, for the quickest and
most powerful SUV ever, hitting 0-to-60 mph in 3.5
seconds and the quarter-mile in 11.6 seconds. Top
speed is 180 mph, and 60-to-zero braking takes
just 114 feet via a new Brembo system with the

largest-ever front brakes on a Jeep. Track hawk’s
eight-speed automatic and driveline are up graded
for high torque and include five Selec-Track drive
modes and Bilstein adaptive damping suspension.
• Only 450 of the new US/Canada-only Maserati
Ghibli Neris simo Edition will be built. Neris si mo
(“extremely black”) comes in Ghibli, Ghibli S or
Ghibli S Q4 trim—with gloss black 20-inch Urano
wheels, black door handles, window trim and
grille, and red brake calipers. Its black leather inte-
rior has red stitching and shift paddles, INOX sport
pedals, dark mirror trim, and sport seats and sport
steer ing wheel. Ghibli S and S Q4 versions have
Harman Kardon audio. The most accessible Mase -
rati, Ghibli starts from $71,600 to $79,700, and the
Neris simo Edition from $77,250 to $86,500.
• The Mercedes-AMG GLC63 is their first mid-
size SUV with biturbo V8. It has 469 hp and 479 lb-
ft of torque, 9-speed transmission and AMG Per -
for mance 4MATIC+ all-wheel drive, for a 0-to-60
time of 3.9 seconds. The model adapts the Pana -
mericana grille from the GT series, plus an aggres-
sive front splitter, wider fenders and an integrated
rear diffuser. A new body variant was also
revealed: the GLC63 Coupe, plus a GLC63 S Coupe
with 503 hp. Also revealed were a new Mercedes-
Benz E-Class Cabriolet and Mercedes-AMG E63 S
Wagon, and the four-door Mercedes-AMG GT Con -
cept from Geneva has its US premiere.
• A brand generally known for smaller vehicles
goes big, as the Subaru Ascent SUV Concept
shows style and content direction for a confirmed
future three-row, seven-passenger utility powered
by an all-new turbocharged direct injection boxer
engine. The exterior styling follows Subaru’s
“Dynamic x Solid” theme with powerful fender
flares echoing its all-wheel drive and a substantial
grille “denoting a true SUV look.” The interior in -
cludes center captain's chairs. The vehicle will be
built in Lafayette, Indiana starting in 2018, exclu-
sively for North America. ■

• Jaguar F-TYPE four-cylinder

• 2018 Jeep® Grand Cherokee Trackhawk

• Maserati Ghibli Nerissimo Edition

• Mercedes-AMG GLC63 Coupe and GLC63

• Subaru Ascent 3-row 7-passenger SUV concept

• 2018 Honda Clarity Plug-In Hybrid

• 2018 Audi RS3

• 2018 Buick Enclave

• 2018 Dodge Challenger SRT Demon

• Ford Police Responder Hybrid

• Genesis GV80 Fuel Cell concept

• 2018 Alfa Romeo Stelvio

T he New York International Auto Show stands
among the domestic shows as one of the glo -

bal giants, along with Detroit, Los Angeles and to
some degree Chicago, on a level of impact with
Geneva, Frankfurt, Tokyo, Paris and Shanghai. Fol -
low ing closely on the heels of Geneva, New York
has North American reveals of some of those
same new vehicles, but adds a great many with a
particularly American flavor and purpose. Here are
a few highlights, in alphabetical order:
• Adding to their US portfolio, with the 4C and 4C
Spi der sports cars and Giulia performance sedan,
is the 2018 Alfa Romeo Stelvio utility vehicle.
Stelvio, Stelvio Ti and Quadrifoglio models have
all-wheel drive, leather seats, bi-xenon headlamps
and an all-aluminum 2.0L turbo four with 280 hp
and 306 lb-ft of torque, good for 0-60 in 5.4 sec-
onds and a top speed of 144 mph. Its 8-speed
auto matic (with available paddles) shifts in under
100 milliseconds. The Alfa Romeo Stelvio is built
at FCA’s Cassino plant in Frosinone, Italy.
• On top of five reveals at Geneva, Audi had more
at New York, in clu ding an R8 LMS GT4, a TT RS
(see page 6) and their first compact with an RS
badge, the Audi RS3 sedan, specifically devel-
oped for the US, with a 400-hp 2.5L five-cylinder
and seven-speed S tronic® dual-clutch transmis-
sion. Its 354 lb-ft of torque kicks in by 1700 rpm
and holds to 5850, giving a 0-to-60 time of 3.9 sec-
onds and top speed of 155 mph (174 with options).
Audi also confirmed the RS5 Coupe (from Geneva)
for the US and an nounced a new Audi Sport brand,
with eight models coming in the next 24 months.
• Replacing a decade-old first-gen model, a lower,
slim  mer 2018 Buick Enclave, the seventh new

Buick in under two years, sheds some 400 pounds,
adds cargo space and boosts MPG. The interior
boasts more leg- and cargo room than key high-end
competitors. Its wheelbase is longer, yet its turning
circle is 1.4 feet tighter—more spacious yet more
maneuverable. With a 3.6L V6 and 9-speed auto-
matic, Enclave has 302 hp, 260 lb-ft of torque and
can tow 5,000 pounds. The new Enclave has 17
radar, camera and ultrasonic sensors when fully
equipped, and AWD is available. There will also be
an Avenir model, a new Buick luxury sub-brand. 
• After intense teases, the drag-ready wide-body
2018 Dodge Chal lenger SRT Demon hits the
market with 840 hp and 770 lb-ft of torque from its
specially supercharged 100-octane 6.2L HEMI®
Demon V8—the world’s quickest production car, at
0-to-60 in 2.3 seconds (or 30 mph in one second),
hitting 1.8 g’s. Its front-wheel lift (2.92 feet) is a
production car first. With the fastest quarter-mile
in the world (9.65 seconds, 140 mph), Demon is
both certified and banned by the NHRA. Air-Grab -
ber induction has the lar gest functional hood scoop
of any production car. Pas sen ger and rear seats are
deleted (or add back for $1). Demon has just a one-
year run of 3000 for the US and 300 for Canada.
• Ford revealed the second of 13 new electrified
vehicles coming over five years: the first pursuit-
rated hybrid, the new Ford Police Respon der
Hy brid Sedan, predicting 38 mpg from its At kin -
son-cycle 2.0L system, more than double the 3.7L
V6 Police Interceptor. The lithium-ion battery can
handle pure electric to 60 mph and powers the high
loads of a police vehicle while idling, saving some
0.27 gallons per hour or $3,900 a year in fuel. The
first fully pursuit-capable hybrid, it’s cer ti fied tough
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F
ood is such a great motivator. I’ve
endured a yawn-inducing corpo-

rate seminar because there’s a free meal
involved. I ran a 13.1-mile race last
month just because there were all-you-
could-drink chocolate milk bottles at the
end. And now, I’ve driven six hours and

over 300 miles (10 of them on some of
the rockiest dirt road stretches I’ve ever
put my car through) to pay $12 for a
cheeseburger. It was worth it.

The Nellie E. Saloon, better known as
just the “Desert Bar,” is just my kind of
place. This one came at the recommenda-
tion of my friend Chris, who’s always on
the lookout for driving opportunities to
obscure destinations. The drive took me
and three friends to the Buckskin Moun -
tains, in the remote and sparsely-populat-
ed western reaches of the Grand Canyon
State. It’s a beautiful area: the Colorado
River slices through the middle of the
desert and creates a border between
Arizona and California. Spring breakers
flock to the area for wild times at Lake
Havasu. But our destination was far from
any such refreshing water supply. It was
tucked deep into a dusty canyon.

And it seems we weren’t alone. Hun -
dreds of Jeep owners, ATVers, and camp -
ers had the same idea we did, and the
saloon was a hoppin’ place on a Saturday
afternoon. Getting there was (more than?)
half the fun. The closest town to the
saloon—Parker, Arizona—was hosting an

off-road race called the “Bluewater
425,” which brought out all sorts of
desert-goers. Think Baja race.

About 4 miles out of town on Ari -
zona High way 95, we headed east on
Cien ega Springs Road and were im -
mediately warned by a roadside sign

about primitive road conditions. Not
to be turned away, I gripped the wheel

and shifted the Acura ILX into low gear
for a bumpy ride. Sam Haymart, of
TestDriven.TV fame, followed closely be -
hind in my cloud of dust with his 2017
Audi A4. We might have been the only

ones crazy enough to subject our luxury
sedans to such rocky terrain.

At certain times, the narrow road was
only one lane wide, and we had to care-
fully maneuver around oncoming traffic.
The five miles of dirt took us probably 20
minutes to navigate, but eventually we
arrived at the oasis: a sprawling, multi-
level restaurant and bar, crudely con-
structed inside a canyon, with surround-
ing parking.

From the parking lot, we could hear the
bass beat of live music, and the closer we
got, the louder the music—and the crowds
—became. The lunch rush was in full swing
at 12:45 pm—amazing because the place
had barely opened for the day at “high
noon.” There were various places to order
and the seating was “wherever you want.”
I grabbed my cheeseburger and sought
after some shade on a set of bleachers.

The people-watching was some of the
best I’ve ever had—it seems a few folks
had a started happy hour early, as the
Coors cans were clearly everyone’s drink
of choice to wash down their burgers. The
band played on, and I couldn’t help but
sing along for a line or two when the song
“Wagon Wheel” came up.

We took a short post-lunch hike to the
summit of a rocky overlook. It gave us a
great view of the entire bar area and the
surrounding hills. Desert Bar was lined by
a few rusting carcasses of old vehicles
including a fire truck. I noticed upon sur-
veying the parking lot from that vantage
point, about 95 percent of the vehicles in
the parking lot were higher clearance 4x4
trucks and SUVs. It was probably for good
reason, too. While fair weather cruising
wasn’t a huge challenge, I imagine that
any sort of inclement weather would pose
a real muddy road hazard for someone
like me taking a car out there (next time
I’ll take an SLX). And while owner Ken
could probably attract a lot more visitors if
road conditions were improved, the chal-
lenge of the trek is part of the allure.

Ken’s vision of the Desert Bar started in
the mid-1970s, when he had acquired the
land of an old copper mining camp. By
1983, he had secured a liquor license and
started hosting guests in a makeshift buil -
ding. And in the 1990s, further improve-
ments were made to the site, including
construction of a small church and a cov-
ered bridge across the ravine between the
parking lot and the main stage. By the
looks of things during our visit, more
enhancements are probably still under
way, as we saw some concrete and rebar
walls going up. And the entire place is
now powered by solar panels—brilliant,
ac tu ally.

We made our way back to civilization in
one piece and perfectly satisfied with our
six-hour trip for a nice, greasy burger. For
anyone looking for an easy day trip from
the Phoenix area, Nellie E. is a definite hit.
But keep in mind its limited operating
hours: it’s only open from October through
April, Saturdays and Sundays, from 12:00
noon to 6:00 pm. And the entire opera-
tion is cash only—don’t even think of try-
ing to pay with plastic out there. Have fun
and check it out sometime. ■
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CORVETTERESOURCES:

• BMW Concept X2

• Jeep Yuntu Concept

• Mercedes-Benz Concept A Sedan

• Rolls-Royce “Dawn—Inspired by Fashion”

• Volkswagen I.D. CROZZ crossover concept

• Audi e-tron Sportback concept

C hina’s 17th Annual International Automobile
& Manufacturing Technology Exhibition—

bet ter known as Auto Shanghai 2017—followed
directly on the heels of New York. Still experienc-
ing phenomenal automotive growth, China put its
emphasis on the future. Here are a few highlights
from manufacturers whose efforts will influence
products that reach the US, in alphabetical order:
• The Audi e-tron Sportback concept four-
door GT coupe is Audi’s second electric, slated for
production in 2019, following a 2018 e-tron. One
electric motor on the front axle and two on the
rear power all four wheels, making this a high-per-
formance quattro coupe hitting 0-to-60 in 4.5 sec-
onds in 370 kW boost mode. A low-slung 95 kWh
battery has range above 310 miles. In no vative
ligh ting includes digital Matrix LED units front and
rear, with an array of functions day and night.
• The BMW Concept X2, shown in Asia for the
first time, is a compact hatch combining urban,
sporty and rugged design cues (though toned
down from it sketch). Also shown were an i8 Pro -
tonic Frozen Yellow Edi tion, the world premiere of
an all-new 5 Series Long Wheel base sedan, and
the Asian premiere of BMW 4 Series models—
coupe, convertible and Gran Coupe—as well as
BMW Con nected mobility, communication and
infotainment services specific to China. 
• The Jeep Yuntu Concept was created specif-
ically for the Shanghai show, to target tastes of
Chinese customers. This new concept includes
futuristic exterior design, a flexible interior and a
plug-in-hybrid powertrain. SUVs are the fastest-
growing segment in China, and the Jeep Yuntu

Con cept showcases the potential for continued
brand expansion there. The Yuntu Concept also
may indicate future direction for the Jeep Grand
Cherokee and/or a Grand Wagoneer in the US.
• Mercedes-Benz premiered an updated S-Class
Sedan with expanded Intelligent Drive, a step to -
ward auton omous, and a new generation of en -
gines. The Mercedes-Benz Concept A Sedan
shows cues for their next generation of compacts,
with short overhangs, slim green house set to ward
the rear, more vertical C-pillar, large side windows
and higher beltline. Over two million Mercedes-
Benz compacts have sold globally since 2012, with
B-Class, CLA and GLA variants available in the US.
• As a spring/summer Couture Collection presen-
tation, Rolls-Royce “Dawn–Inspired by Fash -
ion” displayed the popular droptop finished in
Andalucian White with three roof colors: Mugello
Red, Cobalto Blue and Mandarin and a matching
hand-painted coachline (pinstripe). The instru-
ment panel is Piano White with aluminum parti-
cles creating a silk-like appearance, while the
steering wheel, seats and door pockets are color-
keyed. Door pockets are lined with fine silks.
• Third on their MEB modular electric platform is
a Volkswagen I.D. CROZZ cross over concept,
with 302 hp, top speed of 112 mph, range of 311
miles (European Cycle) and as much interior space
as the all-new 2018 VW Tiguan. Its battery can be
charged to 80 percent in just 30 minutes with a DC
fast charger. The cockpit implements an augment-
ed reality heads-up display and infotainment tab -
let, and the vehicle has an I.D. Pilot mode engi-
neered for full autonomous driving. ■
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Goodguys Rod & Custom Association throws top-tier car shows coast to
coast, but they both start and finish their season in Arizona, at West world

in Scottsdale. You’ll find a wealth of top show quality American sheet metal
and engineering, in cars and trucks from the 1930s to early ’70s. 

Things got underway on Thursday night, as host club Over the Hill Gang
again held a Hot Rod Road Tour with over a hundred cars ending up at Mods
for Rods in Fountain Hills for lunch. Friday evening included a 2017 Goodguys
season kickoff party hosted by Brown’s Classic Autos. AutoCross starts on
Friday, with big competition on Saturday. Almost 50 lead-foots participated,
in five classes. And K&N Filters All American Sunday lets late model owners
display their cars or run the AutoCross course.

Dozens of awards are presented at Goodguys, with the categories often as
entertaining as the cars and trucks themselves—Ya Gotta Drive ’Em, One Fine
Deuce, Wildcard Just ’Cause It’s Neat, Suede & Chrome, Mighty Mustang and
many, many more. A tiered voting process leads to 12 Winner’s Circle special
award winners and ten All Ways Hot Rods Builder’s Choice Awards. Plan on
spending a full Sunday morning taking in all these final results.

This year’s 8th Spring Nationals drew a record 2,500 cars on a beautiful
warm March weekend. Figure you may take 20 photos of each car—that’s
50,000 photos you might bring home. Staggering but true. Multiply that by the
tens of thousands of spectators on hand, and you have two and a half billion
photos to document the event. Here are just a few of our favorites.

Goodguys returns to Westworld this fall to wrap up their calendar year
with the 20th Southwest Nationals, November 17-19, 2017. ■
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Goodguys kick off their
national season in Scottsdale
Friday-Sunday, March 10-12, 2017 / Photos: Joe Sage

Main photo: Winner’s Circle on Sunday. // Left page insets: the engine of Best Wide Whites winner 1950 Mercury, Andra Albani, Wittman AZ. Interior of Rodders Rep
Pick winner ’32 Ford pickup Moon rod, Brian Snyder, Glendale AZ. One of three Rochester 2GC carburetors comprising the original tripower setup in GTO Pick
winner 1965 GTO, Reggie Hughes, Phoenix. // Insets above: Andra Albani’s Best Wide Whites winning 1950 Mercury. Chopped and Dropped winner 1958 Edsel wagon,
Floyd Dutton, Harrah OK. Steinegger & Eshenbaugh blower on Traditional Homebuilt Heaven winner 1930 Ford rod, Mike Combest, Phoenix. Wire wheels on Bitchin’
Buick winner straight 8 DynaFlow 1952 Buick Roadmaster, Mike Stewart, Scottsdale AZ. Beautiful silver over red ’63 split window Chevrolet Corvette Sting Ray,
Randy Lasater, Greenwood Village CO. Headlight detail on Goodguys Staff Pick 1960 Plymouth Fury by Loose Cannon Customs with 572 HEMI, Scott Truss, Calgary,
Alberta. Flame detail on Hot Wheels-themed Hottest Hot Rod winner 1940 Ford custom coupe with air ride, Tony Wille, Tucson. Buick Fireball straight 8 in Mike
Stewart’s Bitchin’ Buick winning ’52 Roadmaster. Awesome Autocross Hot Rod Winner 1936 Pontiac Silver Streak with LS1 turbo and 5-speed, Tom Hull, Mesa AZ. 



Daimler has been rebranding their AMG
models. What until a couple of years ago

would have been a Mercedes-Benz C43 AMG
is now called Mercedes-AMG C43, and so on,
amping up the spotlight on the AMG high-per-
formance division. (It also parallels badging a
specialty S Class as Mercedes-Maybach.)

This creates simpler, stronger naming of
the GT cars—Mercedes-AMG GT rather than
Mercedes-Benz GT AMG, with the focus on
GT as the key model name. Or lineup, really.
As surely as Mercedes-AMG has become a
semi-freestanding sub-brand, the Mercedes-
AMG GT lineup within it grows and grows. 

It started at the Paris show in 2014. As the
sun set on the multi-hundred-thou sand- dollar
Mer ce des-Benz SLS AMG 563-hp gullwing
sup  ercar, the first sports car developed com-
pletely in-house by AMG, it rose on their sec-
ond—the 2015 Mercedes-AMG GT S Coupe.

GT S and then GT two-seat hardtops quick-
ly begat an uptuned GT R version by mid-2016
as a 2017 model. And at the Geneva show this
spring (also in this issue), a Mercedes-AMG
GT Con cept four-door wowed the crowd with
its 816 hp and under-three-second zero-to-60

time, but also its “intelligent electrified drive,”
with a powerful gasoline V8 up front and elec-
tric motors specific to the rear wheels.

Mercedes-AMG was simultaneously cre-
ating two new open-air two-seat GT and GT C
Road ster s, which they shipped to Arizona so
we could be among the first to drive them .
Spring in Geneva is nice, but driving these on
our mountain highways would be even better.

The Mercedes-AMG GT takes on a variety
of competitors in mindset, from Jaguar F-Type
to Porsche 911. The 911 is most often invoked
by third parties, and comparisons are all over
the map. But while 911 used to hit a very spe-
cific spot in the auto motive matrix, today we
have regular, Turbo, Carrera4 and Targa, plus
S models of each and Cab ri o lets of most,
before you even touch on Boxster/ Cayman.
The Mercedes-AMG GT lineup seems quite
focused by comparison, and still leaves plen-
ty of room in the stable for the two-seat SL. 

Mercedes-Benz SL and Mercedes-AMG GT
both are stylish and loaded with creature com -
 forts and technology. We might think of the
retractable-hardtop SL as more luxury-orient-
ed but with a full dose of per formance, and the

Mercedes-AMG GT as more performance-
oriented but with a full dose of luxury.

The Mercedes-Benz SL comes in four fla-
vors (two are AMG) with 3-to-6-liter V6, V8
and V12 biturbo engines from 362 to 621 hp
that can bring its 182.3-inch-long, two-ton-or-
more bulk to 60 mph in 4.9 to 3.9 seconds. 

The Mercedes-AMG GT Roadster comes in
two flavors, both bearing a 4-liter biturbo V8
with either 469 or 550 hp. Though that’s fewer
horses than the SL63 or SL65 AMG, the 178.9-
inch-long GT Roadster can bring its lithe 3683
to 3825 pounds to 60 mph in 3.9 to 3.7 seconds. 

The numbers can start to make you crazy,
and a comparison with 911 becomes even
more endlessly intertwined and may not even
serve a purpose. The best thing is to just get
your hands on the new Mercedes-AMG GT
and look deep into its own soul.

Tip to tail, the aluminum spaceframed-and-
bodied Mercedes-AMG GT shows its muscle,
starting with a Panamericana-inspired grille
and instan tan eous AIRPANEL active air lou-
vers up front to optimize aerodynamics and
performance. Wide but taut rear body styling
emphasizes where power hits the ground—
on the GT Roadster with 19-inch wheels all
around and tires two inches wider in the rear;
and on the GT Roadster with three-inch-
wider 20-inchers in the rear—through a limit-
ed-slip rear differential (electronically con-
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SPECIFICATIONS TO DATE
ENGINE ................4.0L twin-turbo direct-injection V8
HP/TORQUE...........GT roadster .........469 hp / 465 lb-ft

.........................GT C roadster .....550 hp / 502 lb-ft
COMPRESSION .....GT roadster ............................10.5:1

.........................GT C roadster...........................9.5:1
TRANSMISSION ...................7-speed DCT dual-clutch
SHIFT MODES .......GT roadster .....................C, S, S+, I

.........................GT C roadster ......C, S, S+, I, Race
DRIVETRAIN.............................................................RWD
REAR DIFF ......GT roadster....mechanical limited-slip

.................GT C roadster ...electronic limited-slip
STEERING ..........Electromechanical speed-sensitive

rack & pinion sport power steering with non-lin-
ear ratio. GT C adds active rear axle steering.

STRUCTURE....Two-seater w aluminum spaceframe,
aluminum body, reinforced body shell with cross-
member behind seats for fixed roll-over protec-
tion. First-ever production use of combined sheet
molding compound (SMC) and carbon fiber for
trunk lid. Three-layer soft top (available in 3 col-
ors) with magnesium-steel-aluminum substruc -
ture opens or closes in 11 seconds up to 31 mph.

SUSPENSION...........GT roadster: AMG Sport suspen-
sion. F: aluminum double-wishbone, anti-dive,
coils, stabilizer; R: aluminum double-wishbone,
anti-squat and anti-dive, coils, stabilizer.
............................GT C roadster: F: add electronic 
three-stage control, AMG Ride Control w adap-
tive damping; R: add active rear-wheel steering,
AMG Ride Control w adaptive damping.

ZERO-TO-60 MPH ..............GT roadster..............3.9 sec
.....................................GT C roadster ..........3.7 sec

TOP SPEED ........................GT roadster ...........188 mph
.....................................GT C roadster........196 mph

BRAKES FRONT/REAR .......GT roadster.........14.2"/14.2"
.....................................GT C roadster .....15.4"/14.2"

WHEELS FRONT/REAR.......GT roadster ......9x19, 11x19
.....................................GT C roadster ..9x19, 12x20

LENGTH .............................GT roadster.............178.9 in
.....................................GT C roadster .........179.2 in

WHEELBASE ........................................................103.5 in
TURNING CIRCLE ..............GT roadster................37.7 ft

.....................................GT C roadster ............37.6 ft
WEIGHT.............................GT roadster..............3683 lb

.....................................GT C roadster ..........3825 lb
POWER-TO-WEIGHT .........GT roadster ...................7.85

.....................................GT C roadster................6.95
FUEL CAPACITY ...................................................17.2 gal
MPG (early Euro spec and Euro test figures):

(urban/ex/comb) .........GT roadster .........19/30/25±
(urban/ex/comb) .........GT C roadster......16/26/21±

INCLUDES: Nappa leather interior w waterfall dia-
mond stitching. AMG Performance seats avail-
able w Air scarf neck-level heating and seat cli-
mate control (or incl w standard-fit AMG sport
seats). AMG Track Pace app and COMAND sys-
tem with stats and social media connex; au dio w
external coupled subwoofer using entire interior
as a woofer via aperture in right rear wheel arch
connected to bodyshell.

GT C ADDS: Active rear-wheel steering, electronic
limited-slip rear differential; AMG Ride Control
sport suspension w adaptive damping; 2.2" wider
rear fenders, wider track, more traction: larger
compound front brake discs; enhanced interior
with Nappa leather, AMG nappa leather perfor -
mance wheel, Dinamica microfiber, embossed
con sole emblem, AMG instrument cluster with
red highlights and speedo to 220 mph; additional
Race mode; AMG performance exhaust.

PRICING ................................................................T.B.D.
(Note: Mercedes-AMG GT S Coupe base.......$131,200)
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trolled on the GT C Roadster) with active
rear-wheel steering to boost the car’s catlike
grip in the twisties. The body is reinforced
and includes a behind-the-seats crossmem-
ber for rollover protection. Rear deck lid
material is manufactured with a lightweight
combination of sheet molding compound
(SMC) and carbon fiber, the first such use in
a production vehicle. The GT Roadster’s
motorsports-derived suspension adds AMG
Ride Control adaptive damping suspension
on the GT C Roadster. 

The soft top is a three-layer build, provid-
ing a quiet top-up cockpit, and its structure is
a lightweight magnesium-steel-aluminum
build that retains the car’s low center of grav-
ity. Top up or down—done with a pushbutton
in 11 seconds either way, up to 31 mph—the
Burmeister surround sound audio system
(standard on GT C) is powerful and clear,
using the bodyshell as a woofer that fills the
cabin. And top up or down, the car’s AMG
Performance exhaust note—tuned to your
selected drive mode and/or infinitely variable
through its own settings—rolls through your
body from your core to the grin on your face.

Under the hood is the GT Roadster’s heart:
a handcrafted 4.0-liter V8 biturbo, which has
its two turbochargers not outside the cylin-
der banks, but rather in the V between them,
delivering instantaneous response and lower
emissions via optimum air flow to close-cou-
pled catalytic converters. The engine in the
GT C Roadster has been uptuned for an addi-
tional 81 horsepower. 

These horses run through a seven-speed
dual clutch transaxle with a high first gear
and lower top gear, providing powerful ac -
celeration and quick response to high-speed
maneuvers. There are comfort, sport and
sport-plus drive modes, as well as an individ-
ual program setting. 

We tended to stay in sport-plus during our
romp to Prescott, Jerome, Cottonwood and
Sedona, because, well, sport. Power was
always fully and evenly distributed, and while
pushing the performance envelope consider-
ably, it’s easy to tell there is still as much
headroom as you could ever want.

As part of the brand shift, fully nine vehi-
cles now comprise a Mercedes-AMG 43 fam-
ily, and all nine were also here for the GT
Roadster launch event. For about a two-hour
spin through Tonto National Forest to Saguaro
Lake on our last morning, we grabbed the
Mercedes-AMG C43 Cabriolet. It was a good
coda to the greater message: AMG as a sub-
brand is coming on strong. ■
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product manager Stefan Sällqvist, who has flown
to Arizona from Sweden to show us the finer
points, reaffirms that its Scalable Archi tecture
chassis was developed from scratch in 2010 and
modified for this car. The V90 CC uses double
wish bone front and rear integral axle suspension,
eliminating diagonal road response common with
ubiquitous MacPher son strut front ends. This engi-
neering approach aims right at the active wagon’s
prime directives: it can handle larger loads, and
it’s very capable off-road, but also a smooth high-
way cruiser. The V90 Cross Country’s tires—devel-
oped by Pirelli, Michelin and Conti nen tal—are
specific to this vehicle’s purpose, a bit softer and
more rounded. The V90 CC has welcome all-wheel
drive, uniquely tuned to this car, as well as hill
descent and electronic stability control, plus active
damper suspension, also spe ci fically tuned to the
Cross Country.

The Volvo V90 Cross Country sounds ready for
anything. So we hit the challenging roads, trails,
rivers and lakes of Arizona for a day to find out. 

The weather was perfect as we met up with
Volvo in Para dise Valley, Arizona for the launch of

the new Volvo V90 Cross Country—skies were
blue and the palo verde were in full bloom. Perfect
weather in this case also included a huge thunder-
storm overnight, granting us prime mud and flash
flood conditions on our rough road sections.

We started out on the freeways and I-17, exit-
ing at Carefree Highway (AZ highway 74), then at
North Castle Hot Springs Road into Lake Pleasant
Regional Park. Our first stop here was at the boat
launch ramp, where we backed the V90 Cross
Country down with a trailer bearing a 22-foot

ARIZONADRIVER • May-June 2017 • 35

V olvo has been going like 90 with their 90
Series—with the endlessly award- win-
ning XC90 utility in 2015, the stun ning

S90 executive sedan in 2016, and this year the V90
Cross Country wagon. Underpinned by the same
Volvo  Scalable Product Architecture as the XC90
and S90, the V90 Cross Country is likely to share
their critical praise and market success.

In the 1950s, ’60s and ’70s, the station wagon
reigned supreme as the American family car—real
land yachts with front and rear overhangs about as
long as a Smart car today, which would probably
block two or three pumps at a modern gas station.
And so it was, until displaced by the arrival of the
minivan and then the SUV. Wagons have contin-
ued to have diehard fans, though. 

The Volvo V90 Cross Country wagon will ap peal
to those fans and well beyond. The concept is sim-
ple: this does a better job of being a utility vehicle
as needed, than some utilities do of being a high-
way cruiser or town car when needed, a better bal-
ance for a great many people’s typical real needs. 

Volvo’s market data suggests “peo ple who
actually do things” generally don’t choose an SUV
(even XC90 buyers have not been off-roaders).
These folks put skis, kayaks, Thule cargo boxes,
surfboards and bicycles on their roofs (and more
gear in the trunk). An SUV roof is too high to mount
and un mount this gear quickly and easily. A sedan
has a far more accessible roof, but a wagon pro-
vides the perfect balance: the accessible roof of a
sedan with rear cargo volume rivaling an SUV.

Volvo product and technology communications
manager Jim Nichols says these highly active peo-
ple are deeply into their hobbies—not just the ac -
tivities themselves, but the process behind it all.
They’re the gearheads who devote extra attention
to each element of their sporting goods, apparel
and tools, and to them, the wheels that get them
there are one of those tools and part of the thor-
oughly enjoyable preparation process. They are
also more likely to see their possessions as
reflecting who they are. These folks have migrat-
ed to Volvo wagons for years, and there are more

such gear devotees all the time.
We were once memorably told that brand is a

substitute for knowledge, and we have often
found this to be the case in some shoppers’ choic-
es, whether for cars, smartphones or coffee. How -
ever, the demographics be hind the V90 Cross
Country have giv en us an epiphany: its shoppers
clearly know their game, and in this case, brand is
the application of their knowledge.

Volvo senior design VP Thomas Ingen  lath points
out the V90 CC’s additional 6cm (about 2-3/8 inch-
es) of ground clearance, larger wheels, wheel arch
extensions to de flect mud, snow and gravel, and
the car’s overall powerful stance. Yet inside this
rough and ready exterior is a Scan di navian sanctu-
ary as in the S90 and XC90, but modified with such
details as dramatic black walnut inlays, with the
same luxury tactile sensibility but a deep woods
feel. A full suite of technology and connectivity
includes Apple/Android as standard, dovetailed
with a suite of Volvo and partner apps. Bowers &
Wilkins offers a 19-speaker, 1400-watt audio sys-
tem as an option, as on the S90 and XC90, includ-
ing its stunningly effective settings for Studio,
Stage or Gothenburg Concert Hall.

In its bones, the new V90 Cross Country has
less in common with older Volvo wagons, more in
common with the S90 and XC90. Volvo Cars senior
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SPECIFICATIONS
ENGINE ..........2.0L supercharged+turbo 4-cyl
DRIVETRAIN ....................instant traction AWD
HP..............................................................316 hp
TORQUE ..................................................295 lb-ft
TRANSMISSION ............................8-speed auto
0-TO-60 MPH ............................................6.0 sec
TOP SPEED .............................................140 mph
SUSPENSION ...............double wishbone front

and rear integral axle
STEERING ....rack & pinion elec power assist
WHEELS............................................19-in alloys

....................optional 20-inch diamond-cut
TIRES.............model-specific all-season tires
LENGTH / WHEELBASE ...........194.4 in / 115.8 in
GROUND CLEARANCE .................................8.3 in

................w optional air suspension 9.1 in
LEGROOM........................................42.2 / 35.9 in
CARGO VOLUME ...................................33.9 cu.ft
WEIGHT ....................................................4221 lb
FUEL CAPACITY / FUEL .....15.9 gal / 91+ octane
MPG .........................22/30/25 (city/hwy/comb)

PRICING, INCLUSIONS AND PACKAGES
...............................................see next page



Zodiac inflatable expedition boat complete with
cockpit and Yamaha 150 outboard motor—the car
can tow 3500 pounds—also giving us a chance to
demo its quick one-button foldable trailer hitch.

From there, we took the rest of North Castle
Hot Springs Road, combining the best of flat grav-
el rally runs with river fording, bouldering, climbs
and descents. With its 2.3-inch enhancement, the
car has 8.3 inches of ground clearance—9.1 inch-
es with a $1200 air suspension option. 

We emerged at US 60 northwest of metro
Phoenix, giving us a chance to play with the V90’s
semi-autonomous features on a highway-speed
run to Wicken burg.

The Volvo V90 Cross Country comes impres-
sively well equipped for $55,300 and offers a
handful of reasonably priced upgrades, including

that compelling Bowers & Wilkins audio (see side-
bar). You can hit $70,000 or so if you go all out, but
we doubt you’d ever look back, once ensconced in
your luxury go-anywhere getaway car. Actually,
we suspect the same even at the $55k base level.
(There is no über-luxe Inscription model, as on S90
and XC90, planned for now.)

The Volvo V90 Cross Country is enough to make
everybody in America want a wagon again—and
more than anything, this wagon. 

Dean Shaw, VP corporate communications,
tells us Volvo “can’t build enough” of the popular
XC90—so they are adding pro duction capacity.
The V90 will be built in smaller numbers, at least
to start. Demo models of the new Volvo V90 Cross
Country started arriving at dealerships this spring.
You can place your order now. ■
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INCLUSIONS AND PACKAGES
INCLUDES: panoramic moonroof/power sun -
shade, 19" diamond-cut wheels, dual tail -
pipes, active bending LED headlights, auto
high beam, Thor’s hammer DRL, LED fogs w
corner illumination, LED taillights/side mark-
ers, high-pressure headlight washers, front
grille w gloss black bars, matt black inserts,
chrome frame, silver lower skid plate, tinted
windows rear/cargo, lighted door handles,
leather seats, 10-way power front seats w 4-
way power lumbar and memory, heated front
seats/wheel, dark walnut inlays, Sensus nav
w 9" touchscreen (6-mo subscrip), 12.3" driv-
er display (binnacle), drive modes, 330w 10-
spkr audio, USB/AUX, SiriusXM (6 mos),
Apple/ Android, clean zone air system, illumi-
nated aluminum sill plates, auto-dim mirror,
keyless entry/start, leather remote key,
hands free power tailgate, semi-automatic
load cover, rear camera, rear park assist,
power-fold rear headrests, 12v power & load
strap in cargo area, temp spare w jack, alu-
minum cargo scuff plate, Volvo On-Call
(remote lock/unlock, 6 months send-to-car &
vehicle tracking, semi-autonomous pilot
assist w/adaptive cruise, collision avoidance
w low & high speed mitigation, pedestrian-
cyclist-large animal detection, run-off road
mitigation & run-off road protection, lane
departure warning, road sign info, driver
alert, blind spot info & cross traffic alert.
BASE PRICE .......................................$55,300
DESTINATION CHARGE ...................................995

LUXURY PACKAGE: ventilated Nappa leather
seats, front w power side support, cush-
ion ex tension & massage, leather dash &
doors, heated rear seats, 4-zone elec -
tronic climate control & cooled glovebox,
rear side sun curtains, power load cover,
color-coordinated sills/bump ers .........4500

CONVENIENCE PACKAGE: 360º surround cam-
era, HomeLink, mirror compass, park as -
sist, luxe interior lighting, heated wash er
nozzles, grocery bag holder.................1950

METALLIC PAINT..............................................560
PREMIUM REAR AIR SUSPENSION

and active chassis (four-C) .................1200
GRAPHICAL HEADS-UP DISPLAY ....................900
BOWERS & WILKINS PREMIUM AUDIO ........2650
20" 10-SPOKE DIAMOND-CUT WHEELS ...........750

Southwest Media Communications
602-892-4766 - info@southwestmedia.net
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LOWER ANTELOPE CANYON: Located
just outside of Page, Arizona, this slot can -
yon had been on our must-see list for sev-
eral years. After our tour was cancelled
the prior fall due to rain, we were thrilled
to ex perience it this time despite the heat
and abundance of international tourists.
The rock canyon walls and colors were
stunning. Ken’s Tours (lowerantelope.com)
was the most competitively priced tour
we found ($20 for adults, $12 for kids plus
$8 per person to enter Navajo property),
and we stayed at Wahweap Campground
in Lake Powell National Park, which
offered sweeping views of the lake and
surrounding rocky terrain.

ZION NATIONAL PARK: This park has
limited RV sites, especially for those 30
feet or longer, so we ended up reserving a
spot near the Virgin River and taking our
1999 Jeep Wrangler into the park. This
proved to be a wise decision, given the
popularity of the park over the summer
and the fact that most of it is accessible
by shuttle bus only. 

We chose to spend our day hiking The
Narrows. This gorge, with walls a thou-
sand feet tall and the river sometimes just
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E xtended RV road trips are not for the
faint of heart nor the road weary. My

family made this discovery on our inau-
gural summer RV trip last year, traversing
10 states and nine national parks, cover-
ing more than 3,300 miles in 13 days.

Growing up in an RV enthusiast family,
my husband, Tim, has always wanted to
give our three children—ages 12, 9 and 5
at the time —the same adventurous travel
experiences he had in his youth. So last
spring, we decided to take the plunge and
purchase a 34-foot 2013 Coachmen
Mirada powered by a V10 Ford Triton
engine with only 10,000 miles on it.

We immediately set out to plan an epic
summer road trip including three nights
in West Yellowstone, Montana, followed
by Fourth of July spent at Mt. Rushmore.
The trip traced some of the destinations
my husband visited as a youngster with
his grandparents traveling in an RV from
Minnesota to California.

Highlights of our trip were plentiful,
but I’ve pared it down to our top seven
stops in the order that we visited them:
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The Jarnagan family of five—six counting the Jeep.
(Top to bottom, left to right): Jarnagan kids plus Aunt
Bree Garrison at main entrance of Zion National
Park; Jarnagan family at Owen Creek Campground
in Wyoming; view of The Narrows in Zion National
Park; Jarnagan family in Lower Antelope Canyon in
northern Arizona; and view hiking up the 1.3-mile
Navajo Trail at Bryce Canyon National Park.

How to travel 
through ten states
to nine parks over
thirteen days with
a family of five
in one motorhome
towing one Jeep
Story by Stephanie Jarnagan
Photos by Stephanie and Tim Jarnagan

Six out of ten states included visits to National Parks 
and one Navajo Tribal Park. The trip also passed 
through Idaho, Nebraska, Colorado and Texas.



all the challenges that sculptor and vision-
ary Gutzon Borglum encountered during
the building process. 

CARLSBAD CAVERNS NATIONAL PARK:

After visiting Kartchner Caverns in south-
ern Arizona twice, we feared we’d be dis-
appointed by Carlsbad. Fortunately, we
were wrong! The sheer magnitude of this
cave was awe-inspiring. We paid extra for
the guided, 1.5-hour Kings Palace tour,
and it was worth every penny. Did you
know Amelia Earhart considered being an
expedition leader here? We also stayed to
witness the bat flight program at sunset,
which is situated in an amphitheater near
the cave opening (sit at top for best view).
Approximately 400,000 bats steadily
stream out of the cave each night to feed
along nearby rivers. 

As one might imagine, an RV trip cover-
ing 3,300 miles in 13 days with three kids
was exhausting! But we’re ready to do it
again—the epic 2017 Jarnagan summer
RV plans are already in the works. ■

STEPHANIE JARNAGAN is no stranger to automo-
tive news; she works with the Ford Motor Com -
pany Fund in Phoenix on community outreach and
media relations. She is a married mom of three
kids who enjoy school, sports and travel—not
necessarily in that order!
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20 to 30 feet wide, is one of the most pop-
ular areas in Zion. You can see The Nar -
rows by hiking along a paved, riverside
walk for one mile from the Temple of
Sinawava. Most visitors choose to hike up
the river and return the same way they
came in, but there are more strenuous 10-
plus-mile treks for hiking enthusiasts.

BRYCE CANYON NATIONAL PARK: We
ar rived to Ruby’s Inn RV Park and Camp -
ground in the late afternoon, and the kids
immediately found friends to play with
and bike around the expansive grounds.
The facility was well kept, and we would’ve
liked to stay longer than one night. 

The following morning, we tackled the
moderate 1.3-mile Navajo Trail, which be -
gins at Sunset Point and goes down into
Bryce Amphitheater through a “slot” can -
yon where large Douglas Fir trees are
stretching to reach sunlight high above.
Coming back up the switchbacks in the
summer heat was not an experience I
want to do again; however, it was an unfor-
gettable hike.

YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK: Since
my dad spent several summers working in
Yellowstone at Canyon Village, we came
prepared with a lengthy list of must-sees.
Our home base for three nights was locat-

ed outside the park at Mountainside KOA
in West Yellow stone (note: getting a camp-
site inside the park for an RV over the
summer is next to impossible unless you
plan several months in advance). The Jeep
also came in handy for traveling within
the park, as we easily stopped at the
numerous colorful hot springs, mudpots
and geysers. 

We spent 13 hours in one day exploring
the Grand Loop in Yellowstone, traveling
roughly 140 miles with too many destina-
tions to count! Must-see stops on the
Lower Loop included Grand Prismatic
Springs, Old Faithful and the Lower Falls,
also known as the Grand Canyon of Yel -
low stone. We enjoyed a scenic drive with
fewer stops on the Upper Loop, but since
we were driving in the evening, we wit-
nessed more wildlife in this less congest-
ed portion of the park, including a black
bear, bald eagle, coyote and plenty of
bison, elk and deer.

BIGHORN NATIONAL FOREST: Our
overnight stop at the tiny Owen Creek
Camp ground in Wyoming’s Bighorn Na -
tion al Forest was probably one of our fav -
orite stops on the trip. The isolated, rug -
ged forest location was a thrill, especially
after spending three days in crowded

Yellowstone. Our RV site backed up to a
fox den, and we spotted “Mrs. Fox” and
her kit on several occasions during the
short 18 hours we were there. We took the
Jeep off-roading following a brief hail-
storm and downpour, during which time
we learned that it can slide sideways in
mud. When we departed in the morning,
we spotted a huge herd of elk, easily close
to 200 of them, off the highway.

MOUNT RUSHMORE: What’s a more
American destination west of the Mis sis -
sippi to spend the Fourth of July at than
Mount Rushmore? Turns out the kids en -
joyed KOA’s Mount Rushmore Resort at
Pal mer Gulch more than the landmark it’s
named after. Nestled in the Black Hills of
South Dakota, this “resort” truly has it all
—including multiple pools; a fun zone for
the kids; a splash park and water slide; a
mini town with dining options, ice cream
shop and laundromat; and even horse-
back riding stables. With more than 600
spots for “campers” (as well as a lodge
and cabins), this is the second largest KOA
in the country. 

While impressive, the most interesting
part of Mt. Rushmore was seeing the scale
model of what it was supposed to look like
(more than just faces) and reading about
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(Top to bottom, left to right): Jarnagans at first gas
station stop in Flagstaff, Arizona; muddy Jeeping in
Owen Creek Campground in Bighorn National For -
est, Wyoming; Grand Prismatic Springs in Yellow -
stone; stalagtites in Carlsbad Cavern; Jarnagan kids
at Mount Rushmore on July 4, 2016; view of the
Teton Range in Wyoming from a roadside stop.

Crossing a bridge near the southern entrance of
Yellowstone National Park by Moose Falls.



42 • May-June 2017 • ARIZONADRIVER ARIZONADRIVER • May-June 2017 • 43

were not available yet at the time.
But whichever direction your heart and

habits may lead you, you will benefit from the
core efforts of the Equinox development
team, from dual-rack-and-pinion electric
power steering to specifically tuned suspen-
sion including a MacPherson strut front end
with side-loaded modules, specifically tuned
coil springs and a direct-acting stabilizer bar;
and four-link independent rear suspension.

Wheels vary by engine, trim and op tions
(17-, 18- and 19-inch), and brake sizes vary
accordingly, but all are four-wheel disc with
ABS and electronic stability control, Duralife
rotors (which avoid rust and dust buildup,
with the bonus of smoother steering and
braking) and fuel-efficient low-drag calipers. 

That all-new nine-speed transmission in
the upcoming 2-liter model has a higher over-
all ratio, for fuel efficiency, and smaller steps
between gears, for both fuel efficiency and a
more refined ride. Its on-axis design puts all
gears in line with the crankshaft. That plus
GM’s first application of a selectable one-
way clutch reduce the unit to about the same
size as a six-speed transmission. 

All this is bundled together in a body that
carries forward key cues from the popular
prior model, as well as upscale front styling
that reflects the Impala and is working its

way into much of the Chevrolet lineup.
Developed with a particular emphasis on
aerodynamics, the body achieves a 10 per-
cent reduction in drag over its predecessor,
with slippery features including dual elec-
tronically-controlled drag-reducing air dams
in the front grilles, a larger rear spoiler (that
also looks quite cool), and various air trips,
deflectors and underbody panels throughout.

It’s nice to know that all this technology
lies beneath, but the human occupants with-
in also have plenty to enjoy. Again depending
upon trim level and options, the Equinox
offers the spacious feel of a panoramic sun-
roof, with a power sunshade for the hottest
and sunniest of Arizona’s hot and sunny days.
Front seats are available both heated and
ventilated, and rear seats are available heat-
ed. The rear seats also fold just about com-
pletely flat with one simple latch, creating up
to 63.5 cubic feet of cargo volume.

The vehicle’s technology hub includes an
available eight-inch touchscreen with a high-
ly effective surround-view camera, Apple and
Android connectivity, and GM’s pioneering
WiFi hot spot connectivity, now with a 4G LTE
plan offering unlimited data for $20 a month.
On-screen functions are presented in a series

T he equinox is the day the sun crosses
the earth’s equator. The vernal equinox,

in March, marks the end of winter and the
beginning of spring. This year, it also marked
the end of the gen-two Chevrolet Equinox
and the beginning of a highly developed new
gen-three model, as it happens to be the day
we drove the all-new 2018 Chevrolet Equinox
compact crossover from Greenville, South
Caro  lina to Asheville, North Carolina.

Chevy Equinox was born in 2005, when the
crossover term, hard as it is to recall now,
was barely being used or understood, and
compact sales were sort of an offshoot niche
of the whole thing. The original Equinox was
in fact a sibling of the Pontiac Torrent, which
itself was a replacement for the innovative
but poorly received Pontiac Aztek. 

The compact crossover Equinox was not a
voice in the wilderness, however, as small
Japanese utilities had been around for more
than a decade, and notably the Ford Escape

had been around for five years. 
Things started to warm up in the segment,

to the point that the second generation of
Equinox, from 2009 to 2017, became Chev ro -
let’s third-best-selling vehicle in North Amer -
ica—ahead of familiar badges like Impala or
Malibu and behind only the always-huge-
num bers Chevy Silverado pickup and the
economical compact Chevy Cruze.

This trend has only accelerated, to the
point that the compact crossover is now the
hot test selling segment in the industry, recent-
ly surpassing the midsize sedan. Knowing this,
GM has put an enormous effort into the new
third-generation Chevrolet Equinox. 

We flew to Upstate South Carolina to meet
the new vehicle and its development team.
From there, we would drive north into North
Carolina, through the Blue Ridge Mountains,
a region with endless combinations of high-
way and byway, café and curio, historic site
and new tech development hub, all combin-

ing to let us do what Chevrolet encourages
everyone to do: Find New Roads.

We were driving the first of the first—pre-
production builds of the Chevy Equinox with
its Ecotec 170-hp 1.5-liter turbocharged four-
cy linder dual-overhead-cam direct-injected
gas oline engine. Coming soon will be a
roughly 50 percent more powerful 2.0-liter
model, as well as a 1.6-liter turbo-diesel with
almost as much torque as the bigger gasoline
engine and that torque applied across a wide
power band. GM states this will be the only
diesel offered in this segment in North
America. All three engines have advanced
cast aluminum blocks and cylinder heads.

You will have a lot of choices with the new
Equinox—those three engines, each with a
different transmission (a sophisticated small
new nine-speed for the 2-liter, two different
six-speeds for the others); front-wheel- or all-
wheel-drive options; and four trim levels. For
towing, you’ll want the 2-liter. For maximum
fuel economy, you’ll either want the front-
drive 1.5-liter (32 mph highway) or the turbo-
diesel (expected to achieve about a 40-mpg
highway rating once certified). Pricing starts
at $24,475 and hits the mid-$30s for top trim
and AWD with the 1.5-liter engine. Pricing for
the bigger gasoline engine and the diesel

SPECIFICATIONS
SEATING CAPACITY..........................5-passenger
DRIVETRAIN ...................................FWD or AWD
ENGINE: 1.5L TURBO DOHC DI

HP/TORQUE.........................170 hp / 203 lb-ft
TRANSMISSION.............................6-spd auto
MPG .......FWD .......26/32/28 (city/hwy/comb)
...............AWD.......24/30/26 (city/hwy/comb)

ENGINE: 2.0L TURBO DOHC DI
HP/TORQUE.........................252 hp / 260 lb-ft
TRANSMISSION.............................9-spd auto
MPG............FWD est 28 highway; others tbd

ENGINE: 1.6L TURBO-DIESEL
HP/TORQUE.........................137 hp / 240 lb-ft
TRANSMISSION.............................6-spd auto
MPG............FWD est 40 highway; others tbd

SUSPENSION .....F: MacPherson strut with side-
loaded modules, specifically tuned coil

springs, direct-acting stabilizer bar
R: 4-link independent rear suspension

STEERING .............dual rack & pinion elec power
WHEELS....................17-, 18-, 19-inch aluminum
BRAKES ....................four-wheel disc, ABS, ESC,

Duralife rotors and low-drag calipers
LENGTH / WHEELBASE...........183.1 in / 107.3 in
TURNING CIRCLE .......................................37.4 ft
CARGO VOLUME .........................29.9 / 63.5 cu.ft
WEIGHT .................................3327 lb (1.5L FWD)
TOWING CAPACITY ..............3500 lb (2.0L turbo)

BASE PRICES (with 1.5L turbo)
L..................FWD ............................$24,475
LS ...............FWD..............................$26,405
....................AWD .............................$28,155
LT................FWD..............................$27,645
....................AWD .............................$29,395
PREMIER...FWD..............................$31,685
....................AWD .............................$35,330



of simple and effective app icons, and key func-
tions such as volume and back/forward are knobs
and switches, for quick eyes-off adjustments.

Chevrolet gave some structure to our Find New
Roads mission by teaming up with Roadtrippers to
give us a choice of routes for the drive from South
Carolina to North—each with an emphasis vari-
ously on nature, culture, history, food and drink, or
the one we chose, Swoon-worthy Scenic Sight -
seeing. After all, we don’t get to the South much.
Parks, waterfalls and covered bridges punctuated
our day, but more importantly gave us a chance to
experience the new Chevy Equinox as owners
do—paying attention to family, friends and the
mission at hand, with a reliable and responsive
vehicle providing the trip’s foundation.

We had hoped to get to Asheville in time to
visit its Pinball Museum, but even after slicing one
or two swoon-worthy stops off our list, the little
college and tech city’s rush hour traffic dashed
those plans. Too bad. For 15 bucks, you can help
yourself to all the machines, and this place had
been on our co-driver’s bucket list for some time.

We did visit the headquarters of Moog Music,
Inc. for a tour and nightclub-caliber demonstration
of their innovative synthesizer and mixing tech-
nologies, still hand-built to spec by a dedicated
team of skilled enthusiasts. It’s a happenin’ town.

In the morning, the Pinball Museum was again
closed, as they are one day every week, since as a
hands-on museum, regular repairs are a certainty.

Heading back to South Carolina, we added one
irresistible check-it-off-our-own-list quick dash in -
to the corner of Georgia, bringing your correspon-
dent’s states-visited list officially to a full 50.

Our drive affirmed that Chevrolet has done a
very thorough job with the new Equinox—ready
to take on Ford Escape, as well as its expanded
field of Japanese, European and Korean compact
crossover competitors. Yet, a key part of their mar-
keting program is not about this or any model’s
individual relative positioning. It’s about the col-
lective presence of the Chevrolet brand.

You may have noticed a run of advertising for
the past several months, in which a group of aver-
age people are exposed to a surprisingly long list
of awards and best-ofs won by Chevy. What you
may not have noticed—we’re not sure we had, in
fact—is that Chevrolet as an overall brand has
not advertised collectively since the Heartbeat of
America in the 1980s. You’ve seen Malibu, Volt,
Silverado, Impala and whatnot, but not the full
brand beating as one. It’s a good move. Collec -
tively, the awards are quite impressive, and it
shines a light on the broad stable that comprise a
familiar yet fresh full lineup of Chevrolet products.
The latest is the 2018 Chevrolet Equinox, ready to
go head-to-head with other giants in its niche. ■
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GMhas long been skilled at brand posi-
tioning—they had to be when they

had Chevrolet, Buick, Cad illac, Oldsmobile,
Pontiac, Saturn and GMC (not to mention
Saab, Isuzu and Geo). Now with Chevy, Buick,
Cadillac and GMC, they still need each to
have its own image, purpose and feature set
—internally to distinguish brands in the GM
stable, models within that brand, various trim
levels within each model and the new model
against earlier model years; and externally
against the competition from other brands. 

In this niche, GM has the Chev rolet Impala,
Buick LaCrosse and Cadillac XTS —built on the
same extended Epsilon II platform (and if there
were still a Pontiac Bonneville or Olds 98, it
would be, too) —but the idea of a big Buick has
a certain time less air about it. A big Buick is
not just a physical reality, but a bit of a feeling.
GM brand positioning still holds true after all
these years: while the current Impala is any-
thing but downscale, the Buick badge makes
more of a premium statement, while still slot-
ting in be low the more purposefully ostenta-
tious pres ence that is Cadillac’s raison d’être.

But the new Buick LaCrosse goes beyond

this. We started out thinking of this car’s posi-
tion in the Chevy-Buick-Cadillac con  tinuum,
but soon began comparing it with premium/
luxury German autobahn cruisers. 

We had taken the LaCrosse straight to the
freeway on day one and loved it immediately.
We hit the ramp and gave it the gas, and it has
the power—right away you know you’d like to
cover some high desert highway miles in this.

Buick engineers have done a Road mas ter -
ful job with the chassis and powertrain. The
LaCrosse’s 3.6-liter V6 emits a powerful, ele-
gant growl, with European royalty in its tone.
The big sedan’s 310 hp feels like much more,
and its 38-foot turning circle feels like much
less. Bringing this big sedan’s weight in well
below two tons keeps it nimble and quick. 

The interior is spacious, with 42 inches of
legroom in front and a generous 40 inches in
back, with sizable doors all around, though
over-the-shoulder visibility is a bit tight. The
trunk holds 15 cubic feet, a proportion that’s
balanced against that rear seat roominess.
Overall length has been kept within a relative-
ly tidy footprint, and parking is quite easy.

For a taste of high desert highway miles,
we took a cruise up I-17 to Rock Springs Café
in Black Canyon City (famous for homemade
pies and hot sauces), and again enjoyed the
car’s smooth power and premium cabin. 

We played with the paddle-shift manumat-
ic on surface streets, a four-or-five-gear burst
(out of eight) when the light turned green. On
a two-lane country road with steady traffic,
we grabbed a quick oncoming open gap and
roared past a notable slowpoke, no paddles.

Control interfaces are generally clear and
effective. Climate and audio are easily found
and adjusted. We welcome the heads-up dis-
play, though it has a lot of info, enough to dis-
tract you at first on a par with looking down.

The electronic shift lever has an increas-
ingly common non-traditional pattern that re -
quires a jog up and to the left for reverse
(pushing a left-side but ton to the right while
pushing the handle itself to the left), to help
avoid ending up in reverse by pushing straight
up in your quest for the traditional park posi-
tion. Park itself is a button atop the shift lever. 

The console has a cutaway (no pesky shift
mechanism), with a flat rubberized-grip sur-
face for wireless charging (on the top two
trims), as well as one lighter-style outlet in
that area, plus another and two USB ports in
the console bin. A deep, slim smartphone
nook is just big enough for an iPhone 7, not a
Plus, though the lower mat will handle bigger
phones. The LaCrosse also has GM’s WiFi hot
spot technology included on all trim levels. 

Mild front-drive characteristics were neg-
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Big Buick
by Joe Sage

ligible. Variable-effort elec tric power steering
with lead/pull compensation and active re turn
assist mitigates this well. Another option: top
Pre mi um trim offers all-wheel drive for $2200,
which adds 242 pounds (still un der two tons)
and sheds one MPG city, two highway. For
that, you must buy the top trim, but don’t com-
pare this fully equipped car with the base
LaCrosse —compare it with the Germans.

European and Asian premium and luxury
brands include some fine machines, but the
Buick LaCrosse starts at just $32,990. Even our
top trip Premium (the highest of four levels) is
just above $40k. Max it out with AWD, and you
are at $44,190. You’d be remiss not to look
twice at this before you finish your shopping
process. Fit, finish and features are tops. So is
style—we become attuned to what we’re
driving each week, but quickly realized we
were not only noticing other LaCrosses, but
sometimes mistaking their panache for
brands that cost two or three times as much,
or vice versa. And a bonus: American brand
parts and service are far less painful as the
years roll on. It’s almost not even a fair fight.

A classic big Buick customer is not left high
and dry by LaCrosse’s athletic and wired new
direction—they will be very satisfied with this
machine. But a younger, more aggressive,
more demanding and more technical custom -
er demographic will be very pleased to dis-
cover this car. And either camp, if value is
part of their equation, will be delighted. ■

SPECIFICATIONS
ENGINE ...................3.6L direct-injection VVT V6
HP/TORQUE..............................310 hp / 282 lb-ft
TRANSMISSION .8-spd auto electronic overdrive

with torque converter clutch
DRIVETRAIN ..FWD (AWD available w Premium)
BRAKES 4-whl disc: F 12.6 vented / R 11.3 solid 
STEERING.......elec vari pwr, active return assist
SUSPENSION.....................FR: MacPherson strut

coil-over-spring; R: five-link 
(opt 20-in wheels add continuous damping)

WHEELS .........................18" alum (opt 20" alum)
TIRES .....235/50R18 all-season (opt 245/40R20)
LENGTH / WHEELBASE...........197.5 in / 114.4 in
TURNING CIRCLE ..................................38.0 cu.ft
CARGO CAPACITY .................................15.0 cu.ft
WEIGHT ..................3598 lb (avail AWD 3840 lb)
FUEL CAPACITY ......15.8 gal (16.2 w avail AWD)
MPG ...........................21/31/25 (city/hwy/comb)

BASE PRICE PREMIUM FWD .........$41,065
(Note: base model starts at ....................$32,990)
INCLUDES: Driver-selectable electronic precision

shift, low-drag disc brakes w Duralife rotors, lead/
pull steering compensation, teen driver feature, per-
forated leather front seats w lumbar massage on
Premium, 8-in Intellilink touchscreen w Apple/ An -
droid/OnStar and wifi hot spot, keyless entry/ start,
remote start, rear camera, following distance and
forward collision alert on Premium.

DRIVER CONFIDENCE PACKAGE: Adaptive cruise
control (full speed range), auto parking assist, front
automatic brak ing, front pedestrian detection1690

SUN AND SHADE PACKAGE: Power sunroof w 2nd
row sky light, power rear sunshade .................1550

SIGHTS AND SOUND PACKAGE: Bose 11-speak er
Center point surround sound audio, navigation1145

WHITE FROST TRICOAT .......................................995
DESTINATION CHARGE:..................................925

TOTAL .................................................$47,370
The big Buick used to be thought of as an older person’s car, but
we’ve decided it may really just be that it took some people that
long to realize what a collection of attributes this car delivers at
such a reasonable price. We went from “Yeah, okay, thanks” to
“Hey, can we keep this?” during our week.



Amelia Island Concours d’Elegance
• MARCH 9-12, RITZ-CARLTON, AMELIA ISLAND FL

The annual Amelia Island Concours d’Elegance and
related auctions and events in March are the East
Coast equivalent of Pebble Beach and Mon terey in
August in the West. The full panoply of Concours
events this year started on Thursday with a silent
auction, Guardians of Porsche wine maker’s dinner.
// The pace picked up on Friday with the Porsche
Driving Experience auto cross, Reliable Carriers
Eight Flags Road Tour, manufacturer test drives,
automobilia and luxury goods booths, a
JacksonvilleZoo Jaguar tour, booking signings,
another silent auction, a seminar on Japa nese
Racing (The Men Behind the Victories), and RM
Sotheby’s auction preview and cocktail reception
(RM is the official auction house of Amelia). //
Saturday was already scheduled to be a very full
day, with Concours opening ceremonies, displays
at The Golf Club of Amelia Island (10th and 18th
fairways), with honoree Al Unser Sr making an
appearance on the show field, a vintage fashion
show, the Automobile Magazine All Stars Awards,
RM Sotheby’s auction event, Hager ty kids’ judging
awards, a 400-strong cars and coffee by Heacock
Classic Car Insurance, more shopping, more test
drives, a Jaguar Racing Drivers seminar and a
Mercedes-Benz gala dinner. // Wea ther was taking
a turn for the worse, so the rare decision was made
to move the “rain or shine” main event —the 22nd
Annual Amelia Island Concours d’Ele gance—from
Sunday to this very busy Saturday. The big winners
(shown above) were:
Best in Show, Concours de Sport
1939 Alfa Romeo 8C 2900B Lungo Spider
From the A Dano Davis Collection, Jacksonville FL
Best in Show, Concours d'Elegance
1935 Duesenberg SJ-582
Terence Adderley, Bloomfield Hills, MI

Amelia Island Auctions 2017
• MARCH 9, 10, 10-11, AMELIA ISLAND FL

BONHAMS: The 3rd Annual Bonhams Amelia Is -
land auction on Thursday (photo above right) had
$10.2 million in sales at an 87 percent sell-through
rate. Top seller was a competition-de signed 1955
Ferrari 250 Europa GT Alloy, one of just two with
Pinin Farina coachwork, sold for $2,227,500. Other
highlights included a magnificent Brass Era 1911
Pierce-Arrow Model 48 Touring at $550,000, and a
1961 Jaguar E-Type Series 1 Roadster at $326,700
in spirited bidding. A 1986 Lamborghini Countach
500 S Quattrovalvole sold for $335,500 to an Amer -
ican enthusiast, and a much talked-about 1954 Ar -
nolt-Bristol Prototype Roadster achieved $324,500.
Bonhams set new world records for marques and
models including the 1904 Knox Tudor, 1913 Lancia
Theta Runabout, 1987 BMW M6 Coupe, and 1953
Sunbeam Talbot Alpine Roadster. “What we saw
was increased interest and movement in the mid-
dle of the market, and we feel this is a healthy indi-
cator for our industry and for enthusiasts world-
wide,” said Rupert Banner, group motor ing director
and auctioneer. Bonhams already had five collector
car auctions in four countries in first quarter 2017.
GOODING & COMPANY: Gooding’s Friday auc-
tion at Amelia had $30,568,700 in sales, with a 78
percent sell-through rate, as 69 of 88 lots sold at an
average of $443,025. Nine cars topped $1 million,
led by an exotic 1998 Porsche 911 GT1 Stras sen -
ver sion at $5,665,000, a new world record for the
model and for Porsche 911, among 13 new rec ords
for Porsche, McLaren, Aston Mar tin and Mazda,
including a 2015 McLaren P1 ($2,392,500), a 1989
Mazda 767B that raced at the 1989 24 Hours of Le
Mans ($1,750,000), and a 1949 Aston Martin DB
Mk II formerly owned by company head David
Brown ($1,540,000). “We achieved strong results
for a number of exceptional cars, especially from

the Porsche marque,” states David Gooding, auc-
tion house president and founder. “In spite of the
13 world record prices set, we are definitely seeing
a market shift, which is healthy for the marketplace
as a whole.” All four Porsches in a marqueed
Private Porsche Collection hit world record
prices—the GT1 Strassenversion, as well as a
1993 Porsche 964 Turbo S Leichtbau at $1,540,000,
2011 997 GT3 RS 4.0 at $748,000 and 2011
Porsche 997 GT2 RS at $561,000. Next up for
Gooding & Company is Pebble Beach in August,
where they are the official auction house. 
RM SOTHEBY’S: Launching their auction year in
Ari zona, RM next moved to Paris, then Amelia Is -
land, where they are the official auction house. RM
generated $70.9 million at a two-day Amelia event
—the highest in Amelia auction history. Top sale
was a one-of-three Bugatti Type 57S Cabriolet at
$7,700,000, with 19 cars sold at a million-plus and
a number of new records. A 1929 Stutz Model M
Supercharged Coupe, one of only three existing
supercharged Stutzes , sold at $1,705,000 —a new
Stutz record—against an estimate of $1-1.2 mil-
lion. “A Gentleman’s Col lec tion: The Pride & Pas -
sion of Orin Smith” (of Star bucks CEO, Nike and
Disney) sold at no reserve on Friday, bringing $31
million total, including a 1936 Lancia Astura
Cabriolet Series III “Tipo Bocca” at $2,145,000, a
1956 Bentley S1 Continental Drop head Coupe at
$1,683,000, a 1933 Rolls-Royce Phantom II Special
Newmarket Permanent Sedan at $1,237,500 (also
above estimates) and a 1966 Aston Martin Short-
Chassis Volante at $1,705,000. Saturday continued
no reserve bidding and included another well-
known 10-car collection. The RM auction attracted
bidders from 25 countries, 21 percent RM first-time
clients. Next up for RM are Lake Como in Italy in
May, Motor City in July and Monterey in August.
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Auctions America: Ft Lauderdale FL
• MARCH 31-APRIL 2, FT LAUDERDALE FL
Auctions America started their 2017 calendar by
celebrating 15 years in South Florida at their Fort

Lauderdale sale in the Broward County Convention
Center. More than 400 vehicles crossed the block,
including the JLG Auto crib Porsche Collection,
along with nearly 200 lots of automobilia, with
sales totaling $17.3 million at a 76 percent sell-
through rate. Of note was President Trump’s 2007
Ferrari F430 F1 Coupe (shown), selling at
$270,000. Top sale was a 1963 Mer ce des-Benz
300 SL Roadster at $1,200,000. The rest of the top
ten included two Lamborghinis, a Ford GT, another
Ferrari in addition to Trump’s, two Porsches (356
and 911), a Boss 429 Mustang and a Shelby GT
350H Hertz Mustang. Next up for Auctions Amer -
ica are Au burn Spring, May 11-13 in Indiana and
Santa Mon ica, June 24-26. 

La Jolla Concours d’Elegance
• APRIL 6-8, LA JOLLA CA

Chic La Jolla was transformed into an automotive
enthusiasts’ paradise at the 13th Annual La Jolla
Concours—from a Rolls-Royce cocktail par ty with
over 400 revelers (and silver Rolls-Royce mascots
coming to life above the crowd on stilts) on Friday
evening; to Saturday’s BH Gold Tour d’Elegance
with over 200 enjoying a scenic motorcade to San
Diego’s most treasured collections, lunch on a pri-
vate beach with a vintage flyover, and a Bentley
VIP reception that evening; to the Concours itself
on Sunday, where over 10,000 attendees enjoyed
125 stunning automobiles in 17 classes, including
featured marque Packard. A Bentley champagne
and honey tasting garden was a popular break
spot. The Best of Show award was presented to
Ron and Sandy Hansen for their beautiful 1921
Duesenberg Dual Cowl Phaeton.

Barrett-Jackson: Palm Beach FL
• APRIL 6-8, SOUTH FLORIDA FAIRGROUNDS
Top sales at the 15th Annual Barrett-Jackson Palm
Beach Auction were a 2006 Ford GTX1 at $401,500

and a 1961 Volkswagen 23-Window Deluxe Micro -
bus at $291,500—two of 12 sales that set records.
Several vehicles had bidding wars—NFL wide re -
cei ver Reggie Wayne’s 1967 Ford Mustang GT cus-
tom fast back at $206,800 and a 1962 Cadillac
“Cada lina” custom convertible at $154,000. A 1971
Custom Chevy K5 Blazer and Dale’s Earn hardt’s #3
Goodwrench race car each brought in $220,000—
both records. A 2009 Ford F-150 King Ranch Super
Crew pickup owned (and signed) by George W
Bush brought $90,000 for charity. Some 100
restored gas pumps ruled automobilia sales, with a
custom 1926 Boyle-Dayton visible gas pump at
$46,000. Next for Bar rett-Jackson are Northeast
(June) and Las Vegas (October).

Russo & Steele / Steve McQueen
• COMING UP: MAY 20/21, ANZA-BORREGO CA

Russo and Steele sponsors the Steve McQueen
Ral ly from Dana Point to Anza-Borrego and Palm
Desert in Southern California, May 20-21, benefit-
ting Boys Republic. The event is limited to 48 cars,
with a $1000 cost of entry (2 people). For complete
information, visit www.stevemcqueenrally.com.
• COMING UP: JUNE 2-4, NEWPORT BEACH CA
Russo and Steele is throwing the ultimate collec-
tor car beach party—the second event of their 17th
season, the 5th Annual Newport Beach Auction —
at the New port Dunes Waterfront Resort, June 2-4,
using their “Auction in the Round” layout for over
400 European sports and American muscle cars,
hot rods, customs and late model exotics over
three days. Bidder registration is just $200 and in -
cludes admission for all 3 days for the bidder and
one lucky guest.

Overland Expo 2017 West
• COMING UP: MAY 12-14, FLAGSTAFF AZ
The Overland Expo, held in the West in May and
the East in fall, can help you choose the right vehi-

cle, pack it with the proper equipment and provi-
sions, comfortably handle challenging driving con-
ditions, even winch yourself out of a hole, with
hundreds of session-hours of classes and hand-on
demonstrations. Instructors range from ex-Camel
Trophy team members to trans-Africa veterans to
professional expedition leaders. The 9th Annual
Overland Expo West show has a new venue, in the
cool Ponderosa pine forests near Flagstaff, Ari -
zona, with plenty of camping, food vendors, and
miles of onsite and nearby trails for walking and
riding. Hotels, restaurants and shopping are just
moments away in downtown Flagstaff, and the
airport is just across the road. For details, visit
www.overlandexpo.com/west.

Monterey and Pebble Beach
• COMING UP: AUGUST 16-20, MONTEREY CA

ROLEX MONTEREY MOTORSPORTS REUNION
Thursday-Sunday, August 17-20

MECUM AUCTIONS
Wednesday-Saturday, August 16-19
RUSSO & STEELE
Thursday-Saturday, August 17-19
RM SOTHEBY’S
Friday/Saturday, August 18/19
GOODING & COMPANY
Saturday/Sunday, August 19/20

CONCORSO ITALIANO
Saturday, August 19
CONCOURS D’LEMONS
Saturday, August 19
PEBBLE BEACH CONCOURS D’ELEGANCE:
Sunday, August 20 ■
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laps, 150 laps, then ending at 312 laps (or over-
time). From pole position, #22 Joey Logano led at
the start, then Blaney and Earnhardt Jr battled
him till #42 Kyle Larson passed them both. Stage
1 ended with a three-way battle among Logano,
Larson and #2 Brad Keselowski, with Logano pre-
vailing. With more bumps and blown tires along
the way, #24 Chase Elliott led by 2.824 seconds
at the end of Stage 2. A cut tire sent #20 Matt
Kenseth to the infield care center during lap 193.
Pit stops were more frequent as the lap count got
well into the 200s, with Blaney penalized for
speeding on pit lane. No. 18 Kyle Busch pulled
ahead on lap 262 and stayed there for a few doz -
en laps. On lap 307, Logano blew a right front tire
due to brake heat and hit the outside wall in Turn
2. By lap 311, it was #31 Ryan Newman in the
lead for two turns, with #78 Truex closing in at
second place in Turns 3 and 4. Newman held on
for the win, his second in the Series at Phoenix.
Newman’s win was attributed to strat egy on the
final pit stop: aiming for the win , he elected not
to pit at all, leading the final six laps to grab the
win, ending a 127-race losing streak.

FALL NASCAR: NOVEMBER 10-12, 2017
Fall Race Weekend will include the Lucas Oil 150
NAS CAR Camping World Truck Series, Ticket Gal -
axy 200 NASCAR XFIN ITY Series and Can-Am 500
Chase for the NASCAR Sprint Cup Semi-Final Race.
For tickets, visit PhoenixRaceway.com. ■
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S pring Break Weekend launched Phoenix Race -
way’s 54th sea son, with the first of two Mon -

ster Energy NASCAR Cup Series races to be held
here in 2017. Race weekend included practice and
qualifying on Friday and Saturday, the NASCAR
XFINITY Series DC Solar 200 (200 laps, 200 miles)
on Saturday af ternoon and the Camping World 500
(312 laps, 312 miles, 500 km) on Sunday afternoon.
Each was the fourth of the season for its series.

FRIDAY MARCH 17
PRACTICE FOR THE 200: No. 20 Erik Jones posted the
fast est NASCAR XFINITY Series DC Solar 200 prac -
tice lap in the morning, at 131.521 mph shortly be -
fore end of practice, edging out #22 Ryan Blaney
(131.353 mph). In the afternoon, Jones was fastest
at 27.827 seconds (130.690 mph), followed by
Blaney, #9 William Byron, #19 Matt Tifft and #18
Daniel Suarez (28.342 seconds, 130.600 mph). 
PRACTICE FOR THE 500: In practice sessions for the
Mon ster Ener gy NASCAR Cup Series Camping
World 500, #41 Kurt Busch had a first lap speed of
132.523 mph, soon eclipsed by #24 Chase Elliott at
133.447 mph. No. 77 Erik Jones, fastest in practice
for the DC Solar 200, had a speed of 135.003 mph.

Hot off a Vegas win, #78 Martin Truex Jr, stayed
hot at 135.130 mph. No. 88 Dale Earnhardt Jr.,
whose return to the track was a Phoenix test ses-
sion in February, had a lap speed of 135.496 mph.
With just over 10 minutes left in the first session,
#22 Joey Logano, who won the Can-Am 500 last
November, posted a 136.441 mph lap speed, but
was quickly bested by Elliott, at 137.101 mph. No.
42 Kyle Larson, runner-up in three of his prior four
races, was second-fastest at 136.472 mph. 
QUALIFYING FOR THE 500: Qualifying was in three
stages, with Round 1 determining 24 cars advanc-
ing to Round 2, which determined 12 cars advanc-
ing to the final round. A minute into the final round,
Earnhardt had a lap of 26.319 second (136.783
mph), then battled #20 Matt Kenseth, #1 Jamie
McMurray and #21 Ryan Blaney, who kept trading
top spots. But Logano had the final say, with a lap
time of 26.216 seconds (137.321 mph), giving him
Gatorade Pole position for Sunday’s race.

SATURDAY MARCH 18
PRACTICE FOR THE 500: In the first practice sessions for
the 500, top three were #24 Chase Elliott (26.475
seconds, 135.977 mph), #22 Joey Logano and #42

Kyle Larson. In the second session, #20 Matt Ken -
seth moved to the top (26.762 seconds, 134.519
mph, followed by Logano. The red flag came out
for #19 Daniel Suarez, who spun out of Turn 4.
QUALIFYING FOR THE 200: Round 1 determined 24 cars
for Round 2, which determined 12 cars for the final
round, in which #9 William Byron earned pole posi-
tion for the DC Solar 200, his second career pole in
just four starts at Phoenix.
NAS CAR XFINITY SERIES DC SOLAR 200: Five cars dropped
to the rear for the start of the DC Solar 200: two
due to crew chiefs missing the pre-race meeting,
two for unapproved tire changes, one for an unap-
proved adjustment. The race is run in three Stages:
60 laps, 120 laps, then ending at 200 laps total (or
overtime). Blown tires, bumps and side-to-side
con tact brought out a few flags. No. 7 Justin All -
gaier won the DC Solar 200 by an unofficial margin
of 0.741 of a second over #22 Ryan Blaney —end-
ing an 80-race winless stretch for Allgaier in the
Series and giving him his fourth career NASCAR
XFINITY Series win. It was also his first career win
in 19 career starts at Phoenix Raceway since 2008.

SUNDAY MARCH 19
MONSTER ENERGY NASCAR CUP SERIES CAMPING WORLD 500:

Pre-race ceremonies for the big event began at
11:30am on Sunday, with the green flag dropping
at 12:44pm. The race is run in three Stages: 75
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materials, a durable bedliner floor finish instead
of carpet and an old-school car phone.

Jeep Luminator showcases off-road lighting,
with a full arsenal for visibility on the trail, jointly
developed with Magneti Marelli. This concept
has magnetic underbody rock lights, powerful 7-
inch LED projector bi-function head lamps, LED tail
lamps, high-powered A-pillar LED spotlights, aux-
iliary LED bumper lights with cornering foglamps,
low-profile overhead LED auxiliary spotlights inte-
grated behind the windshield, and more.

Jeep CJ66: This narrow-body concept debuted
at SEMA. Take a Wrangler TJ frame, a 1966 CJ
Tux edo Park body and various JK elements, power
it with a Mopar 345 Crate HEMI Kit-enabled 383-
hp 5.7L V8 and hook that to a six-speed man ual.
The Copper Canyon body’s 2-inch lift rides on 35-
inch A/T tires on Jeep Performance Parts 17-inch
beadlock wheels, with a concept two-way air sys-

tem to quickly air up or air down the tires. 
Jeep Quicksand: Loud, fast and fun, this hot

rod has a Mopar 392 Crate HEMI with eight-stack
injection, six-speed Getrag manual, cutout hood
and gasser-style downturned open headers.
Wrangler-based, Quicksand has a longer wheel-
base, trimmed body front and rear, and a chopped
hard top and windshield. An open top and open
windows allow for full enjoyment of Quicksand’s
sound and wind-in-your-face freedom.

Jeep Trailpass: Based on the all-new Jeep
Compass Trailhawk, this concept takes extreme
off-roading farther, with 1.5-inch lift and A/T tires
on 18-inch wheels with pocket accent. Jeep Per -
for mance Parts include a roof basket, cross rails
and rock rails. Gloss black side mirror caps, a cus-
tom hood graphic, side stripes, tinted headlamps
and tail lamps, and that Mopar/Thule roof basket
with roof bag and traction mats top it all off. ■
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J
eep is known for pushing the envelope every
day, and they go out of their way to explore

new boundaries during Moab Easter Jeep Safari
in southeast Utah’s red rocks each spring. They
brought seven enticing concepts this year. These
are just for show—for now—but Jeep is a com-
pany of, by and for enthusiasts, so we can hope to
see some aspects of these make it to production.

Jeep Safari: This family-focused concept brings
the out doors in with “windoors” and a translucent
roof. Tech touches include LED lamps and an alu-
minum cargo rack with built-in drone. Rear bucket
seats face outboard for a great view. Jeep Per -
formance Parts include Dana 44 axles with selec -
table differential lockers and 2-inch lift. Body
length is shortened from its Wrangler basis. 

Jeep Switchback: This concept has Mopar
and Jeep Performance Parts for the ultimate in
off-road performance, including Dana 44 axles, a
4-inch lift with Remote Reservoir Fox shocks,
heavy-duty cast differential covers, 10th An ni ver -
sary steel front and rear bumpers, Rubicon winch,
grille, winch guard, cold air intake, axle-back
exhaust, 17-inch wheels with 37-inch M/T tires,
half doors, and a hard top and roof rack system.

Jeep Grand One celebrates the 25th an ni ver -
sary of the Grand Cherokee, a modernized 5.2L V8
four-speed automatic spin on a classic 1993 ZJ,
with custom 18-inch wheels, high-clearance fend-
er flares, extended wheel base, a wood grain body
treatment, 33-inch M/T tires, selectable locking
differentials and a 2-inch lift. The interior has ’90s
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(Left to right across back) Jeep Safari, Jeep Switchback, 
Jeep Grand One, Jeep Luminator, Jeep CJ66, Jeep Quicksand. 
(Front and center) Jeep Trailpass.

Jeep Safari

Jeep Switchback

Jeep Grand One

Jeep Luminator

Jeep CJ66

Jeep Quicksand

Jeep Trailpass
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▼ Compass Expeditions of Australia is
adding a new riding destination: Mon gol ia.
With has one of the last surviving no mad -
ic societies left on earth, with over 50 per-
cent of the population is still totally depen -
dent on remote summer pastures. Mon go -
lia offers perhaps the last total riding free-
dom on earth and a great disconnect from
our manic world. Compass Ex pe   di tions is
offering a 14-day all-inclusive ride through
its stunning landscape of towering moun -
tains, crystal clear lakes, and vast open
grass  lands dotted with ger camps and

Budd hist monasteries in 2018. For details,
con tact craig@compassexpeditions.com.

▼ In 1938, Sturgis Indian deal er JC “Pap -
py” Hoel and his Jackpine Gypsies Mo tor -
cy cle Club hosted a Gypsy Tour through
South Da ko ta’s Black Hills. That first Black
Hills Motor Classic brought out 200 riders.

Pappy and his wife, Pearl, pro vided camp-
ing behind their shop on Junction Avenue,
serving weenies, sloppy Joes, potato salad
and watermelon, says Tigra Tsuji kawa of
the Stur gis Motorcycle Mu se um & Hall Of
Fame. Hoel also promoted a flat track race
at the Sturgis Fair grounds that year, and
for him, the Sturgis Rally’s focus was al -
ways racing. “From John ny Spiegelhoff’s
win on an Indian back in 1938, until to day,
flat track is an integral part of Stur gis his -
 tory,” Tsuji kawa says. History comes full cir -
cle in the Pappy Hoel Speed Classic, at

the same histor ic dirt track where it all be -
gan. The AMA-sanctioned event with top
professional, amateur and vintage classes,
August 3-5, kicks off a full week of racing.

▼ The 77th Sturgis Rally culminates with
the Hall Of Fame Induction Ceremony on
Au gust 9, where Harley-Davidson’s chief

styling officer emeritus and brand ambas-
sador William G David son—“Willie G”
to millions of bikers around the globe—
will be honored with the Lifetime Achieve -
ment Award, for his artistic vision and a
pas   sion for riding that shaped the look,
sound and feel defining Harley-Davidson
for over 50 years and transformed the en -
tire motorcycle world.

▼ Smart Vehicle Diag nostics LLC and
Diagnostica LLC have the world's first
personal diagnostic tool for Harley-David -

son motorcycles, a tiny wireless OBD
adapter that works with a free smart-
phone app to diagnose your bike.
Featuring a patent-pending design, Motor -
scan adapters are the first OBD devices
you can leave in a motorcycle to monitor
its condition on demand. For details, visit
www.motorscantools.com. ■

Compass Expeditions
accommodations
White Lake, Mongolia

Willie G
Davidson

Diagnostica
Motorscan

Sturgis Fairgrounds, 1938



museums. High lights of your drive route
include the First Trans con ti nental Rail -
road, narrow gauge railroads and rem-
nants of the Great Railroad Race of the
1860s. Las Vegas is the perfect gateway

for the journey: it was here in 1905 that
the San Pedro, Los Angeles and Salt Lake
railroads arrived, connecting the city with
the Pacific and the country’s main rail net-
works. Driving north on US 95, following
the route of the Las Vegas and Tonopah
Railroad, brings you to Rhyo lite’s historic
train depot and ghost town remnants,
with insights into the booming potential
the region once held. Next are Goldfield
and Tonopah, founded when railroad
companies competed to gain the most
direct and exclusive access to local gold
and silver mines (they were once serviced
by five different railroads). Once the
largest city in Nevada, Goldfield is now a
glorified ghost town. The 100-acre
Tonopah Historic Mining Park encompass-
es portions of four original mining compa-
nies and includes an underground tunnel.
You can spend the night at the Mizpah
Hotel in Tono pah, built at the height of the

boom and now restored to its glory.
Carson City, about three hours north, the
Nevada State Railroad Museum and also a
good locale for dinner and lodging. In
Carson City, pick up your official Nevada

Highway 50 Sur vi val Guide, as you will now
be headed east on US 50, “The Loneliest
Road in Amer ica,” trail-blazed by the orig-
inal Pony Express. Get a Survival Guide
stamp in each town, and the Governor of
Nevada will issue you a Survivor’s Cer tif -
icate. The route takes you to Austin,
Nevada, where the owner of the Nevada
Central Railroad built a home to watch
over his railroad and mining interests.
Today, this is Stokes Castle, part of the
best-preserved early Nevada mining town.
Next on US 50 is Eureka, once home to
125 saloons, 25 gambling houses, five fire
companies and the Eureka and Palisades
Railroad (E&P), and now known for its
beautifully restored Opera House. The nar-
row gauge E&P connected silver mines
around Eureka with the Transcontinental
Railroad at Pali sades. Today one of its
locomotives, the “Eureka”—built in 1874,
owned and operated periodically at the
Ne vada State Railroad Museum in Boulder
City—still survives. Next is Ely, the apex of
Nevada’s railway history. Ely is home to
the Nevada Northern Railway, a National
Historic Landmark and the last and best-
preserved standard-gauge short line rail-
road left in America. This expansive living
museum offers stargazing train rides, train
robbery reenactments, weeklong adult
summer camps and the ultimate rail fan
adventure: you can actually be the engi-
neer of a steam locomotive. From Ely,
head south on US 93 to the historic min-
ing town of Pioche, a quiet community
with a preserved narrow gauge steam

locomotive in the community park and
featuring a gravity-powered tramway that
once moved ore from the mines to the
mills. Continuing south, you’ll reach
Caliente, with its original depot, where

Union Pacific trains still roll through town
on their way to Las Vegas and Los Angeles.
As an option (be sure to ask about road
conditions), you can leave US 93 and
explore Rainbow Canyon, paralleling the
Union Pacific tracks through the Canyon.
In Elgin, explore the one-room school-
house, then head west and pick up US 93
again. Your last stop on the loop, just half
an hour outside Las Vegas, is Boulder City,
home to the Nevada State Railroad Muse -
um and Nevada Southern Railway—the

original track used to bring supplies to the
Hoover Dam. Today, guests can ride the
train and learn more about the city
responsible for building the dam. For
more information, visit the Nevada Nor -
thern Railway at www.NNRY.com and on
Facebook, or call 775-289-2085, .

▼ American Airlines started non-stop air
service from Phoenix Sky Harbor Inter na -
tional Airport to Laughlin Bull head City
International Airport in February, the first
airline to fly a regular schedule to Laughlin
Bullhead City in nearly 20 years. ■

▼ Capitol Reef Resort in Utah has
been hosting travelers from around the
globe for decades at the gateway to
Capitol Reef National Park. And as good
hosts do, they get better and more cre-
ative each year. Phenomenal views, a pool
and gorgeous hotel rooms just weren’t
enough. So now they’ve gone and made a
legit glamping compound that rivals any
hotel. The glamping sites fill up quickly,
and here are some reasons. You can stay
in a tipi—complete with flat screen TV
and a cushy and luxurious mattress. The
desert gets hot during the day, really hot.
So hike in the early morning and save the
pool for the afternoon heat. If you’re
glamping in a tipi, there’s a pool right out-
side your tipi flap. And if you cool off a bit
too much or you find the Utah desert
nights a bit chilly, there’s a hot tub. For a
side trip, ancient Fremont people’s petro-
glyphs are just down the road. 2,000 years
ago the Fremont and ancestral Puebloan
people—mostly hunter-gatherers who
lived off piñon nuts, rice grass, berries,
nuts, bulbs, tubers, deer, bighorn sheep,
rabbits, birds, fish and rodents—began to
farm a bit in the area and lived in pithous-
es, and their ancient art can be found
throughout the National Park. The charm-
ing town of torrey is also just minutes
away, with farmers’ markets, art galleries,
guides and outfitters, trading posts and
the Chuck Wagon. Main Street is lined
with grand ol’ cottonwood trees, and has
seen the likes of John Wesley Powell,
Butch Cassidy, Maynard Dixon and

Wallace Stegner. The locals are an eclectic
mix of pioneer stalk and red-rock-country-
lover newcomers. Horse corrals are also
just outside your tipi flap. At dawn, your
tent will warm up slightly and brighten
things up so you can rise with nature.
Early to rise, but you’ll beat any crowds on
the trails. You’ll be one step ahead of

everyone all day long. First on the trails,
first at the restaurants, first at the lookout
points, first ready for bed. For informa-
tion, visit res.windsurfercrs.com.

▼ A Sedona Cinco de Mayo celebration
at Tlaque paque on Sat ur day May 6, from
11am-5pm, features mari   a chis, Folklorico
dancers, traditional Mex i can food, free trol -
ley from municipal park ing, and free ad mis -
sion. The Great Sedona Chili Cook-Off is al -
so at Tlaquepaque that day, from 11am-

4pm; proceeds go to local and internation-
al Rotary Club of Sedona projects, includ-
ing the Imagination Library. On May 12,
the Sedona Arts Center presents the 3rd
An  nual 12×12 Exhibition and Fundraiser,
where more than 100 artists have made
an orig  inal work in a 12-by-12-inch space
(or 12x12x12 for 3D work), each priced at
$250. This free event starts at 5:30pm.
The Illuminate Film Festival, from May 31
through June 4, aims to expand human
consciousness through cinema. Com mu -
nity Camp Out at Sunset Park, presented
by Sedona Parks and Recreation from
4pm Friday June 2 through 10am  Satur -
day June 3, has the enjoyment of the out-
doors without the challenges of camping
in the wild—with food provided, activities
organized, restrooms nearby, all while sur-
rounded by the red rocks of Sedona, with
tents available. 4th of July in Sedona fea-
tures evening fireworks, but you can
spend the day (noon to 4pm) at Wet Fest,
with lunch, music, a pool and water slide
fun to beat the heat, and free admission
(not free lunch). The pool is located at 570
Posse Ground Road, behind West Sedona
School. The free official Experience Sedona
Visi tors Guide—the official publication of
the Sedona Chamber of Commerce &

Tour ism Bureau —is a full color maga-
zine-style planning guide for your

Sedona visit. The guide offers
information on accommoda-

tions, tours, activities, restau-
rants and shopping. Color photos,

maps and directories make this a mag-
azine you’ll want to keep as a souvenir of
your Sedona trip. The Guide is free online
or available in printed form to US resi-
dents, with delivery in 4-6 weeks. Call
800-288-7336 (Mon-Fri) or see visitse-
dona.com/visitors-guide.

▼ This is about trains, but it’s a drive trip.
Road trippers looking for the authentic
Old West can head out from Las Vegas, on
a convenient loop featuring Nevada’s
rail way history. Neva da’s railroads were
a keystone in the settling of the West, and
the Silver State is still home to original
depots, whistle-stops, historical sites and

Nevada
Northern
Railway

Laughlin/Bullhead City
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▼ A small corner of Québec has quietly
become the electric car capital of Canada.
Québec accounted for nearly half of Cana -
da's EV sales in 2016, and the Lanaudiere
region north of Montréal has the highest
per capita EV ownership in the province.
Elec tri city is relatively cheap there due to
abundant hydropower, and residents pride
themselves on their environmental sensi-
bility. Québec’s government offers EV re -
bates and has legislation requiring auto -
makers to sell minimum numbers of 2018
model electric, plug-in hybrid and hydro-
gen fuel cell cars in the province. Bour geois
Chevrolet in the small town of Raw don
(where three generations of the family
have been selling cars since 1959), sells
more electric cars than any other deal er -
ship in Canada, with customers coming
from as far away as New Brunswick and
British Columbia. “I don't know why the
other dealerships are not embracing the
movement and the turn in technologies,
but I'm not complaining,” says co-owner
Hugo Jeanson. Against this tableau, Hydro-
Québec will sponsor the all-electric ePRIX
on a mile-and-a-half circuit in downtown
Montréal, July 29 and 30, and will supply
clean hydropower-sourced power to the
EV racecars, built by some of the world's
biggest manufacturers. This is the first
time FIA Formula E has been held in
Mon tréal, and these are the last two
events of the 2016-2017 season, with the
main Formula E teams and the best driv-
ers. Close to 15 million spectators tune in
globally to watch FIA Formula E races.

▼ Turning wastewater into fuel may
solve two environmental challenges: re us -
ing increasingly scarce water and finding
clean and sustainable alternative energies.
A new biomethane fuel created by Aqualia
and Volkswagen’s Spanish SEAT brand re -
duces CO2 emissions by 80 percent com-
pared to gasoline vehicles. A decanting
pro cess separates sludge from water. This

is fermented, converted to gas, purified,
enriched, then ready to use as fuel. The
wastewater of 50,000 people treated in a
midsized plant can create enough biofuel
for one car to drive some three million
miles. More tangibly, that’s about 2.6 mil-
lion gallons of water generating about
1,300 cubic yards of biometh ane, enough
for more than 150 vehicles to drive 60
miles per day. This biofuel can be used in
compressed natural gas (CNG) vehicles.

▼ The 2018 Regal Sportback breaks
out of traditional segments with a sporty,
coupe-like design and the versatility of
easy five-door cargo access. With split-fold -
ing second row seats in place, Regal
Sportback has 31.5 cubic feet of cargo
space, more than twice as much as the
2017 Regal. “The new Regal Sportback
was developed with today’s ac tive, inde-

pendent, premium car custo mer in mind,”
said Duncan Aldred, VP global Buick and
GMC. “They have an SUV in the garage
and are looking to complement it with a
sport sedan, but have an appreciation for
the usefulness of a versatile cargo space
when an occasional need arises.” Its driv-
er-centric cabin has a center stack skewed
toward the driver for a cockpit feel. The
interior has clean lines, uncluttered sur-
faces and premium seating materials.
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▼ Construction of a 306,000-square-foot
ICON A5 manufacturing facility in Baja
Cal i for  nia was to be completed in April,
leading to delivery of the foldable/towable

amphi bious aircraft to cus tomers starting
this fall. The Baja plant houses tools and
equipment to build the aircraft, including
cutters for carbon fiber plies and foam
core, laser positioning devices for layup,
ovens for curing composites, and bonding
tools. A temporary facility has been oper-
ational for months, and the first conform-
ing production-ready article has been
completed. The first complete ship set pro-
duced at the Baja facility is expected to be
shipped to ICON’s Vaca ville, Cali fornia
production line in June. That A5, air craft
serial number (ASN) 22, will be completed
and delivered to its customer in Sep -
tember. The Vaca ville production line has
continued to produce aircraft at a low rate,
with ASN-18 and ASN-19 completed this
spring; after production ramps up in
September, about thirty aircraft are to be
produced by the end of the year.

▼ At its ninth anniversary, America On
Wheels museum in Allentown, PA has a
new exhibit, Pony Cars: Then and Now, run-
ning through October 2017. When Ford
introduced the new Mustang on April 17,
1964, seventeen year-old Ron Hermann
was at Barr Ford in Philadelphia to see a
brand new light blue 1964½ Mustang V8
convertible rotating on a platform. He put
$100 down that day, though he had to
wait al most a month to take delivery, as it
was being shown at other regional dealer-
ships. Ron would show up where his car
was on display and politely ask curious
throngs to keep their hands off his car.

One gentleman offered him a quick prof-
it, but young Ron resisted. Hermann has
been a faithful steward of his Mustang for
fifty-three years. Driven for a few years, it
was then garaged; this is the first time his

unrestored launch-day convertible will be
seen by the public in five decades. With
only 17,084 miles, it still has its original
paint, interior, top and Firestone tires.
Her mann’s Mustang will be flanked by
another unrestored touchstone in Mustang
history—the 1963 Mustang II concept car,
on loan from the Detroit Historical Mu se -
um. The dawn of Mustang history has a
special link to Allentown: young and brash

Lee Iacocca, the man behind the Mustang,
was an Allentown native. 

▼ Bollinger Motors revealed the chas-
sis structure of its all-electric on-/off-road
sport utility truck. All-alumi num with high-
strength, low-alloy (HSLA) steel roll over
structure, it’s optimized for off-road, with
105-inch wheelbase, 68-inch track, and
approach/break over/departure angles of
56/33/53 degrees. The chassis weighs just

295 pounds, with full structural and tor-
sional rigidity. The battery pack sits be -
tween chassis rails below occupants, with
high voltage electronics below floor level,
for a very low center of gravity. Ground

clearance is 15.5 inches, adjus table within
10 inches of wheel travel. Self-leveling, 4-
wheel inde pendent, hydro-pneumatic sus-
pension with disconnectable anti-roll bars
gives full articulation—the entire system
can be raised to clear any number of off-
road obstructions. Mud-Terrain tires with
high offset aluminum wheels pro vide go-
anywhere traction and performance. Re -
gen erative braking includes 11.75-inch

vented inboard discs and four-piston cal -
ipers. “This chassis will be the foundation
for our advanced all-wheel-drive system
and our all-electric powertrain, which will
combine to produce best in class horse-
power, torque and ground clearance,” said
Robert Bollinger, the company’s founder
and CEO. The first-of-its-kind vehicle is
expected to make its global debut at a
media event this summer in the manufac-
turer’s home state of New York. ■
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Mudfest: Outdoor Activity Vehicle of the Year

Ford F-150 Raptor

180 Degrees Automotive: “Bogi’s Garage” IndyCar at Phoenix Raceway

Genesis G90Mazda MX-5 Miata

Road trip: San Vegas and Las Diego weekend

Mercedes-Benz E400 Coupe
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