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IMOODEL VEAR 2013 FOR FORD
WILL BRING MORE 40-PLUS MPG UEHICLES

AND A SURPRISINGLY POTENT 1-LITER 3- GULIHUEH EHGIHE BY JOE SAGE

e flew to Dearborn, Michigan this summer to

learn what's new at Ford—not just their com-

plete 2013 model year lineup in general, but
their recent successes, their technological thrust of the
past few years, and their mission to continue massively
improving fuel economy over the next few years,
demonstrated by a tremendous variety of new product
hitting the marketplace right now.

We first met with Mark Fields, Ford Executive Vice
President and President of the Americas. He emphasized
what is on many consumers’ minds—fuel economy—
and he was reporting from an enviable position. Ford will
have eight vehicles achieving 40 MPG or better by year's
end, which is twice as many as last year, and they state
is unmatched by any other manufacturer.

Most of Fields' comparative analysis was over a five-
year run, and notable improvements fall across the prod-
uct lineup. The new Ford Fusion brings MPG from 33 five
years ago to an anticipated 40 or 40-plus in the 2013
model (which was at our event, but not yet ready for
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driving—stay tuned). The Taurus with its 4-cylinder
EcoBoost engine (see our launch drive in the MayJune
2012 issue) boasts 32 MPG, compared to the same-slot
Ford Five Hundred at 26 in 2007. The Mustang, without
taking its eye off fun and performance, has moved up 24
percent, from 25 to 31 MPG. The all-new Escape, with
two different EcoBoosts, is up as much as 32 percent, to
32 MPG. The Explorer over five years has increased fuel
mileage from 20 to 28 (with a V6), a 40 percent gain.
And America’s best-selling vehicle, the Ford F-150, has
moved from 19 to 23 MPG, a 21 percent gain.

Credit Ford's EcoBoost engines with most of these
gains—a family of designs that combine direct injection
with turbocharging (and a generous dose of other break-
throughs) to bring horsepower and torque roughly to par
with engines a category higher—a V6 that feels like a
V8, or a 4-cylinder that feels like a V6—while running
on noticeably less fuel (mileage on average is 20 per-
cent higher) and with lower emissions.

Knowing full well that awareness and acceptance of
electric vehicles is still moving a little bit more slowly
than technical breakthroughs—with conventional liquid
fuel powertrains still the “main customer preference”—
Ford is proud to have seven vehicles for model year 2013
that will boast the smallest displacement engines in
their respective segments. Ford has its share of hybrids
and electrics, but the energy and ingenuity they've
applied to EcoBoost has paid off handsomely. Ford
expects to be producing some 1.5 million EcoBoost
engines annually by next year, which is about
200,000 more than expected.

It's all a far cry from classic horsepower wars.
But it's not just what the law increasingly requires;

it's what the customer increasingly wants. Though thirty-
five percent of shoppers are driving fewer miles now
than they did the year before, improved fuel economy has
given them a new reason to buy. Ford has made the math
easy for their buyers, calculating a “value equation” that
combines purchase and operating costs. For example,
they figure you can save $1650 over a normal life cycle
with a Focus over a Camry, or $2245 with a new Escape
over a RAV4. Your mileage may vary.

Through clever technologies—EcoBoost engines,
hybrid and electric powertrains, new fuel-saving 6-speed
transmissions in every car and SUV and pickup, weight
shaving including 75 percent implementation of electric

power assist steering (EPAS), and drag coefficients
increased by 10 to 12 percent or better—Ford is tackling
the challenge of meeting that fuel economy need, while
still delivering a satisfying and even exciting ride.

And that's exactly what we have traveled to Michi-
gan, to the Dearborn Development Center—Ford's home
turf test track—to confirm.
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As many consumers tune in to the presence of electric
vehicles in the marketplace and sharing their roads, Ford
has been consistently developing the category and is
now introducing the Focus Electric, to be followed by a
Transit Connect Electric delivery van, and “Energi” plug-
in hybrid versions of their upcoming Fusion and C-MAX
(both available also as gasoline-electric hybrids). They
will offer six electric or plug-in hybrid models by the end
of 2012, with capacity expected to triple in 2013.

\We first drove the new Ford Focus at launch in Southern
California (see our MarchApril 2011 issue). We had just
driven the Focus Electric briefly in Phoenix, shortly before
heading to Dearborn (see prior article in this issue). And
we gave you detailed information on the Electric’s hot
weather cooling technologies last year (see our July-
August 2011 issue). Track time in Dearborn was our next
chance to drive them all again. And Ford already had
something new for us to check out.

Not released yet, but due next year, is an initially
startling prospect we are now immediately used to: a
1.0-liter 3-cylinder EcoBoost engine, which the engi-
neers have already fitted to the Focus. Bearing memo-
ries of the gutless 3-cylinder, 66-hp Subaru Justy of the
1980s, we slipped behind the wheel and fired it up. This
was not on the streets of Dearborn, mind you, but on
Ford's best test track, with dips and turns, hairpins and
straightaways—and this little Focus lit it up. With a
manual transmission, we chirped the tires on our shifts,
and we noted that others did the same. We were high-
ly impressed and can't wait for more time behind the
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wheel. The one-liter Focus is also equipped with Auto
Start/Stop fuel-saving technology.

This 1.0L 3-cylinder EcoBoost has already been in
use in Europe, where it won “2012 International Engine
of the Year” honors as the smallest, quietest conven-
tional engine ever built. Its design reduces fuel con-
sumption, emissions and vehicle weight, in a triple win.

A repeat drive of the Focus Electric, this time on the
track rather than in downtown Phoenix, confirmed its
smooth drivetrain, satisfying power and the impressive
full-band torque a full electric drivetrain provides.

Ford had two F-150 model updates for us: a new Limited
series, and the latest Raptor. The Raptor breaks from the
day’s theme, in that it has a powerful, segment-topping
6.2-liter V8 with 411 horses and an 11/16 MPG city/
highway fuel mileage rating. But we love it. The 2013
model brings new 17-inch wheels, HID headlamps, and
SYNC technology or a MyFord Touch upgrade.

Joining F-150 special edition King Ranch and Plati-
num models is a new Limited, starting at $52,455, which
raises the bar further on comfort, convenience and con-
nectivity. Features include MyFord Touch, navigation
with SiriusXM Travel Link, rain-sensing wipers and HID
headlamps, special graphics, 22-inch polished alumi-
num wheels, red and black leather, and aluminum and
piano black interior finishes.

But most pertinent to this day was the well-estab-
lished news that Ford's F-150 sales have moved to over
50 percent EcoBoost V6 engines—a success they had
not fully anticipated. Our mission was to compare these
with the competition. Is the move to the V6 a fuel-econ-

e
: B!
na 1 B

omy-seeking compromise? Or a win-win? To find out,
we drag-raced the Fords against their main competitors,
with thousands of pounds loaded into the beds. As the
Christmas tree lights turned green, the F-150's punch
was immediate. You know they wouldn't have set this
up if they didn't think they'd prevail, and they did.
Overall, the V6 EcoBoost option is a proven win-win.

The Ford Taurus has consistently won awards as the
“best large family sedan” and sometimes even as the
sportiest (partly attributable to the SHO version). We
drove the new Taurus lineup last spring in Oregon (see
our MayJune 2012 issue), including with the 2.0-liter
EcoBoost four-cylinder engine, which we drove again in
Dearborn. For this one, we left the proving grounds and
roamed sweeping boulevards through River Rouge Park
in the metro Detroit suburbs around Dearborn.

Ford is not alone in planting an efficient four-cylinder
turbo in their big family sedan: we've driven the same
combo over the past year in the Audi A6, BMW 5 Series
and others. It takes no time at all to realize that a great
2-liter four-cylinder is more than up to the task of mov-
ing this much automobile. Fuel mileage—and its close-
ly related factor, vehicle weight—is the reason for this
move. Ford has achieved a 32 MPG figure for the 2.0L
EcoBoost Taurus, which delivers 240 hp and 270 Ib-ft of
torque. This compares with the 3.5L non-EcoBoost V6 at
288 hp and 254 Ib-ft, with a highway rating of 29 MPG.
The base price for a Taurus SE with V6 is $26,600 and
for the EcoBoost, $27,595. (There is also a 3.5L
EcoBoost only in the Taurus SHO, but at just under
$40,000, that's a different equation.) Is it worth more to
buy the 2-liter, for a three-MPG-highway advantage and
higher torque, but for $995 more? That's a tough call,
but it's about a 10 percent fuel advantage, for only a 3
or 4 percent price hit. For early adopters of technology,
the 2-liter EcoBoost is compelling—and smoothly capa-
ble (and could ultimately impact resale value, too).

When we first reviewed the current-generation Ford
Taurus (see our JanFeb 2010 issue), we had thought
that, especially with the increasingly capable and right-
sized Fusion in the mix, the Taurus could absorb the
Crown Victoria's spot in the lineup, if only it were not
front-wheel-drive, especially given the Crown Vic's
police duties. The Crown Vic ceased production after
2011, and a lot of police have been driving new Dodge
Chargers while Ford prepared its next move.

There are two new Ford Police Interceptors, and
while they clearly look very much like a prominent sedan
and a prominent SUV in Ford's lineup, the T word and E
word are not part of the program. One is the Ford Police
Interceptor Sedan, the other the Ford Police Interceptor
Utility. You can find the more traditional 3.7-liter flex-
fuel-capable V6 in either, while the Sedan offers an
optional 3.5L EcoBoost V6, as well. As with their T and
E half-siblings, they are built on the same chassis as
each other, customized and ruggedized for police duty.
Program marketing manager Lisa Teed makes clear to us
that durability is the Interceptor's number one priority.
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Fusion coming, ord is surp
sales for the 2012 model have continued to

and the new one looks to be further
in defining its continually rising stature.
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