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f' : udi actively avoided the SUV craze for years.
ﬂWhile pinning down the start of that craze is

open to minor debate—there were Broncos,
Blazers, Land Cruisers and Wagoneers for many years
before SUV was even a term—the Ford Explorer hit the
market in 1990 (as a 1991 model). Audi had brought us
quattro all-wheel drive ten years before that, first in a
competition coupe, then in a high-dollar production ver-
sion of that coupe (a halo for a brand previously known
in the US by its undistinguished front-wheel-drive Audi
Fox), and ultimately in an ongoing series of more afford-
able and widely accessible models, starting with the

VEHICLE IMPRESSION : 2013 AUDI ALLROAD 2.0T QUATTRO TIPTRONIC

Audi 4000 quattro in the early-to-mid ‘80s.
Concurrently, American lifestyles were evolving.
Population was booming, peace and prosperity largely
reigned, and increasing numbers of people were heading
to once remote locales—ski resorts, coastal areas,
Western ranchlands—for recreation or as permanent
residents. Although the Sunbelt was also growing
strongly, people in seasonal climates wanted and need-

ed vehicles that could tackle their terrain and weather,
ready to roll—through mud, rain, ice and snow year-

round, without having to use snow chains, and with the
comfort of a family sedan. Too much to ask?

From Audi, the solution was quattro all-whee! d
in various flavors. Due to its innovative set of differ
tials—side-to-side and front-to-rear—plus a Itiwe '_
ter of gravity, an Audi quattro sedan could often outper
form a big 4x4 pickup in most normal conditions (ev
thing except maybe five feet of new snowfall). :

It took Audi years to develop the huge following ﬁ
has today in North America, so when volumes were
smaller, offerings would vary. In some years, there migh f
be an Avant (wagon) version of a 4000 or 5000 (late P
called 80/90 and 100/200, then later A4 and AB), some- 11

times with quattro all-wheel drive. Once the perform-

sometimes there would be an S in Avant form, though
not all non-S Avant wagons had quattro all-wheel drive.

Audi continued to calculate that the quattro lineup
(including Avant quattro wagons) could more than han-

dle the job for customers in challenging climates, and

~ that they would be more than satisfied with these vehi-

cles. Many were. And the company continued to hold off
on SUVs—until they succumbed in the mid 2000s. The
Audi Q7 SUV was introduced at shows in 2005 and went

walked across the street.

So the C ued here after 2005, as the

Q7 too that'niche. (The AB-based allroad has con-
tinued In Europe, with a new one introduced at the
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WINNER
2013 Active Lifestyle
Vehicle of the Year
Luxury
On-Road

STANDARD EQUIPMENT

ENGINE.................. 2.0L turbocharged inline-4
w FSl.direct injection.....211 hp / 258 Ib-ft
TRANSMISSION..................... 8-speed Tiptronic
with sport and manual shift modes
DRIVETRAIN......... Front-engine, quattro AWD
FUEL MILEAGE ........ 20/27 city/hwy;:23 comb
..18" 5-arm Rotor-design
245/45 all-season

TECHIN_IIICAL: ABS, ESC, electromechanical

_s'peed-&eflsitiyé steering, raised  dynamic

* five-link front suspension, raised trapezoidal-

link rear axle, underbody protection.

COMFORT/CONVENIENCE: Panorama sunroof
w sunshade, roof rails, halogen headlights,
foglights front/rear, rain/light sensors, heat-
ed power mifrors, leather seat surfaces, 12-
way_driver and 8-way passenger power
seats, 60/40 folding rear seat, luggage cover,
aluminum inlays, auto climate, concert radio
w premium sound, AM/FM/SAT/CD/SD.

SAFETY/SECURITY: Driver adaptive airbag,
front passenger two-stage “airbag, front
seat-mounted side airbags, curtain side
airbags, alarm system and ignition immobil-
izer, 3-point seatbelts, child seat anchors.

WARRANTY/MAINTENANCE: 4-year/50,000-mile
warranty, 12-year corrosion warranty, 12-
month/5000-mile first service included, 4-
year roadside assistance.

BASE PRICE (“Premium”).................. $39,600
BASE PRICE (“Premium Plus”)......... $42,900
BASE PRICE (“Prestige”) ................... $48,800

(See our test car's build, following page)
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Geneva show this year as a 2013 model, but we
no word on its North American possibilities.)
And so it has gone for the past several years.

the Audi allroad is back, but with some differenpe !

The first big difference in the new Audi allroad lis i
it's based on the A4, not the AG. This is not as big a
ference as it may sound. Since 2005, the A4 has -i
in size to significantly close the gap with the AB, w
its weight is almost the same as an A6 was about
year ago (see our comparative chart in the NovDec 20
issue, Audi A6 3.0T). The A3, meanwhile, is getti
closer in size and weight to an A4 of several years Ba
The other difference is in the car’s adaptations frof
what would be standard Avant form (if there were cu
rently a standard Avant). The new Audi allroad sfi]l ha
quattro’s sizable traction benefits, and it has cIaddi' i
fend off some gravel. It does have 18-inch wheel: En
19-inch wheels will also be available), but so do the
upper trim levels of an A4 sedan. The suspensi'or|1 is
raised a bit from a standard A4, giving a respectable 7.1
inches of ground clearance—hbut it no longer haé the
adaptive suspension of the old A6-based allroad and
does fall a bit short of the 8-inch benchmark. '
Some longtime allroad aficionados may be disap-
pointed with the less aggressive off-road nature of the
new allroad. But the approach makes sense, now that
the stable includes the Q7 and Q5. And it makes sense
in a market that includes plenty of wagon fans, tarde?—I
ed all the better with the extra panache of allroad.
The change to A4 size makes the most sense of all. '

The new allroad debuted at the North American Inter- I

national Auto Show in Detroit last January, so it's now

waorking its way into its first full winter on the roads.
The new allroad's 2.0T 4-cylinder TFSI engine puts
out 211 hp and 258 Ib-ft of torque, matching the torque
of the older, larger allroad's 2.7L twin-turbo V6, but not
its 247 hp—though the new one is lighter, and its 6.5-
second 0-to-60 time beats the old car’s 6.8 seconds. The
new allroad is also more fuel efficient. |
Though there is not a standard Avant for comparison
in 2013, the allroad still carries distinguishing features:
a single-frame grille with vertical chrome bars, stain-
less steel skid plates and side sills, and raised alu-
minum-optic roof rails. Cladding on lower bumpers and

wheel arches comes in a matte finish as standard, but I| L
are available in full matching body paint. 0

The allroad is 0.6 inches wider and 2.3 inches taller
than the 2012 A4 Avant and has 1.5 inches more ground
clearance. The new allroad has a longer wheelbase

(110.4 inches) for ride comfort, and it provides more

headroom for front passengers. The vehicle'boasts 27
cubic feet of cargo space'with rear seats up, or a full 50

“oetbic feet"with the seats folded down. An optional

power tailgate is available to access this space.

For better or worse in our sunstroke climate, the all-
road includes a standard Panorama glass sunroof. The
interior includes heated 8-way power front seats (or 12-
way for the driver, depending upon package fitment)
and an optional 505 watt Bang & Olufsen audio system.
Steering wheel shift paddles are available.
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Casual observations behind the wheel

fOr e SUaT 2 manud! transmis-

€ on a number of A4 sedans

vallroad lineup is 100 percent Tiptronic.

As“We cross some speed bumps, we note that after
each one we are very aware of the engine and trans-
mission, as we feel the drivetrain strain a little bit to
get us back on track. As a driving experience it feels up
to the job, though at first it feels as though it's pushing
its limits a little bit. Once we hit freeway speeds, we
acknowledge that the allroad has all the pep and

at sound.
pterior appointments, we note once
both the backup camera and the electronic
Drake in this Audi are top notch—hard for oth-
op. Controls and instrumentation overall are also
0 Audi’s usual very high interior standards.
As we share the roads with a great many SUVs and

“Crossovers, we reflect on the advantages of the Audi all-

road. If your daily drive—or even your extreme weekend
fantasy—involves several feet of snow or mud and a
trailer, you may need a full-bore 4x4. But if you're after
utility, capacity and an above-average level of weather
and surface readiness—as important on sand, gravel
and rain-drenched streets as in the snow—uwith the
advantage of flat-tracking low-profile cornering (while
still delivering a respectable 7-plus inches of ground
clearance), you may find the new Audi allroad preferable
to a crossover 90-plus percent of the time. M

OUR TEST ALLROAD

BASE (S€€ Prior page).....................$39,600
BRILLIANT BLACK Pis incl
BLACK INTERIOR rrisenninl
FRONT FILLER PANEL eerdne]

PREMIUM PLUS: auto-dim mirror w'compass,'
heated/folding mirrors out, music interface/
cable, Bluetooth phone prep, driver info sys-

tem w trip computer, heated front seats w

driver memory, HomeLink garage door open-
er, xenon plus lighting- w LED DRLs, three-
zone climate control, power tailgate .....3,300

MMI NAVIGATION PLUS: CD/DVD/HD radio,
MMI Navigation plus w voice control, color
driver info display, parking system w rear-
view camera, Audi connect w-online servic-

es, Bluetooth streaming audio ............... 3,050
AUDI ADVANCED KEY ......c...ccooimiiinnaiinis 550
DESTINATION CHARGE ............. o R 895
TOTAL.... %k ..$47,395
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