TEST DRIVE : 2007 PORSCHE CAYMAN S
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BARBARA -

e seldom see a woman driving a

Porsche, and one wouldn’t be on
the top of my shopping list. Nevertheless,
I loved the new Cayman. It's been a
couple of years since I drove a 911 or
Boxster and [ don’t remember either one
being as much fun or as user friendly as
this new two-seat coupe.

BILL - For most people it’s hard to justify
buying a two-seat sports car, but on a
drive to the airport recently, I may have
come up with a good reason—fuel
economy. Running with traffic between
70 and 80 mph, I averaged 27.9 mpg on
my 90-mile drive to the airport. That’s
better than many economy cars and it is
certainly a heck of a lot more fun. How-
ever, good fuel economy is just the icing
on the cake. This new Porsche is great!

BARBARA - The Cayman is designed as a
coupe version of the midengine Boxster
roadster, and most of the body panels are
identical. The roofline is similar to that on
the 911, but from the side view it drops
behind more bulbous rear fenders. A
large stylish air intake for the engine is
positioned just behind each door.

With its large front openings, the
Cayman more closely resembles the 911
Turbo than the 911S, which has smaller
openings. The Cayman rear lacks the air
intake of the 9115 and instead has a clean
and slightly recessed surface that
stretches from the rear window to the
spoiler that deploys at speeds over 75
mph. The spoiler could be a telltale for
knowledgeable highway patrol officers.

BILL - As on the highly regarded Boxster,
the Cayman engine is mounted right
behind the passenger compartment. This
configuration produces excellent balance
and handling, plus makes a significant
14.1 cubic feet of overall cargo space in
the front and rear compartments. That’s
as much space as the trunk of a BMW 5
Series sedan.

The Cayman is built on the same
platform as the Boxster, but with the rigid
roof and other structural enhancements,
it’s nearly a solid as the 911.

BARBARA - Like all Porsches, the Cayman
has a long list of options that allow buyers
to customize the car to their individual
needs, tastes and budget.

The only model currently available, the
Cayman S, has a base price starting at
$59,695 including destination charge. Our
test vehicle was loaded with nine options
that totaled over $13,000. Options
included metallic paint, a preferred
package of convenience features, power
seat package, PCM (navigation and audio)
and Bi-Xenon headlamp package. It also
had 19-Inch alloy wheels, Porsche Active
Suspension Management, Sport Chrono
Package Plus, and a Porsche crest in the
headrest. The total price with options was
$73,050. That’s over $20,000 less than
the benchmark 911 Carrera S, and I like
this just as much. Porsche believes this car
will not cannibalize normal 911 buyers.

BILL - The Cayman power comes from a
3.4-liter horizontally opposed six-cylinder
engine producing 295-hp. The engine is
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Porsche Cayman $

STANDARD EQUIPMENT

18-Inch alloy wheels; Speed activated rear
spoiler; Active Brake Differential; Porsche
Stability Management; Traction control;
Power windows; Anti-theft system and
alarm; Partial leather seats; Climate
control; Heated outside mirrors; Homelink
system; Cruise; Keyless entry.

Base Price: .....ccoveeieeiiiiiiie $58,900
Freight ..o $795
Options:
Metallic paint............ccccooviiiiiiiie. $825
Preferred package..........cccoevinnn. $2,190
Power seat package ..........c.ccc...... $1,550
PCM (navigation & audio) .............. $2,970
Bi-Xenon headlight package........... $1,090
19-Inch Carrera S wheels............... $1,550
Porsche Active Suspension Managaement
................................................... $1,990
Sport Chrono Package Plus .............$920
Porsche crest in headrest................ $270.
Total OptionS........c.cceeveene.. ...$13,355
Price as Tested.......ccccvvvevvrirnennns $73,050
DIMENSIONS
EPASize .o Two-seater
Weight. ..o 2,954 |b.
Wheelbase .......cccccoooiiiiiiiiiiii 95.1 in
Length ..o 172.1 in.
Width..oo 70.9 in
Height oo 51.4 in.
Fuel Capacity ......cccceevvveeeiiiiians 19.6 gal.
Cargo Capacity.......cccccovereene. 14.1 cu. ft.
MECHANICAL
Engine ... 3.4L DOHC Horiz. 6-Cyl.
HOrsepower ..........ccccceeevveeens 295@6250
TOrque ..voovveeiiciiiec 251@4400
TransmIisSION .......ccveeeeeeiinnne.. 6-Spd. man
DriVe ..o Rear-wheel
Brakes ......ccoooiiiiiiiii Disc ABS
TIeS wovveeiiii Front P235/35ZR19
Rear ...ccooooviiiiiiiiii P295/30ZR19
PERFORMANCE
01060 MPh...ccoooiiiiiiiiiciie 5.1 sec.
Top speed .......cooovviiiiiiiiiie. 171 mph
EPA economy rating ................ 20/28 mpg
Our actual fuel econ .................. 24.1 mpg
COMPETITORS

Audi TT, Chevrolet Corvette,
Lexus SC 430, Mercedes-Benz SLK
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Tirexchange, Inc.

Tires « Wheels « Chrome Plating
15485 N. 84th Street « Scottsdale
1-800-766-2588 « 480-596-9655

DrivingMBA™

Comprehensive simulator tutoring for teens
A program of Accelerated Skill Builders
480-948-1648 « www.drivingmba.com

GarageTek
Call to visit our completely furnished garages
623-580-0900 « www.garagetek.com

NEXT Technologies, LLC
Integrated Mobile Media Environment (IMME)
602-370-0098 « www.NextTech.biz

Sunangel Communications, Inc.
2-Way Mobile Broadband Internet
480-905-1663 * www.broadbandonwheels.com

Waxwerks Detailing

Detailing - Valley Wide Mobile Service
Classic, Muscle & Luxury Autos

Ken Dickson « 602-788-9680
www.waxwerksdetailing.com

Gorilla Motorsports

Performance packages - superchargers - A/V
Custom interiors - wheels/tires - suspension
1425 S. Clark Drive » Tempe AZ 85281
408-507-0999 « www.gorillamotorsports.net

AutoXray
EZ-Scan 6000 Automotive Scanner
www.obd2can.com
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MOTOR RESOURCES DIRECTORY

Aston Martin North Scottsdale
18088 N. Scottsdale Road « 480-538-4200

Audi North Scottsdale
18088 N. Scottsdale Road « 480-538-4000

BMW North Scottsdale
18018 N. Scottsdale Road « 480-538-3900

Lou Grubb Ford
8555 E. Frank Lloyd Wright « 480-991-3333

MINI North Scottsdale
18018 N. Scottsdale Road « 480-538-6464

Porsche North Scottsdale
18000 N. Scottsdale Road « 480-538-3850

Scottsdale Lamborghini
Raintree & Hayden Road + 480-483-9300

Van Chevrolet
8585 E. Frank Lloyd Wright * 480-991-8300

Dream Machines
14825 N. 82nd St. Suite C + 480-951-9524

Gorilla Motorsports

Select line of vehicles restyled for performance
1425 S. Clark Drive « Tempe AZ 85281
408-507-0999 « www.gorillamotorsports.net

Motorsports of Scottsdale
The Finest Collection of Pre-Owned Luxury Autos
Raintree & Hayden Road * 480-483-9300

Scottsdale Lotus
8355 E. Raintree Suite 170 « 480-922-6242

ClassicCars.com
Put your classifieds online at
480-460-8800 « www.classiccars.com

SCO Nights

Sport Compact Drag Racing

Every Thursday at Firebird Raceway
www.dragracing.com/sco

Phoenix International Raceway
602-252-2227 « www.phoenixraceway.com

Bob Bondurant School

of High Performance Driving

Mention Code AZ803 for discounted multi-day
1-800-842-RACE * www.bondurant.com

Automotive Fine Art by Don Evenson
Private commissioned paintings in oil or acrylic
11259 E. Via Linda ¢« Suite 100-185

Scottsdale AZ 85259 » 480-661-8410

Cobblestone Auto Spa & Market
SCOTTSDALE:

* Frank Lloyd Wright & Hayden + 480-596-1200
* 15111 N. Hayden Road « 480-561-2622
PHOENIX:

« Bell Road & Piestewa Parkway * 602-787-0035
CHANDLER - Opening in September:

» Alma School & Germann * 480-814-9274
SURPRISE - Coming soon!:

* Bell Road & Grand Avenue

Airpark Auto Service
8115 E. Raintree * 480-998-1605

Greulich’s Auto Repair
8180 E. Raintree * 480-483-8186

Cycle-Moto

Aprilia - Ducati - Motoguzzi - Triumph

330 E. Southern Ave # 37 » Mesa AZ 85210
480-898-0559 *+ www.azsbk.com

Aprilia Motorcycles - Scooters
www.apriliausa.com

Dan Gurney Alligator Motorcycles, Inc.
Dan Gurney’s All American Racers, Inc.
2334 S. Broadway * Santa Ana CA 92707

714-540-1771 « www.allamericanracers.com

Kawasaki Motors Corp., U.S.A.
9950 Jeronimo Road ¢ irvine CA 92618
949-770-0400 « www.kawasaki.com

Triumph

385 Walt Sanders Memorial Drive
Newna GA 30265

678-854-2010 * www.triumph.co.uk

Information is derived from a variety of sources
and may not be final or accurate; check all info.
Listings do not necessarily represent any
specific affiliation with nor endorsement by
Arizona Driver magazine.
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water-cooled and has a Variocam Plus
variable intake valve control. Our car had
the precise six-speed manual
transmission, but a five-speed Tiptronic S
transmission, which can be shifted
manually by control buttons on the wheel
or the shifter, is an option.

The brakes are four-piston with vented
and cross-drilled discs, anti lock and
Active Brake Differential.

BARBARA - The Cayman is loaded with
active and passive safety equipment
including a stability control system, trac-
tion control, and six air bags (front, side
and thorax on both sides of the cabin.

BILL - Porsche claims a 0 to 60 mph time
of 5.1 seconds, and we have no reason to
argue. 1 recorded 83 mph in my own
acceleration test, where 1 pull onto the
highway and accelerate full-throttle to the
first mailbox, or about one-eighth mile.
They also claim a top speed of 171 mph.

As | said earlier, the fuel economy was
fantastic. We did record 27.9 mpg at high-
way speeds of 70 to 80 mph. In com-
bined driving, we averaged 24.1 mpg.
The EPA rates the Cayman at 20 mpg for
city driving and 28 mpg on the highway.

BARBARA - It looks like Porsche has
another hit on their hands with this r
Cayman.

BILL - The Porsche Cayman S is an easy
car to fall in love with. It’s a car that
allows a good driver to push the limits or
for an average driver to be all that he or
she can be.

On the downside, the rear visibility is
poor, especially when trying to back up. It
would be nice to have a rear-view camera
displaying in the navigation system when
backing up.

On other Porsches, I was frustrated by
the complexity of the audio systems.
The PCM system, combined with the
navigation system in the Cayman, was
very easy to use. I was able to get
everything [ wanted without resorting to
the owner’s manual.

If you find price of this Cayman S too
high, watch for a more affordable 250-hp
Cayman model in 2007. H
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