
Performance Tires & Wheels
Tirexchange, Inc.
Tires • Wheels • Chrome Plating
15485 N. 84th Street • Scottsdale
1-800-766-2588 • 480-596-9655

Driver Tutoring
DrivingMBA™
Comprehensive simulator tutoring for teens
A program of Accelerated Skill Builders
480-948-1648 • www.drivingmba.com

Custom Garage Interiors
GarageTek
Call to visit our completely furnished garages
623-580-0900 • www.garagetek.com

Mobile Communications
NEXT Technologies, LLC
Integrated Mobile Media Environment (IMME)
602-370-0098 • www.NextTech.biz

Mobile Broadband Internet
Sunangel Communications, Inc.
2-Way Mobile Broadband Internet
480-905-1663 • www.broadbandonwheels.com

Mobile Detailing Service
Waxwerks Detailing
Detailing - Valley Wide Mobile Service
Classic, Muscle & Luxury Autos
Ken Dickson • 602-788-9680
www.waxwerksdetailing.com

Aftermarket Enhancements
Gorilla Motorsports
Performance packages - superchargers - A/V
Custom interiors - wheels/tires - suspension
1425 S. Clark Drive • Tempe AZ 85281
408-507-0999 • www.gorillamotorsports.net

Vehicle Diagnostics
AutoXray
EZ-Scan 6000 Automotive Scanner
www.obd2can.com

Auto Dealers
Aston Martin North Scottsdale
18088 N. Scottsdale Road • 480-538-4200

Audi North Scottsdale
18088 N. Scottsdale Road • 480-538-4000

BMW North Scottsdale
18018 N. Scottsdale Road • 480-538-3900

Lou Grubb Ford
8555 E. Frank Lloyd Wright • 480-991-3333

MINI North Scottsdale
18018 N. Scottsdale Road • 480-538-6464

Porsche North Scottsdale
18000 N. Scottsdale Road • 480-538-3850

Scottsdale Lamborghini
Raintree & Hayden Road • 480-483-9300

Van Chevrolet
8585 E. Frank Lloyd Wright • 480-991-8300

Auto Dealers - Specialty
Dream Machines
14825 N. 82nd St. Suite C • 480-951-9524

Gorilla Motorsports
Select line of vehicles restyled for performance
1425 S. Clark Drive • Tempe AZ 85281
408-507-0999 • www.gorillamotorsports.net

Motorsports of Scottsdale
The Finest Collection of Pre-Owned Luxury Autos
Raintree & Hayden Road • 480-483-9300

Scottsdale Lotus
8355 E. Raintree Suite 170 • 480-922-6242

Online Classic Car Classifieds
ClassicCars.com
Put your classifieds online at
480-460-8800 • www.classiccars.com

Racing Events
SCO Nights
Sport Compact Drag Racing
Every Thursday at Firebird Raceway
www.dragracing.com/sco

Phoenix International Raceway
602-252-2227 • www.phoenixraceway.com

High Performance Schools
Bob Bondurant School 
of High Performance Driving
Mention Code AZ803 for discounted multi-day
1-800-842-RACE • www.bondurant.com

Automotive Fine Art
Automotive Fine Art by Don Evenson
Private commissioned paintings in oil or acrylic
11259 E. Via Linda • Suite 100-185
Scottsdale AZ 85259 • 480-661-8410

Auto Spa / Convenience / Gas
Cobblestone Auto Spa & Market
SCOTTSDALE: 
• Frank Lloyd Wright & Hayden • 480-596-1200
• 15111 N. Hayden Road • 480-561-2622
PHOENIX: 
• Bell Road & Piestewa Parkway • 602-787-0035
CHANDLER - Opening in September: 
• Alma School & Germann • 480-814-9274
SURPRISE - Coming soon!:
• Bell Road & Grand Avenue

Service & Repair
Airpark Auto Service
8115 E. Raintree • 480-998-1605

Greulich’s Auto Repair
8180 E. Raintree • 480-483-8186

Motorcycle Dealers
Cycle-Moto
Aprilia - Ducati - Motoguzzi - Triumph
330 E. Southern Ave # 37 • Mesa AZ 85210
480-898-0559 • www.azsbk.com

Motorcycle Manufacturers
Aprilia Motorcycles - Scooters
www.apriliausa.com

Dan Gurney Alligator Motorcycles, Inc.
Dan Gurney’s All American Racers, Inc.
2334 S. Broadway • Santa Ana CA 92707
714-540-1771 • www.allamericanracers.com

Kawasaki Motors Corp., U.S.A.
9950 Jeronimo Road • irvine CA 92618
949-770-0400 • www.kawasaki.com

Triumph
385 Walt Sanders Memorial Drive
Newna GA 30265
678-854-2010 • www.triumph.co.uk

Information is derived from a variety of sources

and may not be final or accurate; check all info.

Listings do not necessarily represent any

specific affiliation with nor endorsement by

Arizona Driver magazine.
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F rom the minute we pulled away from
the curb in the Nissan Versa, it

obvious that this was not another typical
small car. Moving through traffic down
the city streets en route to the freeway,
the Versa was unusually quiet and
smooth, feeling more like a large sedan
than a $14,000 hatchback. We easily
accelerated onto the freeway.

From the outside, the four-door hatch-
back looks small and European with low
sculptured front end, steeply raked
windshield and triangular-shaped C-pillar.
The large windows and high ceiling give
the cabin an airy feeling.

Inside, the large cloth-covered bucket
seats reminded me of comfortable Volvo
seats. The cabin is narrow, but with the
front seats mounted nearly against the
doors and the seat controls moved
between the seats, it seemed spacious.
Both front doors had wide storage areas
with a place for drinks. The dash is simple
with a typical instrument pod displaying
a speedometer, tachometer and fuel
gauge. Climate and audio controls are
conveniently grouped just to the right of
the steering wheel.

We sampled the rear seat with its class-
leading legroom before we started, and
found it to be roomy and comfortable for
two adults with room enough to squeeze
in an occasional third passenger. The total

interior room is about the same as the
spacious Toyota Matrix. At 16.9 cubic foot
the cargo area can hold four or five
medium-size bags and can be expanded
progressively when the split-back rear
seat is folded. 

The spacious cargo area is made
possible by the compact rear indepen-
dent suspension, which supports the rear
of the company’s B-platform. The front
wheels are driven by a compact new
aluminum four-cylinder engine devel-
oping 122 horsepower and 127 lb.ft. of
torque. Currently the Versa is available
with three transmission choices: a six-
speed manual, four-speed automatic and
Xtronic CVT (Continuously Variable
Transmission). Later in the model year
when CVT capacity is increased the
automatic will be dropped. As the name
implies the CVT uses a metal belts on
variable pulleys to continuously change
the drive ratios to optimize fuel economy
and performance levels. 

The Versa is available in the basic S
model, which is priced near $12,000 and
the SL, which goes as high as $15,000 or
$16,000, when purchased with all the
options. The hatchback went on sale in
July, and a sedan version should be out as
you read this issue. The car has been sold
in a luxury trim in Japan as the Tiida, and
also has been sold in China. ■

VEHICLE TEST : 2007 NISSAN VERSA

Well versed and
well packaged
Well versed and
well packaged

By Barbara and Bill Schaffer
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