NEW VEHICLE INTRODUCTION : 2015 CHRYSLER 200
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its Sterling Heights, Michigan plant (once
slated for shutdown) for a new-tech paint
facility, fully robotic body shop and upgraded
assembly area. The chassis is derived from
Alfa Romeo but redone for American roads
and tastes and built here.

There is no one top model, per se. The 200S
has darker elements and an edgier feel, with
black window surrounds and wheels sport-
ing bright metal set against dark pockets—
aimed toward a sportier, youthful customer.

The 200C follows a more traditional premi-
um path, familiar from the 300C and genera-
tions of its forebears, with a slightly higher
base price—$25,995 vs $24,495 for the 200S
(a win-win for the 200S target market).

Paddle shifters are included on the 200S
and available on the 200C, with a sport mode
on AWD models. On the 2008, a rotary shifter
drives a sportier throttle map and a neat
trick: pull down the paddles once to get the
lowest available gear.

STYLING for the new Chrysler 200 defines
what they call “a 360 car,” with no corners.
The Chrysler wing in its grille flows through
the headlights and down the sides, while a
gentle power bulge in the hood flows into the
A-pillars and over the top of its streamlined
coupelike sedan roof to the taillights.

Projector beam headlights are joined by
LED DRLs and fog lamps. Chrome or black
window trim emphasizes the car’s propor-
tions: one-third glass and two-thirds body.
Wheels range from 17 to 19 inches.

INSIDE, the instrument panel includes real
wood formed into complex shapes that wrap
onto the doors. Two-tone piped leather is
stylish and supportive. The steering wheel's
360-degree chrome trim ring is a nice touch,
but no doubt hot in an Arizona summer. Rear
seat legroom benefits from sculpted front

seathacks, and passengers enjoy their own
air supply and console. The body is stiff but
light—curb weight is 3473 pounds—uwith a
six percent increase in torsional rigidity for
smooth handling, enhanced by an isolated
rear cradle suspension and stiff components
for immediate response from driver inputs.

THE 200S goes up against entry luxe Ger-
mans, and we found an American sedan with
European style and bearing that has every
chance to be competitive. As Andy Love
says, the 200S is “the best shot we have to
get a younger customer into the showroom.”
All-wheel drive availability—rare in this
segment—and great fuel mileage increase
the 200's odds. And with a range from $21,700
base, to $35,000 or more for a top-range 200C
with 295-hp V6 and all-wheel-drive, the
Chrysler 200 should find a wide audience.

The 9-speed automatic transmission used
in the Chrysler 200 displays the precision of
a Swiss watch. Our test car’s all-wheel
drive was smooth and secure on patches of
snow during our springtime drive in the
Kentucky hills. The Chrysler 200's beautiful
interior boasts significant rear seat room.
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