VEHICLE IMPRESSION : 2014 HYUNDAI TUCSON LIMITED FWD

he Hyundai Tucson compact crossover com-
pletes ten years in 2014, from its first-genera-
tion model in 2005-2009 to this second-generation
model hitting five years now. Hyundai is working
through a broad product lineup refresh right now,
with a new Equus last year, a new Genesis Sedan
earlier this year (launched here in Paradise Valley)
and a new Sonata being revealed right about now.

A Hyundai Tucson Fuel Cell electric model has
just made its first customer deliveries, in Southern
California only, where there is a significant hydro-
gen fuel infrastructure in place to support it. We
hope to get behind the wheel of this, and wonder
whether and when that daring powertrain alterna-
tive may be available mare broadly. If it's in SoCal,
of course we'll all see one at some point, anyway.

The other thing we'd been waiting to see was
whether it would be an adaptation of the current
Tucson, or whether it might mark their opportunity
to release our first look at generation three. It
turns out to be the first, with a small taste of the
latter, based on shots of the first ones rolling off
the ships from Korea. A simple grille replacement
has brought it effectively it in line with the new
Genesis or Sonata, but the rest remains outward-
ly as before. It's a clever adaptation.

The very first Tucson had been an entry level
offering, when the brand was first leveraging its
foathold here. But the second was what a lot of the
brand’s products have been since then—an up-to-
date or even cutting edge product that arguably set
the tone for other brands—a lot of the style and

stance of the new Ford Escape echoes this Tucson
from six years ago. The 360-degree-no-corners phi-
losophy of the new Chrysler 200, ditto. The “surfer
wave” upward flow on the new Audi A3's side
sheetmetal also reflects some of what's here.

Our time with the Tucson was refreshing—it's
comfortable and attractive. Controls are well laid
out, with setup for a new driver a breeze.

There are three trims. The base GLS has a 2.0L
four and starts at $21,450. The SE level jumps to
2.4 and the price only to $23,500. Our line-top-
ping Limited has the same 2.4L and also a modest
base jump, to $26,200. All have a 6-speed auto-
matic, any is available with AWD for $1500 more,
and all deliver more than average for their price.

Add-ons for our test Tucson were modest, and
you could skip them, if you want the upper level
model’s classy details but still want to save a buck.

Equus, Genesis and Sonata have taken signifi-
cant leaps forward. Fuel Cell facelift aside, we
enthusiastically await the next Tucson. Not that
this one is ready to leave the party—that's the big
benefit of having been ahead of the curve. M
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