VEHICLE IMPRESSION : 2014 NISSAN ROGUE SV FWD

Echo of a Murano

he Nissan Rogue followed its big brother

Murano into the marketplace by five years.
Murano was ahead of its time, with curvaceous
styling and its continuously variable transmission
(CVT). Initially not appealing to everybody, it was
nonetheless a big hit. It has been a segment leader,
riding the crest of several waves. We had hoped
for a baby Murano in the Rogue, but this was only
partly so. Rogue is a competent driver of high util-
ity, but never gave us that same cutting edge aura.

The 2014 Nissan Rogue received a comprehen-
sive rework, with updated sheetmetal and new
safety and technological inclusions. For 2015, the
Murano receives its own restyling. Early images
show the new Murano breaks new ground, even
picking up style points from the 370Z. The Rogue’s
2014 restyling, not particularly (see below).

The Rogue overlaps Murano in various ways,
but also does so with Pathfinder and Quest mini-
van, to degrees. Rogue is the least costly of the
four and gets the best fuel mileage. Now that
Pathfinder is also a unibody and Rogue can be a
7-seater, Rogue stands out as the only 170-hp
four-cylinder in the group. The others have a 260-
hp V6. It speaks well for Rogue that it so often
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prevails—Rogue is Nissan's second-best-selling
vehicle in the US, after its Altima midsize sedan.

Nissan generally provides great value, has
proven dependable, and offers pure and simple
features, without tech overkill. Our Rogue SV
FWD totaled $28,135, with third row and other
options (for $1350 more we would add AWD).
Quest, Murano or Pathfinder start some $6000-
9000 higher. The base Rogue starts at $22,790—
or you can still buy the 2013 model, known as a
2014 Rogue Select, for just $20,040.

Numbers do have a lot to do with the Rogue's
success. Buyers will like the fact that the 2014
Rogue is bigger inside, but an inch shorter outside
(though on a smooth half-inch longer wheelbase),
adds enough features to increase weight over 100
pounds, yet improves fuel mileage by 5 MPG;
increases headroom about an inch; and increases
rear legroom by over 2.5". It retains the same rel-
atively ponderous 37.4-foot turning circle.

The 2014 Rogue is a high achiever, already
ranking in the Top 10, Top 12 and similar family or
value listings from Kelley Blue Book, Kiplingers,
Edmunds, AutoTrader.com and Parents magazine,
and it's an [IHS “Top Safety Pick Plus.” Il

Below: Nissan Rogue, 2013 and restyled 2014;
Nissan Murano, 2014 and restyled 2015.




