NEW VEHICLE INTRODUCTION : 2016 KIA SORENTO
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number of factors have turned Kia

from a virtual unknown into a king
over the past decade and a half. They talk
about the Soul as a turning point in brand
awareness. Another quiet giant has been
the Kia Sorento.

Introduced in 2002 as a body-on-frame
midsize SUV, the Sorento for 2016 enters
its third generation. (We drove it in late
2014, but it goes on sale after January 2,
2015, as a 2016 model.) The second gen-
eration came in the immediate wake of
the Soul, changing to unibody construc-
tion, incorporating its own version of the
distinctive tiger nose grille, and modern-
izing inside and out. This lasted for six or
seven years, with just one more mild,
evolutionary refresh along the way—a
wise move on something this successful-
ly conceived and popularly received.
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Evolutionary wisdom is apparent here,
too, as the 2016 Sorento carries DNA and
styling cues from its forebear, in a com-
pletely new, restyled and reengineered
vehicle that is a bit longer, a hair higher
and introduces seven-passenger seating.

Sorento is actually a not-so-quiet giant.
Anecdotally, we notice how often we are in
traffic behind two or three at a time. Statis-
tically, this is borne out by US sales of over
100,000 in each of the past five years.

Sorento was, in fact, the first Kia model
to sell over 100,000 in a year (which Opti-
ma and Soul now also do). It was also the
first Kia manufactured in the US (in West
Point, Georgia, where the Optima is now
also built). The all-American Sorento was
also the first Kia to be featured in a Super
Bowl ad (“Space Babies” was the humor-
ous launch of the campaign in which Kia

Sorento “has an answer for everything”).

Take all that as baseline. Customer satis-
faction and build quality ratings confirm
that Kia has now fully arrived. We flew to
Reno and headed to Lake Tahoe, to con-
firm it all behind the wheel of the 2016
Kia Sorento. Here, executive VP of sales
and marketing Michael Sprague described
a new dawn. “We are a brand new brand,”
he told us. “Kia’s next era is underway.”

Kia is after Jeep Grand Cherokee buy-
ers, but even leapfrogging that goal, by
creating a seven-passenger capacity in its
V6 Sorento (and optionally on a four-cyl-
inder LX).

The V6 is noteworthy for its new pas-
senger count, but other big news for 2016
is a 2.0-liter four-cylinder turbo, available
as an EX or top-trim SX-Limited. And a
tough choice this may make (though it’s
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the kind of “tough” win-win choice you
will welcome). The slightly less expensive
four-cylinder turbo actually out-torques
the V6, at 260 Ib-ft versus 252. However,
the V6 has more towing capacity (5000
Ibs on AWD models)—and has those
seven seats. The price differential be-
tween turbo four and V6 is small (see
chart), so if you have a big head count or
a lot to tow, and want top trim features,
an SX-Limited turbo for $1400 more is
pretty much a win-win. For the EX, a
$600 difference is close to negligible,
though the turbo has slight power and
weight advantages, if you don’t have the
passengers or the towing needs.

On our drive, it was hard to tell the dif-
ference between the engines, due to the
weatherman, not the Kia engineers—we
had high winds, torrential rain and blow-
ing snow. (The winds were so high, a
forecast two feet of snow did not accu-
mulate, but rather blew straight to Kan-
sas, we guess.) Weather had reduced the

ENGINE 241 4-cyl
HORSEPOWER/TORQUE.................. 185 hp / 178 Ib-ft
SEATING CAPACITY ....5-passenger (7 avail on LX)
BASE PRICE L (FWD).....ooovirrccrrrrrereers $24,900

(/{21110 $26,200

+AWD (n/a on L)............ add $1800
ENGINE 2.0L 4-cyl turbo
HORSEPOWER/TORQUE.................. 240 hp / 260 Ib-ft
SEATING CAPACITY .......ccoooviriicnn 5-passenger
BASEPRICE  EX (FWD) ... $31,100

SX-Limited (FWD)............... $39,900
S\ — add $1800
ENGINE
HORSEPOWER/TORQUE..................
SEATING CAPACITY...........
BASE PRICE  LX V6 (FWD)..

EX V6 (FWD)..
SX V6 (FWD)...........

SX-Limited V6 (FWD)
HAWD ...

TRANSMISSION...6-spd electronic auto w Sportmatic
FUEL CAPACITY/OCTANE ....... 18.8 gal / 87 regular gas

STEERING ..................... Motor-driven power steering
TURNING CIRCLE ................. FWD 36.2 ft / AWD 36.4 ft
TOWING CAPACITY ..........ccoovurernne 2.4L (L, LX): 2000 Ib

.............................. 2.0L turbo (EX, SX-Lim): 3500 Ib
.......................... 3.3L V6: 3500 FWD /5000 Ib AWD

At $1800, we would opt for all-wheel-drive without hesitation. The 2016 Sorento’s new intelligent system
brags near-zero lag time from a perceived condition to implementation. Torque vector control, which
combines imperceptible braking with judicious application of the AWD system, also

minimizes or eliminates any on-road surprises. Our drive was in every possible

highly challenging condition, with zero disquieting moments.
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Everything from body rigidity to underbody aero-
dynamics-gave us a very quiet and luxurious ride.
But if you want to drown out all this quiet, you have
a Kia hallmark—630-watt 12-speaker audio from
Infinity, always top-flight and at a reasonable price.
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This system includes Harman's remarkable new

Clari-Fi digital music reconstruction feature, which

uses algorithms to recreate richness of sound lost

in music compression, extremely welcome and

commendable after a decade of listening to MP3.
-




The 2016 Kia Sorento draws heavily from the
very recent Cross GT concept revealed at
the Chicago show in spring 2013. The pro-
duction vehicle's tow capacity, up to 5000
pounds (V6, AWD) gives it a significant com-
petitive advantage. Increased interior vol-
ume brings the Sorento up to seven-passen-
ger seating and/or creates storage space
galore. The interior has been completely re-
done in terms of style, finish and function.
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