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SUE MEAD is an automotive journalist and author,
as well as an off-road adventurer and racer. She
travels the globe test driving cars and trucks,
working for magazines, newspapers, television,
radio and the Internet to provide vehicle reviews,
as well as adventure stories about racing, auto-
motive expeditions and travel throughout the world.
Mead has won a number of writing and photojour-
nalist awards and is an inductee into the Off-Road
Motorsports Hall of Fame. She has authored three
books about automotive subjects. -

2016 NISSAN TITAN XD
PRO 4X CREW CAB 4X4

VEHICLE TYPE .........coovvenerniecnirereneenes Full-size pickup
SEATING CAPACITY 5 (bucket fronts)
(S and SV have optional 6 w/split bench front)

ENGINE.......... ..5.0L Cummins Turbo Diesel V8
TRANSMISSION ....................... Aisin 8-speed automatic
DRIVETRAIN ...... ..RWD or part-time 4WD
HORSEPOWER ..........ccoovvevereieeieenn 310 hp at 3200 rpm
TORQUE..........coooonieeereirerereeeereene 555 Ib-ft at 1600 rpm

ALTERNATOR/BATTERY ......200A / 550A cold cranking
STEERING ......... Variable speed hydraulic recirc ball

BRAKES (F/R).........ccooevvernnee 14.17 / 14.37 vented disc
WHEELBASE .............ccooeeeeeeeeeeeveee s 151.6 in
LENGTH

BED LENGTH.........ocovviiccccccnes
GROUND CLEARANCE (F/R)
TURNING CIRCLE

APPROACH ANGLE 20.96 degrees
(' DEPARTURE ANGLE 23.94 degrees
BREAKOVER ANGLE ...20.1 degrees

TOW CAPACITY TRAILER (Pro 4X) 11,784 Ib
................................. (all models) 10,608 - 12,314 Ib
TOW CAPACITY TONGUE ..................... (Pro 4X) 1,178 Ib
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technical feel that Nissan says is inspired by
a theme of the Titan as a “powerful precision
tool.” Its muscular, athletic design bears an
extended front overhang, with aerodynami-
cally tuned front spoiler, roof and tailgate
spoilers, underbody covers, rear tire wind de-
flectors, and a seal between the cab and bed.

To aid with cargo, the XD employs Nissan's
Utili-track Bed Channel System, which fea-
tures four heavy-duty aluminum alloy cleats
that move and lock anywhere along the walls,
bed floor and header tracks for flexible tie-
down possibilities. Also onboard are lock-
able, removable, watertight and drainable
bedside storage boxes that can be accessed
from inside the bed without having to remove
a camper top or tonneau cover.

Inside, designers focused on enhanced
utility, with conveniently grouped controls,
additional lockable storage and a center
console that can hold a computer tablet with
case or a 15-inch laptop. The premium grade
instrument panel includes a combination of
analog and digital gauges, along with a 5.0-
inch color display, unique diesel monitoring
and maintenance displays, and 7.0-inch

NissanConnect color monitor with Naviga-
tion, Mobile Apps and Services.

Nissan’s standard front and rear Zero
Gravity seats help optimize posture position-
ing, for enhanced comfort during long-dis-
tance driving. Available are heated and
cooled front and heated rear seats, along
with a choice of water-repellant fabric or
leather appointments.

Special attention was paid to reducing the
intrusion of noise and vibration into the
cabin, using laminated front and rear side
glass, additional engine noise isolation and
body sealing.

We concentrated our drive on the 2016
Titan XD PRO-4X on a variety of on-road and
rigorous off-road courses. We also used the
truck for towing and appreciated its plentiful
torque, smooth and quiet diesel ride and its
towing technologies. Nissan has done its
homework and has not only met its competi-
tion head-to-head, but also has some game-
changing technologies and competencies.
It's a large truck with a big-boy feel, but is
easy to get in and out of, and its ergonomics
make it easy to maneuver.

NISSAN TECHNICAL CENTER
NORTH AMERICA: ARIZONA

Nissan Technical Center North America
Arizona Testing Center (NTCNA) is Nissan's
premier test facility for the Americas.

LOCATION: A barren, five-square-mile cen-
sus-designated place near Stanfield AZ.

CAPABILITIES: Hot- and cold-weather sim-
ulation; high altitude; high speed; crash;
powertrain; durability. Arizona's low desert
terrain provides NTCNA with an ideal envi-
ronment to test Nissan vehicles for hot
weather, heat durability, engine cooling
and air conditioner performance. NTCNA
proving ground also features a 5.7-mile
high-speed oval and four individual road
courses designed to test vehicle durability,
reliability and ride comfort.

According to ATC director Steve Monk, the
site focuses on “comfort and ride-and-han-
dling events that are important for the
North American region.” That means scour-
ing the continent for challenging, aggra-
vating and crappy roads, hiring a civil engi-
neering firm for surveying purposes, then
precisely replicating those roads on the
grounds of the 3050-acre facility. “We have
wavy asphalt roads from Florida, broken
concrete from Michigan, turns and eleva-
tion changes from the San Gabriel
Mountains, and two turns that replicate
racetracks,” Monk says. ®
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