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NEW VEHICLE LAUNCH DRIVE : 2020 MERCEDES-BENZ GLE

Taking center stage

A new GLE-leader in a lineup of unified variety By joe sage

Mercedes-Benz has ever-increasing vari-
ety among its utility offerings, while more
recently unifying their styling and presenta-
tion. Both are winning strategies.

The $150,000ish G-Class, conceived in the

wheel drive. the GLE 350 also offering front-wheel
drive, and all in traditional two-box SUV form.

The brand has sold some five million SUVs by
now, of which fully about two million have been the
ML and its successor the GLE. As their best selling
SUV, and inhabiting one of the hottest segments,
they put a lot of attention into this gen-four GLE.

Built in the US, at their Alabama plant (as it has
been since early ML days), the 2020 GLE was also
largely developed in the US, where our harsh road
conditions guided its performance thresholds.

The 2020 GLE is ready for these challenges with
highly innovative and highly technical new suspen-

with just about no body movement, unique to this
new chassis engineering. A fully networked hydro-
pneumatic suspension, it utilizes the SUV's 48-volt
platform in combination with newly-developed air
suspension, with spring and damping forces individ-
ually controlled at each wheel, counteracting not
only body roll, but pitch and squat. A curve function
counteracts almost all lateral forces, for seamless,
focused cornering on a par with a motorcycle.

In sand or snow conditions where most any vehi-
cle might be completely stuck (and perhaps far from
any help), the system has an impressive free-driv-
ing mode with individual wheel actuation that actu- [ JeRE :

Over this same era of nameplate homoge-
nization, styling also became more consistent
across the Mercedes-Benz SUV lineup (again
with the partial exception of G-Class).

GLC and GLE now sit in the hottest spots of
the utility market—compact and midsize.
They are currently also quite similar in styling,
largely simplifying your decision to factors of
size, perhaps powertrain and/or budget.

Both GLC and GLE have been available as
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compact version of the GL.

Each had its own distinct styling and iden-
tity, sometimes surely leading to an apples-
and-oranges decision adding in tangible and
intangible factors of both style and function.
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original era of big beast SUVs, remains im-
mensely capable off-road today while also be-
ing eminently welcome at the country club.

Their modern utility lineup has its origins in
the late 1990s, as Mercedes-Benz was one of
the first to blend SUV functionality with sleek
in the midsize M- (or ML-) Class.

Now it's pretty much all apples. With a re-
structuring of model names brandwide, all
SUVs (except G-Class) bear a GL-something
name—from the subcompact GLA (an all-new
vehicle mid-decade just as the new naming
scheme kicked in) to the GLC (replacing the
GLK), GLE (replacing the M-Class) and GLS

SUV (conventional two-box utility) or Coupe
models for the past few years (both also with
Mercedes-AMG high-performance models).
As this new year dawns and you get used
to writing “2019,” here we are already saying
“2020" for the new Mercedes-Benz GLE.
We recently headed to San Antonio to meet

sion systems. As hot techno house music amped up
from a white GLE parked in the cool night air near
San Antonio’s Riverwalk, the vehicle launched into
an elaborate dance, with all four wheels collective-
ly or individually at their highest and lowest, pitch-
ing, yawing, climbing and planting itself to the beat.
This was a fun way to show off new E-ACTIVE Body

ally lets the GLE “jump” rather than dig in, eventu-
ally freeing you from the depths. As elegant as a
prom date, this vehicle is also a very serious off-
roader, benefiting from detailed information on for-
ward and lateral inclination, suspension level and
torque distribution—in both the instrument cluster
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and in their biggest heads-up display yet.

GLE also receives a version of Mercedes-Benz's
9-speed automatic, as well as a new transfer case.

New to the GLE is fully-variable 4MATIC torque-
on-demand, a system that can distribute force from
zero to 100 percent to the front or rear axle, also
depending upon which driving modes are selected.

Active stop-and-go assistance in rush hour traf-
fic is functional up to 37 mph and works in conjunc-
tion with an integrated starter-generator (ISG),
which also provides silk-smooth starts after every
stop, one of the first things we noticed in our drive.

A combination of active brake assist with cross-
traffic assist can identify the risk of a collision
when turning across opposite lanes, braking the
vehicle at lower speeds.

Cluster and infotainment screens are also not
only larger—not one, but two 12.3-inchers unified
into a single doublewide—but its new MBUX
(Mercedes-Benz User Experience) Interior Assis-
tant responds to voice controls and even has the

ability to contextually interpret the intent of your
hand and arm gestures (also distinguishing be-
tween driver and front passenger). Screen displays
can also be customized among four tasteful style
settings—Classic, Sport, Progressive (reduced digi-
talism) and Understated (minimalist digitalism).

The new GLE's wheelbase is more than three
inches longer, creating a larger cabin overall, with
notably increased second-row legroom, as well as
fully adjustable second row seats—and even an
optional available third row, with an all-electric
second row providing easy access. The third row is
deemed suitable for anyone up to 5-foot-10, which
they point out provides enough seating overall for
“half the soccer team.”

The 2020 Mercedes-Benz GLE 350, 350 4MATIC
and 450 4MATIC all go on sale very soon. We
were also shown a static display of an AMG ver-
sion to follow before long. Neither a GLE Coupe
version nor potential diesel powertrains have yet
been announced or even discussed out loud. H
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