A WEEK WITH : 2019 HYUNDAI KONA SEL FWD

Value & fun g

ver the past year and a half or so, Hyundai
has grown its crossover/SUV lineup to five,
adding at both ends of the size scale. At the big
end, the three-row Palisade arrived this summer,
while last year brought the sporty little Kona. In be-
tween remain Tucson, Santa Fe and Santa Fe XL.
Five Kona models have a 147-hp 2.0L engine in
lower trim levels or a 175-hp 1.6L turbo in upper
trims. Prices range from just $19,990 to $27,500
for core trims for 2019 (with a one-off $30,550 Iron
Man Edition also in the mix). Front-wheel drive is
standard on all, with AWD just $1400 on any.
Closely spaced prices can satisfy any budget,
with inclusions plentiful from bottom to top. Kona
product planners get a solid “A” for this stairstep.
(This continues brandwide, in fact, as even the big
up-to-eight-seat Palisade starts at just $31,550.)
We drove multiple trims of Kona at its launch,
held appropriately on the Big Island of Hawaii—in
sunshine and rain, from sea level to volcanic high

altitude. We then had a top-trim 1.6T Ultimate
AWD for a week back home in Arizona, which we
took on a healthy Cottonwood-Sedona loop. We've
driven Kona at several awards comparos national-
ly, where it has won its category repeatedly. Here
we have a more modest trim back home in Arizona.
This Kona SEL front-driver—just second up in
the lineup, at $21,800 base—hbrings you 17-inch al-
loys, leather wheel, blind-spot and collision warn-
ing, lane keep, heated front seats, keyless entry/
start and more. A Tech Package added to ours at
just $1600 (see sidebar) is also a remarkable value.
Kona looks great in its wilder island-inspired
colors—Surf Blue, Sunset Orange, Lime Twist and
such—but this example in Chalk White shows off
its curves and its black trim bits handsomely (all
the moreso as SEL has less chrome, which some
may even prefer, than upper trims).
It's a neat, tidy package, stylish, distinctive yet
immediately brand-recognizable. Another “A.”
We picked up two more adults at the airport,
with luggage (they had hours to kill between inter-

national flights). Even with all seats up, there’s al-
most 20 cubic feet for cargo (45.8 with rear seats
down), and their five sizable pieces fit easily. The
taller of the two gallantly got in the back, where
legroom, at 34.6 inches, is in fact only an inch less
than in the Sonata, Hyundai's biggest sedan. And
we headed out on a Beeline Highway and Saguaro
Lake day trip. That's a 700-to-800-pound payload,
plus altitude gains, on that 147-hp engine—and it
did great. The manumatic can be useful in town
when the light turns green, but in motion, engine
size made little difference. Our backseat rider was
aware of the rear suspension on one rough stretch
—FWD models have coupled torsion beam rear
suspension, while AWD versions have multi-link
(for even more value in the $1400 AWD uptick).

Kona has been an instant hit and is a
carryover model for 2020 (Iron Man is
out, and a midrange SEL Plus is ad-
ded). Prices increase by just $110 to
$250, and with new treats added—
available Sunset Orange with Ultra

' ENGINE ........2.0L DOHC D-CVVT multi-point Fl 4-cyl

Black interior in top trims; smart cruise control on
Ultimate trim; 4.2-inch display, wireless charging,
Homelink auto-dim mirror, and leather wheel/
shifter on a wider range of trims; a battery warmer
system on top trims; new touchscreen navigation
on SEL; and some new paint colors.

Smaller than the traditionally “subcompact”
Tucson, Kona is called simply “small.” As this in-
creasing overlaps, you might skip over size
naming conventions and just go try them
on for size. You very well may find this
smallest one is plenty
big enough. M

SPECIFICATIONS

HP/TORQUE
TRANSMISSION ...... &
~ torque converter, electronic shift lock system,

. manual mode, torque-vectoring via braking
DRIVETRAIN
SUSPENSION ..F: MacPherson strut w coils,
gas shocks, advanced valving, stblzr bar;

147 hp /132 Ib-ft

- gas shocks, advanced valving, stblzr bar; |

STEERING .......................... motor driven rack & pinion |

BRAKES ..F: 30bmm vented disc; R: 284mm solid disc
WHEELS /TIRES ................
LENGTH / WHEELBASE ...
TURNING CIRCLE ...
GROUND CLEARANCE .
HEADROOM (F/R).

- sunroof) 38.0./ 37.8in

2/ 458 cuft

SEL INCLUDES: keyless entry/start, heated front seats,
rear privacy glass, leather-wrapped steering wheel,
+ 17-inch alloy wheels, blind-spot eollision warning.*

6-spd auto w/0D lock-up |

R: coupled torsion beam axle (FWD only), |

415/3461n 3t

THE BUSTED KNUCKLE GARAGE
AN AUTOMOTIVE GIFT SHOP

Garage Comfort Mats

Our Garage Comfort Mats all have a 3/4" Energy-Return foam core.
Standing or kneeling on them reduces all discomfort and fatigue.

Whether you’re an automotive do-it-yourselfer or seasoned professional,
you're bound to deal with foot, leg, knee or lower back fatigue.
It comes with the territory but don’t let it rob you of your joy in the shop.

* 20" x 32" = Slip-Resistant Bottom Surface

= Stain Resistant, Waterproof Top Surface  « Beveled, Curl-Free Edges Reduce Tripping
* Won't Bottom Out or Lose Their Bounce Over Time

* Reduces Discomfort Brought On by Standing On Hard Surfaces

* And They Just Feel & Look Great! = Must Have for Every Garage!

Lost 10mm Anti-Fatigue Garage Comfort Mat (shown) / SKU: 10-BKG-GBSK
Found it! Your 10mm socket is right on the corner of this mat. Ask your friend to pick it up
and hand it to ou. The background is a well used concrete that will probably blend right into
your own garage floor.

Repeating Wrench Anti-Fatigue Garage Comfort Mat / SKU: 10-BKG-GPWR
Show you've paid your dues by sporting the Busted Knuckle Garage logo front and center!
A subtle repeating wrench pattern wallpapers the background.

$49.95 each

Furnishings | Clothing | Sighs | Barware | And More!
FREE FedEx SmartPost Ground Shipping over $99.99!

Check us out on Facebook and Instagram!
www.bustedknucklegarage.com
Need a volume discount for your shop
or husiness? Call us: 928-708-0987
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