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BY JOE SAGE

here is endless detail in the nuts and balts,

paints and hides, and features and finishes of a
Cullinan Black Badge (see two sidebars), and these
are all quite significant. The details do often shed
light on overall substance, in ways both subtle and
quite dramatic. But for the driver of this very spe-
cial Rolls-Royce, it's equally about perceptions and
the new dimensions driving this glorious machine
will bring to experiencing the world around you.

If we learn nothing else from driving something
different every week, it's that what a vehicle gets
out of its own attributes varies, too. A checklist of
inclusions does not guarantee success. From power
to comfort to ride, the Cullinan’s spec sheet is cer-
tainly already strong, but the assemblage, in your
hands and on the road, is >mwah< perfection.

In standard terms, Cullinan is a simple slab-side
two-box design. Rolls-Royce, however, calls it a
three-box (the term normally used for a hood-
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cabin-trunk sedan layout) because the rear cargo
area is isolated from the interior by a glass parti-
tion, “creating an inner ecosystem for the occu-
pants.” The more time you spend with it, the less
simple, boxy or slab-sided it turns out to be, from
subtle though substantial changes in curvature
throughout the whole surface of the vehicle, to its
chiseled multi-dimensional architecture up front.

Rolls-Royce has long been immediately recog-
nizable by its big, bold grille. These have shown up
in many brands over the past decade or two, but
Rolls still holds the crown—hbetter integrated and
more appropriate than the trend in general, and
surely remaining the most distinctive.

Vehicles today are all well-built and fully fea-
tured to the point that differences among luxury,
premium and mainstream models are often quite
narrow. Not so in a Rolls-Royce. As soon as you
see it, approach it, enter it and settle in, you know
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everything about it is different—even before you
consider its hand-built, handcrafted nature and the
dozens, hundreds and thousands of extra steps
taken in each and every part and process.

Many an enticing scenario sprang to mind for
our week with this regal utility: some serious four-
wheeling, perhaps heading to the Glamis dunes or
one of Arizona’s off-highway vehicle parks. We'd
already driven the Cullinan on a challenging engi-
neered off-road course last fall, at the Texas Truck
Rodeo. And make no mistake: this ride fit for roy-
alty can handle anything you throw at it.

But our schedule was tight—it was busy Bar-
rett-Jackson week, meaning we'd be dashing out
the door, into and out of the vehicle many times
every day. This does provide good seat time—in
the same neighborhood where a lot of Rolls-Royce
owners live and drive, to and from their private
jets or checking out their commercial properties.

Sitting in the Cullinan with the engine off, we
could practically hear our own heart beat. We did
not have a pin with us, but could certainly have
heard one drop. Every manufacturer works to get

everything as smooth and quiet as feasible, but
Rolls-Royce is surely the benchmark. It take great
time, money and skill to achieve these levels.

The difference in its drive experience kicks in
straight away, as well—so smooth, so powerful,
so quiet (its well-orchestrated drivetrain sound-
track aside), Cullinan impresses mightily, immedi-
ately. It just flat-out feels so good.

While it's big, Cullinan is engineered to not be
such a handful. Steering is tops, far more respon-
sive and accurate than you'd expect from a three-
ton rig. The turning circle benefits from four-wheel
steering, as well as sophisticated suspension that
also uses stereoscopic cameras to gauge road con-
ditions ahead and adjust accordingly. Even staying
in town with this wilderness-capable beast, we
gave it a thorough workout—in demanding lane
maneuvers, tight S-curves, deep rain troughs, and
combinations of all of the above—and handling
proved to be superb and sure-footed on all. Far
from being ungainly, this big machine is one of the
most accurate to maneuver that we've ever had,
of any size. Even on something as simple as a 90-
degree surface street corner, handling is just pain-
lessly and easily precise, noticeably different.

As big as this king-size SUV is (really no bigger
than the full-size pickups so many of us drive), you
may feel you need to wait a little longer to pull out
into traffic from a side road, that kind of thing. But
you don't need to—it's so powerful, and its han-
dling is so accurate, you can precision-drive it. The

size quotient is not a handful, as much as a part of
the serene and regal nature of the Cullinan. You
pass through the world quite differently in this.
Cullinan is a dream to drive. Many owners of
this vehicle may have a driver. If so, it's certainly a
good fit—you can stretch out in living-room-size
[uxury. But you most definitely don't need one—a
driving enthusiast will have a ball in this.
Whoever's driving, those in the back will bene-
fit from a wide variety of amenities, from our sam-
ple’s optional picnic tables, to wine glass holders
(cont’d)
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~ will be theirs. They tell you how much they already
love it, and they know their stuff. We made many
new friends in the Cullinan. It's really a phenome-
non, atypical of most any other luxury vehicle.
Even with the flag people at our event, highly
authoritarian when we showed up in a more rou-
tine vehicle, Cullinan’s commanding presence sim-
ply triggered a parting of the seas. Everyone is
deferential to it, as though just generally in awe.
Do you really need a half-million-dollar SUV?
This level of comfort is comforting, this level of
power is potent, even the level of stature can no

This is a grand vehicle with a grand stature,
suitable for a grand position in a grand world. It
defines upscale. Cullinan is king of the beasts, and
a beast fit for kings. It belongs on a big sweeping
driveway at Buckingham Palace, but once you get
a taste for it, you may know it belongs in yours.
In this golden age of automotive, and consumer
and lifestyle goods in general, it's harder than ever
for a product in a familiar category to truly stand
out. But this is Rolls-Royce's niche and its forte.
How do they, and seemingly only they, do it?
Certain words kept springing to mind. Magic car-

doubt be intoxicating—even if you underutlllze it, o pet Silk. Silky smooth magic carpet ride. Cullinan
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have the means, you are likely to have a harder
,__tjme talking yourself out of it than into it.

Meet Rolls-Royce Cullinan, a vehicle whose rep-

utation and image precede it more than we had

A Rolls-Royce Permanent Bespoke Series.

© Multiple layers of paint and lacquer metic-
ulously applied and hand-polished for up to
five hours, the most comprehensive process
ever for a solid paint color, for extra depth
and intensity and the perfect canvas for a
contrasting Coachline.

© Darkened Spirit of Ecstasy mascot in high
gloss black chrome; other Rolls-Royce
badges inverted to silver-on-black. Chrome
surfaces darkened (front grille surround,
side frame finishers, trunk handle and trim,
lower air inlet and exhausts), while vertical
grille bars remain polished, reflecting the
blackened surfaces that surround them.

o Exclusive all-new 22-inch dark forged alloy
wheels, accompanied by the marque’s first
ever colored brake calipers.

© Carbon-fiber finish in repeating geometric
shapes with a 3D effect, each leaf finished
with six coats of lacquer, cured for 72 hours,
then hand-polished to a mirror finish.

o Starlight Headliner (its Cullinan debut) in
black leather with 1344 individual fiber
optic cables, with a new feature: eight
brilliant white shooting stars.

¢ A bold new leather color, Forge Yellow.

* Proprietary all-aluminum sub-structure
architecture for extraordinary body stiffness.

e All-wheel drive and four-wheel steering:
both front and rear steered axles work
together to adjust levels of engagement
depending on throttle and steering inputs.

 An extra 29 bhp (600 bhp) and an-additional
37 Ib-ft of torque (664 Ib-ft).

® “Low™ button on the shift unlocks a full
suite of technologies including new Black
Badge audible exhaust, for a deep rumble of
the 6.75-liter twin-turbocharged V12.

© More aggressive “Intuitive Throttle” shifts.

© Changes to suspension components and
settings for balanced dynamic, refined ride.

* Raised braking bite point and decreased
pedal travel, and redesigned brake.discs for
consistency at elevated temperatures.
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