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A WEEK WITH : 2023 LEXUS RX 500h F SPORT PERFORMANCE AWD

Irst
e from there.
arrlved for 2023, with a
suspension, powertrains and
multaneously instantly recogniza-
ble and recognizably updated.

Notable right up front and center is its new
grille and nose, an update to the long-running
spindle grille, now a dramatic sharknose they
call the spindle body—just as distinctive, trun-
cating the angular hourglass of the old grille,
while bearing a clever_\echo of that shape

ger. Th|s has develo
ouple of years through co
then production EVs, and its adoptio
destined to become equally universal.

Another welcome revision is to the infotain-
ment interface. The gateway to functions for
years was first a jumpy joystick, then a finicky
trackpad, then with some functions migrating
to the screen. The evolution took awhile, but
now it's all-screen, a huge improvement.

We drove the new Lexus RZ 450e AWD EV
in our prior issue, a very positive experience.
The new RX is a very close cousin, sharing
the RZ's electric-ready platform, lightweight
and rigid with a low center of gravity, which

plus

2.4L turbo

adds an 80-kW

bined 366 hp and 4

pavement through DIRECT4 all-whee

The setup also tows about 3,500 pounds (witt

brake, not on ours, or about 1,000 without).
Our sessions start with an intense setup of

features and interfaces, things an owner can

fine-tune over time, but for us an all-at-once

trial by fire, thus usually containing plenty of

e, but from
gonomic and engineering
is guaranteed every time. We highly ap
preciate the cleverness of its philosophy.
From power—including its layer of electri-

2 flcatlon—to handling to suspension, every-

thmg‘about the RXis far above average Our

And as ad
powertrains have €
of this PHEV proves the incr

once agaln to be wise and high

: \DESTI ATION CHARGE ..

'\nx::.so !:43550

SPECIFICATIONS

ASSEMBLY........... Cambridge, Ontario, Canada
.2.5L turbo-4 16v DOHC, chain

drive w Dual VVT-i, D-4ST injection
HP/TORQUE

COMPRESSION RATIO ...........ccoovemeererireenns 11.0:1
MOTOR ........... F/R: perm magnet synchronous
BATTERY.........coouvuunneens 288V 240-cell NiMH
TOTAL SYSTEM HP/TORQUE ....366 hp / 406 |b-ft
TRANSMISSION ............. 6-spd sequential-shift
electronic w intelligence Direct Auto
DRIVETRAIN DIRECT4 AWD

0-T0-60 / TOP SPEED .59 sec /130 mph
SUSPENSION.............. : F-SPORT-tuned, indep
MacPherson struts w coils, solenoid-
actuated shocks, stblzr bar, performance
damper; R: multilink w coils, gas shocks,
stblzr bar, performance damper

elec power rack & pinion
F: 15.74x1.10 vented, F SPORT
6-piston opposed calipers; R: 13.39x0.71
vented; floating-type single piston

WHEELS .....21-in 10-spoke matte black alloys

STEERING..

TIRES 235/50 R21 SL a/s
LENGTH / WHEELBASE .............. 192.52/112.2 in
GROUND CLEARANCE ...8.07 in

APPROACH / DEPARTURE

TURNING CIRCLE ................ ]

HEADROOM (F/R).. .(pano rf) 37.6 / 37.03 in
LEGROOM (F/R)..........veeerrmreeennnee 41.06/37.36in
CARGO CAPACITY .... 29.59 / 46.19 cu.ft
WEIGHT 4684-4750 |b

TOW CAPACITY......... 999 / (or w brake) 3494 |b

FUEL / CAPACITY .. premium unl /17.7 gal
MPG ......ccoooermrrrrrrrenene 27/28/21 (city/hwy/comb)
BASE PRICE $69,630
SPECIAL COLOR: Copper Crest.........coueweeeneee 595

LEXUS INTERFACE: 14-in touchscreen, Drive Con-
nect w cloud nav, intelligent assistant, desti-
nation assist 3-yr trial

DIGITAL REARVIEW MIRROR

PANORAMIC VIEW MONITOR...

COLD AREA PKG

HEATED/VENTED FRONT SEATS .............ccccoonee.

POWER REAR SEATS

- PANORAMA GLASS MOONROOF
TRIPLE-BEAM LED HEADLAMPS
POWER REAR DOOR W KICK SENSOR.

. DIGITAL KEY: (4G: requires subscription)......

* TRAFFIC JAM ASSIST: (4G: requires Drive Con-

nect subscrip) ; (orenB20

- ADVANCED PARK : et 250

¢ 120V AC INVERTER........ B
REAR BUMPER APPLIQUE...

OROTAL .- Do g $7o780

..q. Premium................... 50,550.

T F:smuum 53 150
‘FSPORT Handlmg s
Luxury..... 2 -56,500-_ y

RX350R

Premium -
Premium+ -
Luxury -

RX 500 F SPORT Performance..." 62,750
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