
T hings are changing fast in powertrain evolution. One thing that’s sudden-
ly changing fastest is that the rate of change is slowing dramatically. The

EV push has had the brakes applied, in ways large and small. While some pro-
grams forge ahead with vigor, for now, others are being reversed, abandoned
or redirected. You’ll find news in this issue about some of these directions, e.g.
new interest in one of the earliest ideas, extended range vehicles. 

NWAPA DRIVE REVOLUTION: The Northwest Auto mo tive Press Assoc i a tion’s
ex  cep  tional comparative drive event takes the pulse of the latest hardware and
technology, under time-intensive, controlled, competitive circumstances. Many
auto makers send product planners and engineers, providing added depth.

With some directions suddenly so new, this is a snapshot of right now. Ev -
erything driven here is available currently and surely will be for awhile. Some
shoppers will want to jump right on them, some will figure they’ll still be
around, and some may want to wait and see. So let’s see what we’ve learned. 

EVENT EVOLUTION: This is a consolidation of what used to be two paved
events—Run to the Sun, with vehicles emphasizing fun and performance; and
an original Drive Revolution event with a focus on “alternative” powertrains. 

Combining the two has proven appropriate, as EVs are now common, hy -
brids even moreso, widely folded into conventional powertrains, including in
performance vehicles, not just the little fuel-sippers of hybrids’ early years. 

Run to the Sun’s original format—hundreds of miles of open road—has giv -
en way to Drive Revolution’s hub-and-spoke format, as EVs’ recharging needs
are a hugely limiting factor against an open country map and the tight timing
formerly enjoyed on Run to the Sun. But time and miles in each remain similar.

The two were first combined two years ago. Vehicle categories were recal-
ibrated last year to better reflect evolution of both distinctions and growing
commonalities among powertrain types and performance leanings.

A key attribute from Run to the Sun carries forward in the combined event.
Unlike randomly grabbing vehicles until each driver has (hopefully) driven them
all, which causes bottlenecks and costs valuable time at most comparos, at
NWAPA Drive Revolution the rotation of drivers and vehicles is mapped out in
advance —each driver is assured (as required) of driving every vehicle.

THE VEHICLES: Winners would be chosen among three powertrain-based
categories—internal combustion engine (ICE), hybrid (including PHEV), and BEV
(pure battery electric vehicle, a.k.a. EV), with driver-judges considering ride and
handling, powertrains, braking, exterior and interior design, and technology. 

A Best Value vote was added back this year, reflecting increasing common-
ality of the overall buyer-owner experience regardless of powertrain. 

Separate votes would then pick an overall performance winner (including
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ICE or electrified) and an overall electrified winner (anything but ICE). 
It’s also a chance to dig into four dimensions—where each vehicle falls

within (sometimes narrow, sometimes dramatic) ranges of power, price, oper-
ating economy and so on, within its category—to consider which characteris-
tics might most dominate a buying decision. And it’s a chance to interpret mul-
tiple au tomakers’ product directions, by what they choose to spotlight. Not
every brand and model is ever present at such events, but it’s a great cross-
section, providing a range of in sights that are solid reference, ongoing.

WINNERS: As with Mudfest last spring, only winners and runners-up were
an nounced. For us, not attending this year, or for you as a shopper, the halos
are all we get to see—like knowing who won the World Series without know-
ing who else was playing, we’re first to agree. But that’s how it is for now. The
good news is, the halos represent a great starting point for your shopping.

Category winners and the overall title winner are shown at right and listed
below (along with runners-up). The top trophy—Vehicle of the Year —went to
the new-for-2026 Hyundai IONIQ 9 AWD Performance Calligraphy, which also
won its category as Best BEV. We have driven and reported on all the winners
in recent issues, except the new-to-market Hyundai IONIQ 9. Ditto all the run-
ners-up except the Dodge Charger Daytona. (See our feature archives online.)
We can at test to this event’s awards going to some very solid entries. 

CRYSTAL BALL: This event is already, by its very nature, a serious look at the
current state of things as well as a deep well of clues and indicators to likely
directions in a full range of attributes, particularly powertrains. 

The EV landscape is going through major recalibration at this point in time,
with investments and lineups rapidly changing. It seems entirely possible that
the format and categories for this event may continue to evolve. ■

BEST ICE VEHICLE: 2025 Toyota GR Corolla Premium Plus 
RUNNER-UP: 2025 Mazda MX-5 Miata Club 

BEST HYBRID OR PHEV: 2025 Hyundai Santa Fe Hybrid Calligraphy AWD 
RUNNER-UP: 2026 Kia Sportage Hybrid SX-Prestige AWD 

BEST EV (BEV): 2026 Hyundai IONIQ 9 AWD Performance Calligraphy 
RUNNER-UP: 2025 Dodge Charger Daytona Scat Pack Track Package

BEST VALUE: 2025 Volkswagen Tiguan SEL R-Line 
RUNNER-UP: 2026 Kia Sportage Hybrid SX-Prestige AWD 

2025 VEHICLE OF THE YEAR: 2026 Hyundai IONIQ 9 
RUNNER-UP: 2025 Lucid Air Pure


