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THE ENTHUSIAST'’S GUIDE TO LIFE BEHIND THE WHEEL

Dodge Charger Scat Pack Plus
Twin Turbo SIXPACK HO
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his piece is longer than some, for multiple rea-
sons. The new Dodge Charger looks great com-
ing or going, so we show both angles. Our sam-
ple’s “Peel Out” paint lights up the pages. The car
showcases significant trends, reflecting and redi-
recting the state of migration (or not) to (and/or
back from) EVs. Maybe it's just the objectively sex-
iest thing in here. And/or we just had a lot to say.
We welcome the triumphant return of internal
combustion to the Dodge muscle car family. It's a
simple lineup for now, and its recent life story is
also not that complicated. Or then again, it is.
The long-running two-door Challenger and four-
door Charger lineups have undergone much change
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over the past couple of years, melding into one EV,
the Dodge Charger Daytona—uwith one (electric-
sounding) name, one style evoking the spirit of
both, and your choice of two or four doors.

Then as EV fever abruptly cooled, Stellantis has
been among the first and most comprehensive in
recalibrating to bring back internal combustion as
quickly as they could. Thus now we have variety—
not one but two gasoline-powered Chargers, in the
same style as Charger Daytona, which is still an
EV and still available, now making three options.

Ours is the 2026 Dodge Charger Scat Pack Plus
2-Door AWD, with a 550-hp SIXPACK high output
3.0L twin-turbo inline-6. With a 420-hp R/T arriv-
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ing this spring, ours marks the top ICE, or the mid-
dle of a three-versions ICE-plus-EV lineup, by hors-
es (see chart at right). Four doors are yours on any
for $2,000 more.

Without the EV detour, who knows when there
may have been a restyling of the two veterans. But
that chapter did bring us an updated look, both old
school and new school—traditionally cool, while
modernized in so many ways.

DRIVING— The engine and exhaust sounded
exciting from the moment our Charger pulled up.
True, many are clamoring for a V8 (and we would
certainly be fans). For now, when it comes to the
reasons why—power, sound and feel—this ful-

fills a lot of them, in its own way. With a general-
ly higher and tighter note than a V8, and with a tap
of the pedal generating a more immediate jump to
action than expected based on lingering V8 feels,
the new powertrain is magical for this era, if not
in quite the same way.

Be that as it may, we quickly felt like we were
driving the coolest thing on the road. It sounds es-
pecially great when starting up, accelerating or id-
ling with a solid rumble. We appreciated the car's
own soundtrack to the point that we uncharacter-
istically drove with our own audio off, to better ex-
perience the powertrain’s own acoustic feed.

Performance features beyond the powertrain in-
clude everything from suspension to Performance
Pages, where all of the above come together. Not
having a track opportunity, we largely using regu-
lar drive modes with default steering, suspension
and drivetrain. Suspension and steering through
turns could feel a little skittish for AWD, although

it's a little hard to analyze, as it runs through its
low gears quickly. Funny insight, though—while
we appreciate its flat-top-flat-bottom track-style
steering wheel, this may multiply (or itself create)
that irregular feel. We look forward to more time,
in more conditions, with full run of the mades, in-
cluding even a RWD mode.

That was all in town, so we headed out to some
of our favorite high country two-lanes. Here, any
nitpicking analysis quickly melted away, as we be-
came one with every hill and curve. We made few
comments on these more thrilling roads—in short,
summed up as 100 percent “shut up and drive!”

And this then stayed with us as we returned to
daily duties and city streets. By this point, whether
for sound effects or bursts of pep, you may find
yourself likely to show off when the light turns
green. And this suits its personality very well.

Great fun to drive, beautifully executed, all in all
once again one of the best head-turners on the
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SPECIFICATIONS

ASSEMBLY ............... Windsor, Ontario, Canada
BUILD ... eel unibody / aluminum hood
SEATING CAPACITY........ccveniurerenirereerirennerenees i
ENGINE/TRANS BUIL
PARTS CONTENT.........cccooonnene US/Canada 42% /
Mexico 27% / Hungary 25%
ENGINE...... <.....3.0L twin turbo SIXPACK HO
inline-6, DOHC, roller finger followers,
24v, dual VVT phasers, GDI 350 bar
central injection, deep skirt cast alum
w PM steel main bearing caps
HP/TORQUE ........... 50 hp / 531 Ib-ft
COMPRESSION RATIO ... SRR R
TRANSMISSION 8-spd auto / paddles
DRIVETRAIN............ooooiirrmineireereeeee e
0-T0-60 / TOP SPEED .
QUARTER-MILE.. .12.2 sec at 114 mph
SUSPENSION : multi-link, spring rate
70 N/mm, monotube shocks, 90mm jounce
travel, 100mm rebound; R: integral link,
spring rate 111 N/mm, monotube shocks,
100mm jounce travel, 100mm rebound
STEERING ..constant ratio gear
BRAKES..... front / floating rear:
F: 380x36mm vented; R: 360x32mm vented
in luster aluminum wheels
RULTRLYA VIR ER

TURNING CIRCLE...
HEADROOM (F/R .39.1/36.9in
LEGROOM (F/R).. 26/37.2in
CARGO CAPACITY .

p
.................. ...tha (city/hwy/comb)
|

BASE PRICE................. $54,995
PAINT: Pel QUL......covvcirctieisiceesseesseassenesnaans

CUSTOMER PREFERRED PKG 22B: leatherette

seats, vented front seats, heated rear seats,

- 8-way pwr front psngr seat, 2-way pwr lum-

- bar psngr seat, radio/driver seat/mirrors
memory, premium instrument panel, 16-in
color driver display, Performance Pages,
map-in-cluster display, Uconnect® 5 nav w
12.3-in touchscreen, integrated voice com-
mand, Alexa built-in (wifi req'd), wireless.
charge pad, surround-view cameras, bright
pedals, connected travel/traffic services,
heads-up display, attitude-adjustment light-
ing, side mirror lamps w logo, rain-sense
wipers, power hatch, premium interior ac-
cents & door trim panel, bi-function LED pre-
mium headlamps; key fob windows down,
power tilt/telescope steering column, black| {
multi-function mirrors, GPS nav........... 1

BLACKTOP PKG: dual rear exhaust w black tips/|
dark exterior badging. 1095 |

20-IN WHEEL PKG: 20 x11.0-in luster aluminum |
wheels, 305/35ZR20 all-season tire 1095 |

BULLGLASS RUOF L e, Loy = E!.

ALPINE AUDIO: 18-speaker high-performance w |
subwoofe 1k



Current heir to both bloodlines, our Charger pauses
to visit with a recent Challenger cousin (left).

A Blacktop Package has dual black tips on perfor-
mance-tuned dual-mode active exhaust (below).
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