nfiniti has piled a lot into the QX60's size and
format. QX60 is a midsize SUV, smaller than the
full-size 0X80. Both have three rows (more com-
mon for full-size) and fully independent suspension
(common for @X60's unibody). QX60 weighs around
4,700 pounds (and tows 6,000 Ib). The bigger QX80
weighs closer to 6,200 pounds (and tows 8,500 Ib).
Where they diverge is in powertrains. The QX80
bears a 450-hp 3.5L twin-turbo V6 (16/19/17 mpg).
The QX60 has a new smaller 268-hp 2.0-liter tur-
bo-four (22/27/24 mpg). QX60’s fuel mileage ad-
vantage runs 38-42 percent higher than QX80.
Power-to-weight ratios are 0.073 for QX80 and
0.057 for QX60. Inversely, that's weight-to-power
of 13.78 for QX80, 17.54 for QX60. Either way, it's
about a 28 percent power disadvantage for QX60.
And filling three rows of both makes that moreso.
For most people’s comparisons, the mpg advan-
tage for QX60, versus power-to-weight advantage
for X80, should support the QX60's new direction.
For comparative shopping, the two QXes are still
quite different. But our broader curiosity about it
was motivated by the QX60 drive experience.

Variable.
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Engine compression is always a factor, as well.
And Infiniti has applied another innovation to ad-
dress the inherent range of differences above—
variable engine compression. They were first to in-
troduce this into regular production, named to
Wards 10 Best Engines in 2018. The idea is to em-
phasize grunt at lower RPMs, then smoother cruis-
ing power. This intentionally equals uneven power
delivery—which aims to be transparent.

We had seen the spec, but not thought much of
it until driving, when power was notably sluggish
through our first turn. We tried sport mode, but it
was just as doggy, even on straights. Some shifts
could feel like throwing out a sandbag. Our minds
went to a possible CVT (which we generally don't
mind). But no, this is a 9-speed automatic. Hmm.

Cruising on a gently rolling road, we could not
help but notice strain. Coming to a red light also
suggested something unusual, as engineered, as it
surged, dropped, surged again, without any input
from us. We were ready to jump on the brakes if it
might goose itself right into a vehicle in front of us.

Departing sport mode didn't change any of this.

2026 INFINITI QX60 LINEUP

Numerous notes were along these same lines
—variable technology delivering varying feelings,
when transparency had no doubt been the goal.

We're not sure, and it would take a much deep-
er investigation. It's possible that—like CVTs—
some people will notice all of this, some nat, and
some might notice it all but love it or not care.

We like the Infiniti brand. We like the QX60 and
its size overall. Ours was in a striking new color.
But we couldn't ignore these powertrain oddities.

We did something we usually don't—Ilooked to
see what others were saying. And found the same.

One could easily guess that the clever new en-
gineering may have been motivated by fuel-mile-
age regulations as much as anything. And these,
themselves, are an evolving target. We suspect In-
finiti will continue to fine-tune the approach. l

SPECIFICATIONS

ASSEMBLY.............cocooovveieiicie. Smyrna, Tennessee
ENGINE/TRANS BUILD Japan / US
PARTS CONTENT ...US/Canada 45%
ENGINE ....2.0L 4-cyl turbo, DOHC,16v, dir inj, alum/alum

HP/TORQUE ............ccooovvoomrrviereei 268 hp / 286 Ib-ft
COMPRESSION RATIO ............. variable: 8.0:1to 14.0to 1
TRANSMISSION .......... 9-spd auto, shift-by-wire, paddles
DRIVETRAIN ..........coooovvvveees intelligent AWD

SUSPENSION......... F: Macpherson strut, 29mm stblzr bar;
R: multilink indep, 28.6 stblzr bar;

twin tube shocks w dual-flow path

STEERING ..................... vehicle speed-dep variable assist
BRAKES ...... F: 13.78 x 1.18 vented, dual-piston calipers;
R: 12.99 x 0.63 vented, single floating caliper

WHEELS .................... 20x8 machined alum alloy, “luxury”
TIRES ... P255/50 R20 all-season
LENGTH /WHEELBASE .................c....cc..... 198.1/114.2in

GROUND CLEARANCE................ccooovviiiiiicand 6.81in
APPROACH/DEPART/BRKOVER 47/211*%/155°
*)departure 22.6 w/o tow hitch)
TURNING CIRCLE..................cocvovvec
HEADROOM (F/2/3) .
LEGROOM ( F/2/3) ... o
CARGO CAPACITY ............cocveveenn.
WEIGHT / DISTRIB (F/R) ........ccccooonvneee 4742 |b / 54/45%
TOW CAPACITY ..o 6000 Ib
FUEL/CAPACITY ..........ccoovvvervennnne prem unl / +18.5 gal
MPG.........o.ooooioeeeeeee 22/27/24 (city/hwy/comb)

BASEPRICE ..o $66,150

TECHNOLOGY PKG: ProPILOT Assist w trial, 3D Around View
monitor w spin, fixed 2nd row console

PREMIUM PAINT: Deep Emerald........

CARPETED FLOORMATS ..................

PANORAMIC ILLUMINATED HEADLINER..

DARK ILLUMINATED KICK PLATES ...........

DARK ILLUMINATED CARGO SCUFF PLATES

DESTINATION CHARGE ..................coooiiiiiicne
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