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We met the new Kia K4, successor to Forte,
a year ago, a new alphanumeric name on

a long, lean, almost coupe-like sedan. We liked it
well overall, with solid, easy performance, clear
value and generous interior volume for a compact.
(A low doorframe and tight pedals did have us
compare it potentially with K5, for bigger people.)

Now we have a new comparative. As Kia K4 re -
placed Forte, K4 Hatchback now replaces Forte5.
(Thanks to al phanumerics now ruling the primary
names, this is actually more usefully descriptive.) 

As with Forte, we predicted the Kia K4 is poised
to sell well, and we expect the same for K4 Hatch -
back. Small and economical do not have to be a
formula for dull. Also styled long and low, maybe
even moreso, the K4 Hatch has an especially live-
ly look, evoking the emotion of premium European
“shooting brakes,” a term not found on our shores.

They say looks are everything. Then again, there
is always more. The style difference between K4
and K4 Hatchback is inherent and obvious, creat-
ing a pairing of spirit and personality. But it is also

dimensional. Having noted the roofline and rear
opening immediately, you may realize the rest sec-
ondarily, as you also quickly find it’s more maneu-
verable. The wheelbase is the same, so freeway
sweeps and surface street cornering are essential-
ly the same. But considerably less body overhang
can change parking lot and other tight squeezes
meaningfully. Cabin room is similar for both, but
the Hatch body is fully 11 inches shorter. Approach
angles are near-identical, but departure increases
from 18.7º in the sedan to 23.0º in the Hatchback. 

What do you lose? Some people will say noth-
ing. In fact, numerically, you gain, with cargo vol-
ume growing from 14.6 cubic feet in the sedan to
22.2 in the hatch. This often means a tradeoff in
concealment versus visibility of cargo—a defined,
closed, locked trunk versus the open volume of a
hatch, crossover-style. But as you investigate, you
will find security more similar between these two. 

The Hatchback lineup puts more emphasis on
the 190-hp Turbo with 8-speed auto, as on ours (or
actually fewer 147-horses; see chart). The turbo is

very reasonable money well spent, and the hatch’s
smaller size just makes it that much livelier. 

Is the body decision a paradox? A riddle? Simply
art? Might one lean toward buying it because it’s
sort of a wagon, therefore presumably bigger? Or
knowing the length, considering parking and liking
it smaller? Some will buy by function, but many
will likely choose by style. And that’s why we have
choices. They are both quite likeable. ■

SPECIFICATIONS
ASSEMBLY ......................Pesqueria, Nuevo León, Mexico
ENGINE/TRANS BUILD ...............................USA / S Korea
PARTS CONTENT..................Mexico 45% / S Korea 30%

/ US/Canada 20%
ENGINE ..................................1.6L DOHC turbo 4-cyl GDI,

D-CVVT 16v HLA 4-cyl, alum/alum
HP/TORQUE............................................190 hp / 195 lb-ft
COMPRESSION RATIO..............................................10.0:1
0-TO-100 KPH (±62 MPH) ........................................8.1 sec
TOP SPEED ...........................................................130 mph
TRANSMISSION ...............................................8-spd auto 
DRIVETRAIN ...............................................................FWD
SUSPENSION....................................F: MacPherson strut;

R: multi-link; hydraulic twin-tube gas shock
STEERING ..................column-mounted motor-driven pwr
BRAKES .............................hydraulic, vacuum pwr-assist:

F: 12.008 ×0.984 vented; R: 11.181 ×0.394 solid
WHEELS/TIRES.......................8.0J x18 alloy / 235/40R18
LENGTH / WHEELBASE ............................174.4 / 107.1 in
GROUND CLEARANCE ....................................................na
APPROACH/DEPART........................................13.8 / 23.0º
TURNING CIRCLE ...................................................35.16 ft
HEADROOM (F/R) ..........................(sunroof) 37.2 / 38.3 in
LEGROOM (F/R) .............................................42.3 / 38.0 in
CARGO CAPACITY ...............................................22.2 cu.ft
WEIGHT .................................................................3338 lb
FUEL / CAPACITY .....................92 oct prem unl / 12.4 gal
MPG .........................................26/33/28 (city/hwy/comb)

BASE PRICE.....................................................$28,790
GT-LINE TURBO INCLUDES: 1.6L turbo GDI engine, 8-spd

auto, pwr sunroof w shade, hwy driving assist, LED pro-
jector headlights, LED fog lights, LED rear lights, Harman/
Kardon premium audio, 12.3-in touchscreen w nav, 12.3-in
instrument display, rear air vents, Kia AI Assistant (pro-
gram req’d)....................................................................incl

PAINT: Sparkling Yellow....................................................395
GT-LINE TURBO TECH PKG: highway driving assist 2, park-

ing collision avoid-assist-reverse, parking distance warn-
fwd-rev-side, surround view & blind spot monitors, multi-
color LED ambient lighting, driver’s seat & mirrors memo-
ry, vented front seats, heated steering wheel, smartphone
digital key (program req’d) .........................................2300

CARPETED FLOOR MATS .................................................190
DESTINATION CHARGE ..............................................1195

TOTAL ...............................................................$32,870

2026 KIA K4 LINEUP
2.0L MPI Atkinson - 147 hp / 132 lb-ft — IVT ...............FWD

LX ...........................................................................$22,290
LXS ..........................................................................23,390
EX .............................................................................24,490
GT-Line ...................................................................25,490

1.6 Turbo GDI - 190 hp / 195 lb-ft —8-spd AT ...............FWD
GT-Line Turbo.....................................................$28,390

2026 KIA K4 HATCHBACK LINEUP
2.0L MPI Atkinson - 147 hp / 132 lb-ft — IVT ...............FWD

EX...........................................................................$24,990
GT-Line ...................................................................25,990

1.6 Turbo GDI - 190 hp / 195 lb-ft — 8-spd AT ..............FWD
GT-Line Turbo ...............................................▼ $28,890


